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Whether you're
5 ; shopping for a lighter
laptop, a value desktop,

a gaming rig, or a media system that won't
embarrass the kids, we've got you covered.

Discover 100
Web Gems Find an HDTV

We scoured the Internet Buying an HDTV doesn't
6 7 to bring you the top 100 7 9 have to be intimidating. Read
undiscovered Web sites, our tips on what to look for
ranging from the useful to (from resolution to ports),
the ridiculous. Get ready to then check out our reviews of
bookmark these gems. five LCDs worth considering.
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Bottom Illlustration by Ken Orvidas; HDTV screen image: Corbis
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Fujitsu recommends Windows Vista® Business for business computing.
Fujitsu recommends Windows Vista® Home Premium for personal computing.
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Business

When your life is caffeinated, you | -
need a notebook that keeps up. — C?

Fujitsu gives your mobile computing a serious boost—from

FU] lTSU ultra-portables that won't weigh you down to powerful desktop
alternatives and everything in between like the Fujitsu Lifebook®
T5010. With Intel® Centrino® 2 Processor Technology for power,
connectivity and long battery life, and with genuine Windows
Vista® Business to stay connected, stay productive, and stay
away from the office; you'll be hooked.
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FIRST WORD LANCE ULANOFF

When Your PC Is a Born Loser

A few weeks ago, a friend of mine told me
about his wonky laptop. It was a familiar
story. His newish Vista box had, without
much warning, begun collapsing into a
blue-screen funk almost daily. He com-
plained that he’d spent countless hours
on the phone with Dell support techs, all
of whom were kind, polite, and intent on
being helpful.

Unfortunately, none of them had actu-
ally helped him at all.

We were near my friend’s office, so we
stopped in so he could show me the laptop.
It was barely two months old. The blue
screens had begun within a few weeks of
his buying this Dell XPS M1530—one of
PC Mag's favorites (laptop analyst Cisco
Cheng gave it four out of five stars). T asked
my friend the usual questions: Had he
installed any unusual apps, visited any odd
sites, or opened an e-mail attachment that
he probably shouldn’t have?

His response: “No. It happens when I
use the browser.”

That seemed somewhat specific. In my
experience, it's usually pretty hard to re-
create a blue-screen experience. But my
friend walked me through a simple series
of steps.

“I'startitup, openthe browser, visit this
site [one chosen from his favorites in IE71,
and then....”

He trailed off as the system lapsed
into a blue-screen coma. I was surprised.
Rarely had I seen a consumer so expertly
re-create a PC malfunction.

Holding a sheaf of papers in his hand,
my friend pointed out notes from six dif-
ferent multi-hour support calls. He'd
recorded the names of the support techs,
as well as the time, date, and duration of
every call. Each support tech had tried
something different. For example, even
though the PC came with security soft-
ware, one tech had him install new protec-
tion from Trend Micro. In fact, there was
a lot of utility installing and uninstalling.
None of it worked.

Atno time did the techs offer to take the
PC back. That's not too surprising, since
no manufacturer wants to get back every
PC with a problem. Typically, system
issues arise from user ignorance or a sim-
ple setting change that's easily reversed or
altered. For my friend, though, this was not
the case.

I spent 45 minutes looking through the
computer’s processes in the Task Manager
to see if [ could find anything that could
be hijacking his system or causing what I
assumed was a driver collision leading to
the blue screens. I found nothing.

another. Here’s a second example: The
multiformat media card reader regularly
acts as if it doesn’t exist. I plug in an SD or
compact flash card and nothing happens. If
Thad more time, I guess I'd contact HP tech
support, but T usually forget about these
issues until I'm once again sitting down
in front of the PC. Then I grumble and
remind myself that I have to contact HP.
Still, why doesn’t the damn thing work?

But I digress.

If we accept that some of the PCs
that come off the assembly line are duds,
should the support techs working for Acer,

Are some PCs born bad? Our reader survey indicates

that they are. Manufacturers and their support techs

need to accept this as fact and act accordingly.

In the end, the PC was returned to Dell,
and my friend got a new laptop that works.
This brings me back to my big question:
Are some PCs born bad? Are they, like bad
cars fresh off the assembly line, lemons?

Some of the results from our recent
Service and Reliability survey support this
notion. Nearly 20,000 PC Magazine read-
ers responded to our questions about their
experiences with new laptops and desk-
tops (as well as a host of other product cat-
egories). In the case of one manufacturer,
HP, 2.3 percent of desktops and 3 percent of
laptops needed to be replaced entirely. For
Dell laptops, the figure is 2.8 percent, and
my friend had the bad luck to fall into that
percentage. With so many systems sold
each vear, inexplicable glitches and subse-
quent returns are probably to be expected.

Honestly, my own still relatively new
PC at home has certain issues that per-
sist to this day. For example, the wireless
mouse and keyboard have a heck of a time
communicating with the wireless USB
dongle, despite being just 5 feet from one

Dell, HP, Lenovo, and other manufacturers
also be able to recognize this? If they did,
then they'd know by the second 2-hour call
that they are dealing with a problem that
can’t be solved over the telephone, and
they should simply take back the PC. A
new system could go to the frustrated cus-
tomer, and the manufacturer could take the
lemon, tear it apart, and see exactly where
those malfunctioning parts reside. The
computer maker thus gains some valuable
information for future system builds, and
at the same time satisfies someone who is
now more likely to remain a customer and
buy another system in the future.

I doubt this will happen, though. Most
PC manufacturers seem to believe it's more
cost-effective to have some guy in India try
gamely to coax you into believing the prob-
lem is with you, and not with your PC.

TALK TO THE CHIEF You can contact
Lance at Lance_Ulanoff@ziffdavis.com.
For more of his columns, go to go.pcmag
.com/ulanoff.
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If you’ve never had a frantic executive call you
in despair about a file they accidently deleted,
pleading with you to recover it from a black hole,
consider yourself lucky. For the rest of us, there's

Undelete 2009 with InvisiTasking technology.

Undelete fills the critical gap in your data protection
strategy, ensuring no data is ever accidently

lost—period. Even saved over versions of Microsoft® i -
Office files are safe. No longer will users cry about |

having saved over their spreadsheets. Just a few

clicks of the mouse and your files are back. And
with the Desktop Client feature of Undelete, users
can recover their files on their own—so you can
get back to the important stuff, like building out
your high-availability mail cluster (or working on

your golf swing).

Real-Time Protection. Real-Time Recovery.”
Try it free at www.undelete.com/pcmag

,‘,?r Dlskee er © 2008 Diskesper Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Diskeeper, Undelete, InvisiTasking, Real-Time Protection. Real-Time Recovery., and the Diskeeper Corporation logo are trademarks
Jrparatien p or registerad trademarks of Diskeeper Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. All other trademarks or brand names are the property of their respective owners. Diskeeper
Corporation » 7590 N. Glenoaks Blvd. Burbank, GA 91504 « 800-829-6468 « www.diskeeper.com




And this:

Fujitsu ScanSnap Scanner S510 Reviews|

i Search ‘

[
sb

Y
Y [

Reviewers agree. The ScanSnap
S510 document scanner has
everything you need to easily manage
your paperwork. With the touch of a
button, its automatic document feeder
lets you quickly scan both sides of a
document—directly to an application or
to secure, searchable PDFs for filing
or emailing.

Visit http://us.fujitsu.com/scanners/
searchpcmag and tell us how you'll

ScanSnap. You just might win a $100
American Express gift check.

Scansnap
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Audiophiles Are Not Snobs

I have to express my disappointment with
Tim Gideon’s comment, in his review
of the iriver Lplaver (“Slick Little Player
Excels at File Support,” September, page
49), calling those of us who prefer high-
resolution music files “snobs.” It’s ironic
that in an issue comparing the best and
worse, Mr. Gideon seems to have no prob-
lem with the multitudes who seek high-
resolution content in the video world with
Blu-ray, HDTV, and the variety of moni-
tors that have replaced CRTs. MP3 is an
archaic format and should be relegated to
the scrap heap—especially at the miserable
bit rates offered by most of the download
services.—Robert Bullion

Another View of Bill Gates

In regard to PC Magazine's interview of
Bill Gates in the September issue (“Bill
Gates: The Exit Interview,” page 74), in the
eighties many of us took great pleasure in
the success of fellow geek Bill Gates. He is
not, however, Henry Ford. Microsoft did
not become big and wealthy because of any
technological prescience, nor by any great
business acumen. It became great because
IBM sought out Bill Gates to provide an
operating system for its newly developed
microcomputer, and then proceeded to
include that operating system in millions of
PCs. IBM immediately set the standard, and
third-party software developers proceeded
to provide applications for Microsoft DOS.
Other microcomputer manufacturers
(with the exception of Apple and a few oth-
ers) preloaded their machines with DOS to
be as much like IBM as possible. Windows
was not an immediate success, because
most users did not need the Apple-like
graphical interface.

Microsoft did do one clever thing with
‘Word: It provided an option to allow it to
run as if it were MultiMate or Word Perfect.
‘When a user did something in one of these
modes, the software advised them of how
that task would have been done in Word's
native mode, thus teaching the user how to
use Word. Microsoft also gave away many
thousands of copies of it to corporate users

CORRECTIONS AND AMPLIFICATIONS
In our October Front Sid ry, "

Campus
Univers

stated that at Kar State
percent of instructors deliver
ding to the university, the actual
is percentage.

and provided them with a special 800-
number help line. Finally, it started packag-
ing Word together with other software ata
very attractive price.

Bill Gates took an opportunity and
made the most of it. He deserves a great
deal of credit for this, but let’s not overstate
his accomplishments.—Bruce Powell

Don’t Jump the Gun, Microsoft

I nearly cried when I read the various
articles in the August 2008 issue of PC
Magazine. How can Microsoft even con-
template “pillars” and touchscreens
when it still hasn’t given us two things we
all would like: (1) a system that is robust
enough to do two things at the same time
without freezing and requiring a restart,
and (2) the ability to print a directory from
Windows Explorer?—Joyce McDowell

A Mac User’s Take on Vista

I have to disagree with John C. Dvorak
in his Inside Track column in the August
issue (page 53). He says: “The PC users
familiar with Vista hated it, but the Mac
users said it was great. I've now concluded
that the Mac users were just plaving with
it and enjoyed its fancy look-and-feel.
They never really used it.”

I see it differently. I've used Macs from
0510.1.0 through Tiger and found them to
have great stability. They weren't always
able to run what I needed, however (com-
patibility issues in a business environment).
In 2005, I formed a hate-hate relationship
with Win XP—lockups and blue screens
galore. I couldn’t wait to ditch it.

Vista has a much easier network setup
(almost as easy as OS X) and printer setup
(atleast using TCP-IP). I've never gotten a
blue screen of death with Vista. And, ves,
it is pretty.

I suspect Mac users are more toler-
ant of change. Vista demands a brief yet
steep learning curve, creating newbies
out of many experienced users (includ-
ing the experts). Change is difficult, but as
I see it, Vista has many more pluses than
minuses.—Iony DeAngelis

HOW TO CONTACT US We welcome your com-
ments and suggestions. When sending e-mail to
Feedback, please state in the subject line of your
message which article or column prompted your
response. E-mail pecmag@ziffdavis.com.

All letters become the property of PC Magazine
and are subject to editing. We regret that we
cannot answer letters individually
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Do a quick Internet search to check out the reviews. The ScanSnap S300 is everything you
want in a document scanner to easily unclutter and de-stress your life at home and at your office. With the
touch of a button, the ScanSnap S300’s automatic document feeder lets you quickly scan both sides of a
document—directly to searchable PDFs for filing or emailing. Visit http://us.fujitsu.com/scanners/searchpcmag
and tell us how you’ll ScanSnap. You might win a $100 American Express gift check.
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F What’s New from the World of Tech

SIE

The Best Tech You Can’t Get

Overseas technology often trumps even the best gear we have in the U.S.

Everything is better here in the U.S, right?
While that may be true for cheeseburgers,
colleges, and pop music, it's not always
the case with technology. In fact, there are
many devices that are sold only overseas
that would make U.S. technophiles drool.
For example, how would vou like a
handheld device that could replace your
laptop, cell phone, camcorder, GPS, and
iPod? The Miutech Hybrid Dual (sold only
in South Korea, for about $500) is slightly
larger than an average cell phone, runs
Windows XP and Linux Qplus, and con-
tains a 30GB or 60GB hard drive, a proces-
sor that can be up to1 GHz, a full QWERTY
keyboard, a 4-inch LCD, Wi-Fi, and Blue-
tooth 2.0 compatibility. And if you think the

iPhone is slim, take a look at the Samsung
SGH-U100, the world’s thinnest smart-
phone. It's 5.9mm thick and—vou guessed
it—sold only abroad.

HDTVs are another category with
amazing models sold elsewhere. The
Sony Bravia KDL-32]El is an eco-friendly
LCD that runs on only 89 watts of power
(as opposed to the 160 watts that Bravia
models in America use) and is made from
recycled plastics from old color CRTs and
polystyrene foam from packaging. And Pio-
neer is entering the LCD game—but only
in Europe—with its KURO line, including
many of the same features as the compa-
ny’s plasma sets. Korea is taking GPS to the
next level with the JATY DR7200 (below),

which crams in mountain, car, and golf
navigation, video playback, a photo viewer,
an e-book reader, and even a breathalyzer
behind its 7-inch touch screen.

So why not sell this device and other
gadgets like it in the U.S.2 The answer lies
in the culture of American consumers.

According to Jeff Yang, a columnist for
the San Francisco Chronicle who writes
about Asian culture, the market in Japan,
for example, is driven by early adopters (in
many cases, teenagers) who want nothing
short of the bleeding edge—and are willing
to pay for it. But in the U.S., Yang writes,
“the average U.S. electronics consumer
is driven more by cost and value than by
features and technological sophistication.”
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Two other factors that come into play are
the market influence of U.S. businesses
and consumers 50 years and older. Both
groups want affordable, trusty tech instead
of the smallest, fastest, or flashiest.

But for U.S. early adopters there’s some
hope that products like these will make
their way here soon. Increasing interest

FRONTSIDE

in UMPCs and multifunction cell phones
among U.S. consumers, for example, has
already led to an increase in products
available here from companies such as HP,
ASUS, LG, and Nokia. Apple’s innovations
have driven demand for high-end tech
products besides the iPhone and iPod.
A number of products that are released

overseas eventually make it to our shores.
Since we ran our 2007 list of foreign gad-
gets, devices such as the Sony Rolly, LG
Prada, and Nokia EQ0 have become avail-
able stateside.—Corinne Iozzio

To seemore gadgets that are available only
in other countries, check out our slideshow
atgo.pcmag.com/foreigntech.

JUST OUT OF REACH Some of the cool
gadgets sold overseas include a pocket
video cam and slim waterproof phone.

The Slowdown of SuperSpeed USB

The much-anticipated USB 3.0 promises breakneck speed—if developers can get it to market.

Imagine uploading an entire HD movie to your laptop in just over
aminute. Or how about downloading all the MP3 files of an audio-
book to your player in seconds? Sounds great, right?

Developers of the next-generation of USB technology are hop-
ing to deliver on that promise when they release the spec for USB
3.0—also known as SuperSpeed USB—in the fourth quarter of this
year. In August, Intel released the larger part of the spec for the
Extensible Host Controller Interface (xHCI) for USB3.0. The com-
pany is part of the USB Implementers Forum, a group of tech giants
including HP, Intel, Microsoft, and Texas Instruments who create
the USB protocols. The xHCI interface is 90 percent of what manu-
facturers need to build silicon compatible with the new standard.

Once the standard is released, Intel says, the results will be
dramatic. Jeff Ravencraft, president and chair of the USB-IF and
atechnology strategist at Intel, boasts, “It’s going to have over ten
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times the performance [of USB 2.0].” With USB 3.0’s dedicated
lines going in and out, communications between host and device
will be simultaneous. Also, the data-transfer rate will jump from
480 megabits per second to a whopping 5 gigabits per second.

Because the spec has been on the table for over a year, many are
wondering what’s holding up its release. Intel competitors AMD
and nVidia complained that Intel was unfairly delaying release
of the spec to give itself an advantage. To counter, Intel spokes-
person Nick Knupffer points out that Intel was absorbing the cost
of developing the spec, thus saving AMD and nVidia the cost of
developing one themselves. “This is the same way we've done it
with USB 2.0,” Knupffer says.

So when will USB 3.0-compatible products hit stores? Manu-
facturers are expected to release the first round in late 2009.
—Anne Louise Bannon
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TECHNORIDE www.technoride.com

Toyota Wheels Out Segway-Like “Winglet”

The Winglet is Toyota's newest attempt to upstage the
American-made Segway by delivering its own funky, bat-
tery-powered personal transport device. Offered in three
iterations, the "S," "M,” and “L,"” the Winglet is based on
some of Sony’s latest robotics technology. The Winglet
“robotic transporter” certainly scores points for agility and
a roller-skate-like, fun-to-ride character. However, it's only
good for roughly 3.7 mph and just over 6 miles between
charges across all models. By contrast, the Segway is near-
ly four times heavier but can speed up to 12,5 mph and go
24 miles on a single charge. Toyota is hoping to introduce
a market version of the Winglet by 2010.—Steven Volynets

GOODCLEANTECH
www.goodcleantech
.com

New Low-Cost Solar
Cells Made Using
Pizza Oven

Even with the
impending price drop

for PV cells, many
people in developing
countries can't afford
solar installations. A
process called IJET,
from Australian PhD
student Nicole Kuep-
per (above), produces
solar cells using low-
cost materials and has
low energy reguire-
ments. iJET enlists an
inkjet printer, solvent,
and a pizza oven. It
might take five years
for the technology to
be commercialized,
—Mariella Moon

SMART DEVICE CENTRAL www.smartdevicecentral.com

How To: Listen to Internet Radio on Your Windows Mobile Handset

With today's high-speed broadband connections and Wi-Fi-eguipped handsets, almost any smart-
phone can act as a radio player, but since Windows Mobile is the most prevalent smartphone OS, here
are a few resources for listening to Internet radio on that platform. e-Mobile Radio 1.5, $19.95, www
.handango.com; Mobile Satellite Radio (XM), $21.95, www.handango.com, PocketStreamer Pro, $19.95,
www.pocketgear.com; Resco Pocket Radio, $19.99, www.resco.nel/pocketpc/radio.—Jamie Lendino

GEARLOG www.gearlog.com

Hands On: Jakks Pacific EyeClops Night Vision

Though this is a kids' gadget, we still had fun testing it. The EyeClops ($79.99)
takes five AA batteries and includes a small display and LED light for seeing
at greater distances. Amazingly, thaough my test environment consisted of
almost total darkness, | was able to see people and objects pretty clearly up
close. Because of the small virtual display, objects in the distance can look
pretty murky. The goggles diminish your peripheral vision and depth percep-
tion, so | had to flip up the eye piece to get my bearings.—8rian Bennett

Portable and
Lightweight

Completely Spans
the Lap

» Reduces notebook heat cooling your lap
» Dual purpose lapdesk and desktop stand
« Lightweight and compact size

» Folds up for easy storage

 Rubberized surface keeps notebook from sliding Typing

Oridertoday!

Improves Ergonomics

Begin Receiving the Ergonomic Benefit
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LITMOB

litmob.com

Rather than focus on
lengthy descriptions
of the author's back-
ground, influences, and
similarities to other
waorks, LitMob cuts to
the core of a book, giv-
ing you a plot synopsis,
enough information to
get you interested, and
enough background
information to get you
reading.—Alan Henry

www.sporcle.com

Take hundreds of race-
against-the-clock quiz-
zes covering every sub-
ject from politics and
geography to sports
and television, Sporcle
developers are working
on letting users create
their own quizzes.
—Brittany Petersen

THEMOVIEMAP
www.themoviemap.com
This community-
sourced Google Maps
mashup allows mem-
bers and visitors to
populate an interactive
global map with loca-
tions of scenes from
their favorite movies,
and even add photos
of the locations and the
filming.—AH

For more cool Web sites
and handy utifities and
apps, visit PC Magazine's
blog AppScout (www
.appscout.com).

FRONTSIDE

CONNECTED TRAVELER

Speed Through Airport Security

These TSA-approved, checkpoint-friendly laptop bags can save valuable
time and avoid hassles at the x-ray machine.

(2

Getting through airport security isn't exactly
painless for the 25 percent of travelers who carry
laptops. You're asked to remove your laptop from
its case or bag and place it into a bin, which tends
to hold up the line of passengers. But as of August
16, air travelers who use a “checkpoint-friendly”
laptop bag or case don't have to remove notebook
computers before the X-ray.

Forty manufacturers submitted laptop case
prototypes to the Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) for testing, and at three
airports live tests of these prototypes have been
under way. For a bag to be considered checkpoint-
friendly, the TSA states that it must meet the fol-
lowing five standards: it must have a designated
laptop-only section; the laptop-only section must
completely unfold to lie flat on the X-ray belt;
there can be no metal snaps, zippers, or buckles
inside, underneath, or on top of the laptop-only
section; no pockets are allowed on the inside or
outside of the laptop-only section; nothing can be
packed in the laptop-only section other than the
computer itself. Here's a look at some of the mod-
els that meet these criteria.

The (1) Briggs & Riley Travelware Speed-
Thru ($89.99) is a laptop sleeve that’s not only
checkpoint-friendly but also integrates with the
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company’s “@work” and “verb” business case
collections. (2) Mobile Edge recently introduced
three new TSA-compliant case designs as part of
the company’s ScanFast collection. This product
line includes a backpack, a briefcase, and a mes-
senger bag ($99 each), all designed to open easily
for airport screeners. The backpack can hold a lap-
top with ascreen up to 17 inches, and the briefcase
and messenger bag will accommodate screens up
to 15.4 inches. The (3) Aerovation Checkpoint-
Friendly Laptop Bag ($129.95) is a no-nonsense
bag designed by engineers and pilots. It has two
compartments—one with 4mm of EVA foam pad-
ding for a laptop with a screen size of up to 15.4
inches and another to store accessories. And its
handy top hinge simplifies the process of folding it
open and laying it on the conveyor belt.

Specifically designed for the MacBook Air, the
(4) Incipio Orion laptop sleeve ($34.95) is made
from high-density foam, lined with suede microfi-
ber, and comes in seven colors. The company also
makes the QuickCheck bag series for other Mac-
Book models. Finally, the (5) CODi Phantom CT3
($225) features three stylus/pen pockets, four elas-
ticized pockets, dual business/credit card pock-
ets, a key fob, and an ergonomic shoulder strap.
—]Jennifer L. DeLeo
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capture an amazing 40 high reso
7 megapixel images in one second providing
more images to choose from than a DSLR.
Get close to the action with the 20 time
optical zoom starting at 26mm wide-angle.

A push of a button enables you to shoot
high definition 720p video and switch to
high speed slow motion video. You can
capture in 30-210fps, 420fps, and 1,000fps.
At 1,000fps you can catch movement that
you cannot see with the naked eye.

E=2ILIM. EX-FH20 | ornenr et

http://exilim.casio.com High Speed Burst mode
_ ¢ 1,000 frames per second
RITZ High Speed Video
' _IMAGE * 20x optical zoom

Available at select stores.




Is your old notebook nothing more than an obstacle?
Be more productive with a new one from CDW.

HP EliteBook 6930p Notebook PC

- Intel® Wireless WiFi Link 5100AGN invent
» HP Mobile Broadband powered by Gobi™?
= Memory: 2GB
= 160GB hard drive
* DVD+RW drive
HP SMART BUY' = 14.1" WXGA display with web camera
 Windows™ XP Professional downgrade installed®

Adobe® Creative Suite® 4 Design Premium

l additional tools and services
|

% Call CDW for pricing

Licensing available*

HP Advanced Docking Station with

“v Smart Adapter
. » A robust desktop replacement solution

i Eg * Advanced features for future expansion

$299.99 CDW 949943

We're there with the technology solutions you need.

Sure, outdated technology can serve your needs. But unfortunately, not your work needs. When you
upgrade to new technology from CDW, you'll be more productive than ever. If you need to go mobile, you
can with countless wireless options. Need to upgrade to a new operating system? No problem. Of course,
we also offer a personal account manager who knows the needs of your business, as well as a host of
configuration services. Bottom line — we'll make sure you get what you need, when you need it. So call
CDW today and work smarter, not harder.

CDW.com | 800.399.4CDW

'HP Smart Buy instant savings reflected in advertised price; HP Smart Buy instant savings is based on a comparison of the HP Smart Buy price versus the
stancard list price of an identical product; savings may vary based on channel and/or direct standald pricing; call your COW account manager for details, 2Call
your COW Mabile Wireless Spedalist for activation of broadband card, *Windows XP i d with Windows Vista® Certificate of Authenticity and logo.

Windows Vista media included. Customer has rights to both Windows Vista and Windows XP Professional. 'Adabe Open Options (ADO]} valume licensing;
call your COW account manager for details. Offer subject to COW's standard terms and conditions of sale, available at COW.com. ©2008 COW Corporation

1 * Design Premium combines Adabe InDesign® €54, Photoshop®
i L) 54 Extended, lllustrator® €54, Flash® CS4 Professional,
Dreamweaver® C54, Fireworks® C54, and Acrobat® 9 Pro with

= Intel® Centrino® 2 Pracessor Technology m g $1425 99
- Intel” Core™ 2 Duo Processor P8600 (2.40GHz) COW 1529383

Al

X

The Right Technology. Right Away.*
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Dell XPS M1730 (Penryn)
$4,184 direct
(X X T X6

PROS Intel Extreme processor.
Best mobile nVidia graphics

to date. 4GB RAM. Excellent
LED accents with customizable
themes and colors.

SLI configuration. Dedicated
Ageia PhysX card.

CONS Very pricey. Way too bulky.
go.pcmag.com,/mi730pen

DELL XPS M1730 (PENRYN)

Mobile
Gaming
Beast

The newest Dell XPS M1730 (Penryn) is an awe-
inspiring piece of technological splendor. A bold
statement, yes, but one that’s easily warranted by
this masterfully designed gaming laptop, despite its
size and heft.

Weight is, in fact, this rig’s only limitation. With
its gigantic AC adapter, the weight of the 17-inch,
widescreen M1730 jumps to almost 14 pounds. None-
theless, the M1730 is a terrific example of where
technology is heading. LED lights shine out through
the grilles of the front speakers and from underneath
the keyboard, the numeric keypad, and the center of
the lid. You can also customize the lights with Dell’s
Quickset software. If you're more interested in con-
serving power or battery life, the intensity of these
lights can be lowered or turned off.

The feature set is solid, for the most part, except
for the aging DVI-out connector. The 2.8-GHz Intel
Core 2 Extreme X9000 represents the M1730's
move to a “Penryn” core. The M1730 also includes a
built-in PhysX card from Ageia—a first for a laptop,
as well as dual nVidia GeForce 8800M GTX graph-
ics cards.

The M1730’s SYSmark 2007 Preview Overall
score was slightly behind our comparison system, the
Alienware Area-51 m15x (by 6 percent). The system’s
video-encoding score also came up short. Scores on
CineBench R10 and Photoshop tests, on the other
hand, were as impressive as those of the Alienware
laptop. Results on the World in Conflict and Crysis
gaming tests were 1.7 times and 7.2 times as high,
respectively, as those of the Alienware. As for battery
life, the Dell laptop’s score of 1 hour 30 minutes on
MobileMark 2007 sentences it to a life near a power
outlet. But for serious gamers, the game experience
is what counts the most. Here the M1730 easily takes
first prize. If you're looking for an all-around laptop
that’s still strong on gaming, however, I'd recom-
mend going for the Alienware system.—Cisco Cheng

Specs: Intel Core 2 Extreme X9000 (2.8 GHz); 4GB
DDR2 SDRAM; 250G:B, 7200-rpm hard drive; SLI nVidia
GeForce 8800M GTX, 512MB; 17-inch, 1,920-by-1,200
display; Intel Wireless Wi-Fi Link 4965AGN; 10.7 pounds
(13.7 pounds travel); dual-layer DVD+R; four USB ports;
one FireWire port, 85-Wh, 77-Ah, lithium ion battery;
Windows XP Professional.

| @000 FAIR | ®0000C POCR

LED lights all
avound the laptop

INSIDE

19 Hardware
24 Business

32 Consumer
Electronics

46 Software
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FIRST LOOKS HARDWARE

External antenna for veliable surfing

ASUS Eee Box PC
$350 list
LA L Je

PROS Tiny. Quiet.
Energy-efficient. Express
Gate pre-Windows
quick-boot mode. Win-
dows XP Home. Mount-
able on VESA monitor.
Multithreaded processor.

CONS Smallish hard
drive. No real 3D perfor-
mance. Low benchmark
test numbers. Only 1GB
of memory. No CD or
DVD drive. It's Windows,
so you're vulnerable to
Windows malware and
viruses.

For more: go.pcmag
comy/eeebox

Canon CanoScan 8800F
$199.99 direct
[ X X X Jo

PROS High-quality scans, particu-
larly for prints. Backlight correction
feature. LED light source eliminates
warm-up time.

CONS Scratch removal feature has
little to no effect. Scans only four
slides at a time.

For more: go.pcmag.comy/canon8800f
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ASUS EEE BOX PC

Energy-Efficient Web Surfing

ASUS has developed a reputation for building small, useful PCs
on the cheap. The company is expanding the idea with the Eee Box
PC,a Windows XP “net-top” system with the Intel Atom processor
and impressive energy efficiency (using only 18 watts of power).

This 7-by-1.2-by-8.8-inch (HWD) slab comes with a Linux-
based quick-boot environment called Express Gate, which also
reduces the time it takes to get online and is fine for Web surfing
and making VoIP calls. Running Win XP slows the Ece Box down,
because ofits poky processor and integrated graphics. The system
also has Skype, a chat client, and a photo viewer.

The Eee Box connected in seconds to our 802.11n wireless
router. If you don’t have a wireless network, you can connect via
Ethernet. Though this system had abysmal benchmark test scores,
it handles its primary task of Web surfing adeptly enough.

In addition to the Eee Box's small size, the system also has
RoHS and Energy Star certification. It lacks EPEAT certification,
however, so it just missed receiving our GreenTech Approved
seal. Nonetheless, this is a cheap, compact, and energy-efficient
system that does everything it promises in a predictable manner.
—Joel Santo Domingo

Specs: 1.6-GHz Intel Atom N270 processor, 1GB 533-MHz DDR2 SDRAM,
80GB 5400-rpm SATA hard drive, Intel Integrated GMA 950 Graphics,
four USB 2.0 ports, Windows XP Home Edition.

CANON CANOSCAN 8800F

Fast, Accurate Photo Scanning

Canon's recipe for the 8800F seems simple: Start with the previous
generation—the CanoScan 8600F—as the foundation, boost the
scan quality, replace the light source with LEDs, and, unfortunately,
raise the price by about 20 percent. The resultis a scanner that does
an excellent job with photographic prints, does a reasonably good
jobwith film, and just misses out on earning an Editors’ Choice.

Like the 8600F, the 8800F offers 4,800-pixel-per-inch (ppi)
optical resolution and similar scan speeds. One noteworthy limi-
tation, however, is that the 8800F can scan only four slides or two
six-frame strips of 35mm film at a time.

The Twain driver of the 8800F offers Simple, Multi-Scan, and
Advanced modes; backlight and color correction; and features for
restoring color and removing dust and scratches. Scan quality for
photographic prints was excellent—and actually a bit better than
what you get with the current Editors’ Choice, the Epson Perfec-
tion V500 Photo. Scan quality for film, however, was not as good
as that of the V500. The 8800F’s LED light source gives it a fairly
consistent scan speed, resulting in a zippy 8 to 12 seconds for scan-
ning a 4-by-6 at 300 ppi and saving the scan as an uncompressed
TTFF file. For slides, it took 20 seconds to prescan, and I minute 11
seconds to scan one slide at 2,400 ppi. But the lack of an automatic
document feeder (ADF) means it's not great for office use.

Although the B800F doesn’t offer enough to replace the V500 as
our Editors’ Choice, it is worth considering.—M. David Stone



Want energy-efficient
performance? You want
me in your laptop.
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NEW INTEL® CENTRINO® 2 PROCESSOR TECHNOLOGY. ('ntel')

With innovative new battery life-saving features, it's our best-performing
notebook technology ever. Find out more at intel.com/go/centrino  Centrino 2

THE WORLD'S BEST NOTEBOOKS HAVE INTEL® CENTRINO® 2 INSIDE.

For more infarmation on why tel* Centring® 2 precessor technology erabies the best notebooks, viit ittpdfawintel comdperformance/ @2008 Infel Corporation. Al rghts reservedd Intel, the Intel loga, Centring, and
Centrine Inside are tademarks of Intel Corparation in the LS and other calntries.



FIRST LOOKS HARDWARE

MAXTOR ONETOUCH 4 MINI (250GBE)
Storage with
the Right Touch

Small enough to fit inside a coat or suit pocket, this
Maxtor drive has received a nice speed boost (from
5400 to 7,200 rpm) over last year’s Editors’ Choice
160GB model. Suitable for transporting and syncing
data between multiple machines, the OneTouch 4
Mini stands out from its rivals. Although its disaster
recovery is only for Windows XP or Vista users with
NTFS-formatted drives, the OneTouch 4 Mini is
one of the best portable drives available, and it once
again earns our Editors’ Choice.

This drive is relatively small at 0.6 by 4.9 by 3.2
inches (HWD). Its brushed-aluminum top, thick
plastic sides, and rubberized bottom convey a sense
of security. Maxtor’s OneTouch backup software is
installed on the drive itself and gives you the option
to back up or sync an entire drive or specific fold-
ers. You can't, however, sync a Windows Vista and
a Windows XP PC. You also get DrivePass, a power-
ful security utility with AES 256-bit encryption. The
SafetyDrillutility creates animage of your PC’s drive
and backs it up to the OneTouch 4 Mini—but it is still
limited to NTFS drives.

HP PHOTOSMART PRO B8850 PHOTO PRINTER

Pro-Quality Photos
on the Cheap

File this HP photo printer under “pleasant sur-
prises.” It has several features that make it one of
the best sub-$1,000 photo printers available, most
notably fully automated self-calibration and a
pigment-based ink system. Although it does not
include a network connector, it is still an impressive
choice.

The B8850’s ink system uses eight inks, with
a separate cartridge for each color. The pigment-
based inks, as opposed to dye based, go hand in
hand with better longevity for prints. Finding a spot
for the B8850, however, could be a challenge. The
printer weighs a hefty 37.7 pounds and measures
arelatively large 9.5 by 26.5 by 16.9 inches (HWD).
This printer also has a second paper feed slot for
printing up to13 by 19 inches.

In terms of test results, the B8850’s total time on
the business applications suite was 15 minutes 30
seconds, the same total as that of our previous Edi-
tors’ Choice, the HP B9180. On our photo suite the
B8850 averaged 1:49 for each 4-by-6 and 3:53 for each
8-by-10. For this class of printers, photo guality isa
lot more important than speed, so whatever points it
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Maxtor OneTouch 4 Mini
(250GB)

$129.99 direct

—— ' Y X X Yo

U PROS: Fast data transfer.

EEn

256-bit encryption. Five-
year warranty.

CONS: SafetyDrill does
not work with Fat32 or Mac OS.
Cannot sync data between Vista
and XP systems.

For more! go.pecmag.com,”
4mini250gb

The OneTouch 4 Mini is also a speedy drive,
taking only 49 seconds to back up our 1.22GB test
folder via drag-and-drop and 50 seconds using the
OneTouch software. These times, nearly identical
to those of the previous OneTouch 4 Mini, remain
impressive. Costing about $20 less than competing
drives with the same capacity, this device is still the
hard drive to beat.—Brian K. Neal

loses on speed is more than made up on quality. The
results for both color and monochrome prints were
as good as those of any printer I've tested, with real-
istic color, appropriately subtle shading, and impres-
sively smooth gradients. Graphics and text output
on photo paper is similarly high-quality. Because it
offers enough extras over its competition at a good
price, the B8850 earns our Editors’ Choice for low-
end prosumer photo printers.—M. David Stone

HP Photosmart Pro
B8850 Photo Printer
$549.99 direct

[ X X X X))

N PROS: Superb
J " photo output
BRI ot sizes up to
Eﬁi‘.,{'{‘f 13 by 19 inches.
SULSE Fine-art papers
available.

CONS: Photos and
graphics on plain paper
are disappointing.

For more: go.pcmag
com/b8850
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Simply Transfer Your Music, Videos, and Photos
to Enjoy Anytime, Anywhere with Nero Move it.

Sure, you could do it the old way. Connect your devices, open folders, drag content, and hope it all arrives in
working order. But who needs the hassle? You want to transfer content between devices. Do it easily and
confidently. So you can sit back and enjoy the ride.

Nero Move it gets your content to its destination, on time and intact. It automatically selects the best format
for your multimedia content, and optimizes resolution. Transfer video from your camera to your PSP". Move
music from your laptop to your iPod™ with just a few clicks.

Available online at www.nero.com or at a participating retailer.
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FIRST LOOKS BUSINESS

Lenovo's
Small-Biz
Resurrection

The predictable demise of Lenovo’s small-business
notebook line—the 3000 series—happened with
little or no notice. The gap between the enterprise
ThinkPads and the 3000 series was simply too wide
for any small-business user to bridge. Yet that ending
allowed a new line of Lenovo small-business laptops
to emerge. The ThinkPad SL400 looks as if it's from
the same gene pool as its enterprise brothers, and
it inherits many of the classic ThinkPad design fea-
tures, such as the signature keyboard and TrackPoint
pointing stick. No slouch, the SL400 blazes the per-
formance trails with a variety of processing options.

Although the SL400 retains many of the Think-
Pad qualities, several things differentiate it, among
them a glossy black top. And to keep production
costs down, Lenovo constructed the SL400 of part
plastic, part magnesium alloy, so it’s not as sturdy
as, for example, the ThinkPad X200. This laptop’s
14-inch screen is bright and easy on the eyes, while
the 1,440-by-900 resolution is perfect for this screen
size. The rest of the feature set is built for hard-core
business professionals. The SL400’s cellular modem
has a GPS module and is compatible with AT&T,
Verizon, and Sprint service. Top it off with Bluetooth
connectivity and you're esentially getting the same
wireless options that the ThinkPad X200 has.

The SL400’s 2.24-GHz P8400 processor deliv-
ered SYSmark 2007 Preview Overall scores that
surpassed those of our Toshiba Satellite Pro U400
comparison system by 15 percent. Even more impres-
sive is the system’s energy efficiency, especially
considering its discrete graphics card, the nVidia
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GeForce 9300M GS. The SL400 achieved 4 hours 38
minutes of battery life on MobileMark 2007. And this
system also meets the standards for Energy Star 4.0,
EPEAT Silver, and RoHS certification, as well as our
own: Itearns our GreenTech Approved badge.

The ThinkPad SL400 demonstrates that an
inexpensive small-business laptop doesn’t have to
sacrifice performance and features. You're basi-
cally paying consumer prices for all the best things
that are associated with the ThinkPad moniker.
—Cisco Cheng

Lenovo ThinkPad
SL400

$1,129 direct

(X X I Jol

PROS: Aggres-

sively priced.

ThinkPad
keyboard and
WIER pointing stick.
Excellent performance
scores. Battery life
is very good, even
with discrete graph-
ics. Environmentally
sound. Superior wireless
options. Excellent array
of connectivity ports.
CONS: Frame is a little
bulky.

For more’ go.pcmag

com/SL400
Specs: 2.24-GHz Intel Core 2 Duo P8400; 2GB DDR2
SDRAM; 160GB, 5400-rpm hard drive; 256MB nVidia
GeForce 9300M GS graphics; 14.1-inch, 1,440-by-9200
display; Intel Wi-Fi Link 5100; 6.0 pounds (6.8 pounds
travel); four USB ports; 84-Wh, 7.8-Ah, lithium ion bat-
terv; Windows Vista Business.
A High scores are best. MOBILE- WikiDawS T T PhGTEHOP
n'nhmm’fﬁé’:gmm, MARK SYSMARK | \iepia 53 ACTION
2007 & 2007 ENCODEY | CINEBENCH | SETV
hrzmin OVERALLA = minsec RIO & minsec
Lenovo ThinkPad SL400 4:38 122 1:13 4,628 0:32
Toshiba Satellite Pro 3:28 106 1:17 4,354 0:36

U400-51001X*

* Reparted for comparisan.



The single view
to your multi-vendor enterprise.

With APC InfraStruXure® Central, our suite of data center
management software is now fully vendor neutral!

Your facility is growing by the day, especially with the proliferation of high density applications.
But when you consolidate servers to save space and energy, you're raising the risk profile.

One false move, and the network is down. APC understands that managing your assets is
critical to the success of your facility. We also realize that management software is only as good
as the number of devices it monitors. Checking multiple screens and synthesizing data at the
speed of business is difficult but necessary. This is why we're introducing the only truly vendor
neutral management software suite in the business that brings all your data into one place:
InfraStruXure Central and InfraStruXure Change and Capacity Manager v 5.0.

See IT and beyond.
Available in three sizes for various environments, InfraStruXure Central v 5.0 gives you an
unprecedented level of visibility to the physical infrastructure layer of your data center.

When you monitor the entire facility with this scope and level of detail you can achieve
efficiency and management goals with ease. Power down idle assets, avoid hot spots and
equipment failure, rescue stranded capacity, and know about security issues - before they
become a problem.

Seeing is believing.

Choose the centralized, single view of your facility's power, cooling, security, and environmental
conditions with IntraStruXure Central v 5.0. When combined with InfraStruXure architecture,
you can achieve truly predictable simulation of your entire data center.
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HP Officejet Pro
L7590 All-in-One
Printer

$299 direct

[ X X X Jo

B PROS Fast print-
y ing for business
apps. Prints,
scans, faxes over
el network, Stand-
alone copier and fax.
CONS Slow photo print-
ing. Photo quality is a
touch below par for an
inkjet.

For more: go.pcmag.
com/hpi7580

ALSO REVIEWED AT
PCMAG.COM

Canon Pixma
MX7600 All-in-One
$399 direct

[ X X X Jo

Epson Stylus NX400
$99 direct
o908 CO

Kodak ESP 3
All-in-One Printer
$129 direct
®0eCO

FIRST LOOKS BUSINESS

HP OFFICEJET PRO L7590 ALL-IN-ONE PRINTER

Built-in Auplexer and
250-sheet mput tvay

Small-Office Champ

The features that distinguish an office inkjet all-in-
one (AIO) from a home model are all represented
in the L7590. You get an Ethernet connector; an
automatic document feeder (ADF); and the ability
to print, scan, and fax over a network, send e-mails
with scanned attachments, and make photocopies.
But this model’s print engine sets it apart as a truly
office-centric printer. The L7590 prints text surpris-
ingly well for an inkjet but falls short with photos.
The resultis an ATO that’s truly focused on office
use, and squarely targeted at the small and home
office.

The L7590 weighs 34.3 pounds, which is on the
heavy side for an inkjet but still light enough for one
person to move around. A potentially more trouble-
some issue is the size. At 14 by 20.7 by 18.4 inches
(HWD), it's larger than I'd want to have sitting on
my desk. More important, it’s large enough that you
may have trouble finding room for it in a small office
where space is tight.

Its bulkiness, however, does not slow it down
in text print speed. I timed the L7590 at a total of
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9 minutes 14 seconds for our business applications
suite, which is significantly faster than some more
expensive models and just a touch slower than
what has been our Editors’ Choice in this category,
the HP Officejet Pro L7680 All-in-One. Such speed
does not extend to photos, unfortunately. In my
tests, the L7590 averaged 2:30 for each 4-by-6 and
5:21 for each 8-by-10.

Output quality for the L7590 was impressive
for text and graphics. More than half the test fonts
were easily readable, and graphics came out better
than most inkjets can manage. The photos, however,
were barely true photo quality, with some having
colors that were far too punchy and others in which
the whole image was darkened. On the plus side, the
cost per page for this printer is also an extraordi-
narily low 1.5 cents per black-and-white page, and 6
cents per color page.

Overall, the 1.7590 is a close match to the L7680 at
asubstantially lower price, making it an easy pick to
replace the L7680 as Editors’ Choice for a top-of-the-
line small and home office ATO.—M. David Stone



You spent more
money on your alien
costume for the
gamers convention.

Exclusively at Best Buy™ the incredibly affordable Toshiba Qosmio®” X305. Check it out, and let us help
you assemble the perfect gaming package with all the right gear and best games under one roof.

Learn more at http://www.bestbuy.com/toshibagaming

= 17" widescreen LCD display*

* |ntel® Core™ 2 Duo Processor P7350

« NVIDIA® GeForce® g700M GTS 512MB GDDR3
» 4GB DDR31066MHz memary

+ 200GB7200RPM hard drive

Leading Innavation 3>

.BEST

BUY

©2008 BEST BUY.BEST BUY and the tag design are trademarks of BEST BUY. *Screen measured diaganally. Yo u, Happier.*



KEEPING ON
SCHEDULE ACT! lets
you edit either just the
selected occurrence of
a scheduled activity or
every scheduled occur-
rence in the series.

ACT! by Sage 2009
$229.99 direct;
upgrade, $169.95

L X X Xile]

PROS Extremely power-
ful and flexible contact,
task, and calendar man-
agement. Good Outlook
integration.

CONS Confusing inter-
face is a hodgepodge
of ancient and modern
design and uses unintui-
tive terminology.

For more: go.pcmag.
com/act2009
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ACT! BY SAGE 2009

Complex Contact Management

ACT! by Sage 2009 is the newest version of the widely used contact management software.
This app lets you bring together many different kinds of information about individual con-
tacts, groups of contacts, and whole companies, so it's great for keeping track of vour calls,
e-mails, and letters to business prospects and customers. ACT! excels at gathering dozens of
differentkinds of contact information on a single screen, but this also means that the interface
can be intimidating, especially for new users.

ACT!not only tracks vour communications, builds mass mailings on paper or e-mail, and
alerts you with to-do lists, it also shares your calendar and other data across your company
or, in more advanced versions, across a whole enterprise. You can live almost your whole
professional life in ACT!, using it to launch e-mails from Outlook or to fire up Microsoft
Word to send mass mailings—and you can even use its built-in low-frills word processor if
vou don’t want to be overwhelmed by Word.

The basic ACT! interface is similar to that of earlier versions, and reasonably well orga-
nized for the amount of data it supports. It includes sidebar icons for many features and a
dashboard that displays a set of brightly colored charts showing the number of activities
you've performed, the opportunities you've followed up on, sales you've closed, and other
items that you can manually add to the display.

Over the vears, the product has built up a staggeringly extensive feature set, butit’s still
weighed down by a few clumsy interface flaws. For example, too much of the program uses
ACT"s special-purpose vocabulary instead of plain English. There is, however, improved
Outlook integration in which ACT!automatically records your e-mail activity and uses your
Outlook message-sorting rules. You can also back up your data automatically at almost any
interval vou choose.

Thanks to its new lookup features and expanded Outlook integration, ACT! 2009 is an
essential upgrade for existing users. Potential new users should prepare for a rough ini-
tiation period before they can manage this app’s dazzlingly wide and powerful range of
functions.—Edward Mendelson
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LEGALLY, WE CANNOT SAY
THERE'’S A NEW WORD FOR

HANDHELD.

The Panasonic Toughbook® U1 is a new kind of mobile
computer, a one-two punch of Toughbook ruggedness
with twin batteries for full-shift productivity. We wouldn’t
want to put words in your mouth, but being able to run
a full Windows® OS while still maintaining its convenient
lightweight design is something other handhelds can’t
begin to imagine. Couple that with its seemingly endless
integrated options like GPS, mobile broadband, a 2MP
camera and fingerprint and barcode scanners, and you
might forget you’re not carrying a laptop. We won’t say
we've reinvented the handheld. We'd rather wait and
hear you say it.

panasonic.com/toughbook/u1i 1.888.223.1184

Actual Size: 5.9" (L) x 7.2" (W) x 2.2" (H)

PO CEBO0KL

HOA N H E L 'D
sl < o R W S M THE RUGGED ORIGINAL.

Panasonic ideas for life

Intal, the Intal logo, Intel Atom, and Intel Atom Inside are tmdumarks of Intel Corporation In the LS. and other countries. Toughbook notebook PCs are coverad by a 3-year Ilmned warranty, parts an(j
labor. To view the full text of the log on to p: business/ t.asp. Please consult your Panasonic representative prior to p isc
product specifications and accessorles. Spucm:alluns subject to change without notice. @zooa Panasonic Corporation of North America. All rights reserved. New Wurd H FYD8-2
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Canon EOS

Digital Rebel XSi

$799 list with 18-to-

55mm IS kit lens; $999

with 55-250mm IS lens

(X X X X

[TT7) PROS Magnifi-
Lf cent resolu-

Wy
i=m'2 tionand image
guality. Uses SD
cards. Larger
LCD screen. Kit lens now
image stabilized. Live
View.

CONS Button rearrange-
ment a mixed bag. No
1SO 3200. Image editing
software may not be
compatible with the
XSi's RAW format.

For more! go.pcmag.
com/rebelxsi

FIRST LOOKS CONSUMER ELECTRONICS

CANON EOS DIGITAL REBEL XSl

Rebel Without Compare

The Canon EOS Rebel XSiis the fourth in Canon’s
Digital Rebel series and a worthy successor in the
lineage that sparked the prosumer D-SLR revolution.
This version has 12.2 megapixels (up from 10MP in
the XT1i), an image-stabilized kit lens, a larger LCD
display, Live View, a new control scheme, compat-
ibility with SD and SDHC cards, more battery capac-
ity, and a new color scheme. Add to that the same
great performance as its predecessors delivered and
vou have a new Editors’ Choice.

On the outside, vou'll notice a few changes in
this new Rebel. Gone is the silver trim in favor of
all black. The LCD is a bit larger (3 inches, 230,000
pixels), and the column of buttons to the display’s left
has been removed. Also, the new Live View system
lets you accurately frame shots with the LCD with-
out looking through the viewfinder, a boon to macro
photographers. What has remained is the very thor-
ough menu system, which shows you ISO, aperture,
shutter speed, white balance, focus type, exposure
compensation, battery life, image size, and more. A
particularly pleasing feature is the dust reduction
system, which incorporates a vibrating filter that
shakes dust away from the camera’s sensor.
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The included 18mm-to-55mm kit lens (which
now has optical image stabilization) takes exquisite
photos. Colors were well balanced, focus was sharp,
and daytime shots rarely showed any fringing. But if
you want to take your photography to the next level,
opt for the 55mm-to-250mm image-stabilized lens
(8299 list). A complaint we'd had about the XTi, a
somewhat weak flash, seems to have been resolved.

In our testing, the XSi showed excellent boot
and recycle times of 0.6 and 0.8 seconds, respec-
tively, though shutter lag, at 0.7 seconds, was more
than we'd like. Wide-field images showed a touch of
barrel distortion. I also tested the XSi's continuous
shooting speed in “burst mode.” The initial burst, in
Fine JPEG format, netted 23 images in 6.6 seconds,
or 3.5 images per second, more than an image per
second better than the XT1i's (slightly longer) burst.

My quibbles with the EOS Digital Rebel XSi are
minor and don't detract from its high quality and
the features Canon has added while keeping the
price in check. Though other manufacturers have
tried, none have kept pace with the XSi in its com-
bination of price, performance, features, and image
quality.—Tony Hoffman
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DON'T BE SO SAD.
YOU WERE VERY GOOD,
ONCE UPON A TIME.

Most of today’s Internet security technologies are
awkward and cumbersome. They just plain slow you

down. But with Kaspersky, you can experience a whole "d
new level of security unlike anything you’ve known
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IPOD NANO (4TH GENERATION)

A New Nano to Envy

Apple’s fourth-generation (4G) iPod nano melds the best of
nanos old and new. Specifically, this version combines the
older, more popular tall-and-slim design with the newer, larger
screen from the third-generation player. It is also impressively
priced given its additions, including on-the-go Genius play-
lists and a built-in accelerometer, which flips the screen orien-
tation and adds a gimmicky but fun “shake to shuffle” feature.
It’s one of the best looking and most successfully executed
flash players ever created, and like any good gadget, it's fun to
use, despite its sophisticated user interface.

At 3.6 by 1.5 by 0.24 inches (HWD), the nano 4G comes in
arainbow of nine colors; some of those are seriously flashy,
but there are also the basic silver and black. This nano is much
thinner than its predecessor and weighs in at 1.3 ounces. The
two-inch, 320-by-240-pixel LED screen is the same size as on
the previous nano, but it has a curved glass surface. Although
the nano 4G has voice recording, there is no built-in mic.

One big addition is the Genius feature, which works both
within iTunes 8 and on the nano. (For more on how it works,
read the iTunes 8 review below.) One of the more frivolous
delights of the nano 4G is the new shake-to-shuffle feature:
The player will switch to Shuffle mode when physically
shaken—provided you're in the Now Playing screen.

The nano 4G represents a clear improvement in both form
and function. The scroll wheel and subtly tweaked user inter-
face are as intuitive as ever, and the screen-shifting option is a
nice touch. Continual minor tweaks like these are what keep
Apple’s stronghold on the portable media player market intact
and the reason the nano 4G easily earns our Editors’ Choice.
It’s also why the new iPod touch (2nd generation) earns our
Editors’ Choice; for more on that, check out go.pcmag.com
/touch2g.—Tim Gideon

APPLE iTUNES B

Apple iTunes 8
Free
00000

PROS Custom-auto-
mated playlist gen-
eration. HD TV episodes
available for purchase.
Simple network sharing.
CONS Music subscrip-
tion service still AWOL.
Mo easy way to rip or

transcode video content.

go.pcmag.comsituness

iPod nano

(4th generation)
8GB, $149 direct;
16GB, $199

(X X X X

PROS Sexy, thin,
rounded design.
Screen shifts for

Ll horizontal view-
SIEEE ing (like on the
iPhone and iPod touch).
Genius feature cre-

ates on-the-go playlists
around a single song.

CONS No built-in
mic—you need to up-
grade earbuds to use
the integrated voice re-
corder. Apple still hasn't
upgraded those lame
bundled earbuds.

For more: go.pcmag.

comy/nanodg

iTunes 8 Gets with the Times

Whenever Apple upgrades iTunes, people take
notice. The new version, iTunes 8, brings some
noteworthy additions—some of which are cosmetic
and others that bring it more in line with how people
are using digital music these days. The new window
dressing in iTunes 8 consists of a tiled album-cover
view and Visualizer update.

The big news, however, is Genius, a feature that
in one click creates playlists from songs in your
library that go together. [t's somewhat similar to
Pandora’s seeded, automated playlist building, but
it works locally, with pre-existing music as opposed
to streaming Internet radio. Although Genius brings
iTunes closer to Rhapsody, Pandora, and Slacker,
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two shortcomings still exist. First, Genius pulls from
your existing library instead of exposing you to some
new and perhaps undiscovered music. Also, if you
get new recommendations from the iTunes Store,
you have to pay to download them, instead of check-
ing them out for free the way you can with Pandora
and Slacker.

Other upgrades in iTunes are harder to fault,
such as its reconciliation with NBC, offering Battle-
star Galactica, 30 Rock, Monk, and The Office in HD.
Finally, new accessibility features are a nice inclu-
sion, such as VoiceOver (for Leopard users) and
Window-Eves (for XP and Vistausers), and a screen
reader for downloading content.—Jamie Lendino



The Bose® QuietComfort® 2 Acoustic Noise Cancelling® Headphones.

Think of them as a peaceful getaway from the world “The QuietComfort 2 lives up to its
around you. Whether it’s the engine roar inside an airplane  name, enveloping you in blissful
cabin, the bustle of the city or the distrac- sound in the utmost comfort.
tions in the office, Bose QuietComfort 2 It's easy to forget they are on
headphones help them fade softly into the  your head.” That’s what respected

background with the flick of a switch. You  columnist Rich Warren reports. To enjoy peace and tranquility,

can savor delicate musical simply turn them on. To add Bose quality

nuances without dis- sound, attach the included audio cord and
Fa turbing others. And

when you're not listening to music,

connect them to a laptop computer,
portable CD/DVD/MP3 player,
you can slip into a tranquil haven in-flight audio system or home

where you can relax and stereo. They also offer a fold-

Use them as a
concert hall - or a
sanctuary.

enjoy peace and solitude. flat design for easy storage in

Clearly, these are no the slim carrying case.
ordinary headphones. It's
Try the QC2 headphones

for yourself, risk free.

You really must experience
them to believe it. Call toll
free to try these headphones
for 30 days. Use them on
your next trip, in your home
or at the office — satisfaction

no exaggeration to say
they're one of those
things you have to
experience to believe.

“It's as if someone behind
your back reached out,
found the volume control
for the world, and turned
it way, way, down,” reports
TechnologyReview.com. Bose QC*"2

headphones incorporate patented

guaranteed. If vyou aren't
delighted, simply return them
\ for a full refund.

Call 1-800-901-0256, ext. Q6946
identifies and dramatically reduces noise, today. The QC2 headphones are available
while faithfully preserving the music, movie dialogue or tran-  directly from Bose — the most respected

technology that electronically

quility you desire. We designed these headphones primarily for  name in sound. When you call, ask FREE
airplane travelers. But owners soon started telling us how much  about making 12 easy payments, with shipping
they enjoy using them in other places to reduce distractions no interest charges from Bose.* And with your

around them. They're excellent for listening to music whether  discover a very different kind of head- order.
you're on the go, at home or in the office. phone — QuietComfort 2 Acoustic Noise

Cancelling headphones.
“Forget ‘concertlike’ comparisons; you'll think you're
onstage with the band.” That's what Travel + Leisure Golf
said when these headphones were first
, _ ) To order or learn more:
introduced. You'll relish the sound

of a bass guitar. Or a flute. Or the 1'800'901 '0256‘. ext. Q6946

delicate inflections of a singing voice. WWW.Bose.com/Qc

The audio is so clear you may find your-
self discovering new subtleties in even

your favorite music. _B”SE
Better sound through researchs

*Bose payment p an avai able on orders of $289-81500 paid by major credit card, Saparate financing options may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus app icable tax
and shipping charges, charged when your order is shipped. Then, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal month y nstal ments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, with 0% APR and no interest
charges from Bose. Credit cand rules and interest may apply. U.S. residents only Limit one active financing program per customer. ©2008 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending The distinctive design of the head-
phone ova ning is a trademark of Bose Corporation. Financing and free shipp ng offer not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without notice. Risk free refers to 30-day trial only
and does not include return shipping. Delivery is subject to product availability. Quotes reprinted with permission: Simson Garfinkel, TechnologyReview.com. 7/9/03; Travel + Leisure Golf, 7/03: Rich Warren, News-Gazatre, 5/13/03.
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T-Mobile
Sidekick 2008
$149.99 direct
(with contract)
9000

skins ave PROS Smaller than
painted on previous Sidekicks. Easy
Hae Pp\o“e to use. Fully customiz-

able case.

CONS Very small mail-
boxes for text messages
and e-mail. Poor camera.
Not great at playing
video.

For more: go.pcmag.
com/sidekick08

T-MOBILE SIDEKICK 2008

Customization over Quality?

The Sidekick 2008 is a fashion item and an expression of identity,
not a geeky toy. Its choice of customizable, interchangeable skins is
its best feature. The designs are painted directly onto the Sidekick’s
body, an effect that looks classier, feels smoother, and is much more
durable than a sticker.

At4.7by 2.3by 0.7 inches (HWD) and 5.3 ounces, this Sidekick is
aslimmer version of the Sidekick LX. The 2008 version retains the
signature swiveling screen, now a bright 240-by-400-pixel color
panel. The trackball, on the right, pulses in multiple colors, and the
backlit keyboard is an absolute joy, with firm, nicely spaced keys.

The Sidekick is a terrific gadget for texting, picture messaging,
and IM. The IM client supports AIM, Microsoft Live, and Yahoo!
Messenger. E-mail performance is a mixed bag. The Sidekick does
push messages from its own TMail account and can check up to
three accounts, but it stores only a paltry 6MB of e-mail and 100
text messages. Web browsing is mediocre, but the elegant music
player supports a good selection of formats. The photos from its
2-megapixel camera were lackluster, and video was shaky.

As a quad-band EDGE world phone, the Sidekick 2008 has
decent call quality, but reception was so-so. If you're set on a Side-
kick, this is the one to get. But consider whether personalized skins
make up for the tiny mailboxes.—Sascha Segan

Special Advertising Supplement

When Losing Files

Is Not An Option

R-Studio from R-Tools gives major boost to data recovery and business continuity

he R-Studio Vista-ready business
continuity solution continues to

a local computer or
server only.

DVD, Zip disks, Jazz disks and so on.
The utility is accurate in that image files

improve. Now R-Studio from R-Tools,
the industry leader in high-performance
data recovery solutions, includes HFS
and HFS+ file systems support, UFS/
BigEndian support, GPT partition layout
schema support and Apple partition
map support.

Another recent enhancement is a
universal hexadecimal editor to inspect
and edit file system structures. These
can include NTFS and FAT boot sec-
tors, MFT file record, MBR, LDM
structures and others. This advanced
tool is particularly helpful for special-
ists working in lowerlevel data pro-
cessing, IT security, data recovery and
computer forensics. R-Studio is an
ideal file recovery solution for IT

| specialists and advanced
users who need to recover
or undelete lost data on

R-Tools also recently
launched an enhanced
version of R-Wipe &
Clean, which automati-
cally keeps applications
free and clear of harm-
ful clutter. R-Wipe &
Clean now supports
Windows Vista and
removes useless or unwanted data
from more than 200 third-party applica-
tions, including Microsoft Office 2007

Other business continuity solutions in
the R-Tools lineup include R-Drive
Image 4.0, which enables users to total-
ly, quickly and confidently restore their
systems after a major crash, attack or
hardware failure. R-Drive Image 4.0 is
flexible in that imaged files can be
stored in a variety of places and on vari-
ous removable media such as CD-R(W)/

contain exact byte-by-byte copies of a

hard drive, partition or logical disk.
Other superb utilities and solutions

from R-Tools include:

B R-Mail for Outlook and R-Mail for
Outlook Express, which reconstruct
inadvertently deleted email mes-
sages or damaged .pst and .dbx files

B R-Word and R-Excel, which recover
damaged Word or Excel files that
have been corrupted or attacked

To learn more about the latest
release of R-Studio and the rest of the
exceptional solutions from R-Tools
designed to keep your business up and
running efficiently, visit www.r-tt.com.

SPONSORED BY:
R-Tools Technology Inc.
WWW.Ft.com



FIRST LOOKS CONSUMER ELECTRONICS

NOKIA N78

A Slim, So-So Smartphone

Joining Nokia’s diverse line of multimedia-focused smartphones ?;'g%itg?
is the midrange N78, a stvlish, minimal phone with hidden talents. 20000

It forgoes all the extra controls but includes Assisted GPS (A-GPS)
for faster position locating, image geotagging, and a robust music
plaver. It's also 3G and Wi-Fi capable.

At 4.5by 1.9 by 0.6 inches (HWD) and 3.9 ounces, the N78 fea-
tures a slick, glossy-black face and a chocolate-brown back. The
display is a standard-issue 2.4-inch, QVGA 240-by-320-pixel LCD,
oriented vertically. There’s also an ambient light sensor on board
to adjust screen brightness. The keypad lights up whenever the
phone is activated, but typing is difficult. There’s no touch screen,
QWERTY kevpad, or SureType-style setup, but the N78 does

HESSI0N]

PROS Lightweight. Clear
voice quality. Supports
Wi-Fi, HSDPA, and GPS.
Full-featured (and great-
sounding) music player.
CONS Cramped numeric
keypad. Camera perfor-
mance lags behind Nokia's
MN82 and N95. Some built-in
apps could use an overhaul.
Quiet speakerphone.

ar mare:

include the Naviwheel, a square version of an iPod’s click wheel. ) e
go.pcmag.comysnzs

In testing, the N78 turned out to be a solid voice phone, with
calls sounding clear in both directions. Its speakerphone sounded
well balanced but was loud enough only for indoor use. The N78 is
anunlocked GSM phone that works with either AT&T or T-Mobile
SIM cards; it's also the first U.S. model to include the Symbian
Series 60 3rd Edition Feature Pack 2. The N78 is great for playing
music, but its 3.2-megapixel camera was a bit disappointing. Over-
all, this phone is a decent option. But at this price, vou should also
look at the $500 N82 with its far-better camera.—Jamie Lendino

Times are tough..... Money is tight

Can you afford replace your notebook computer?

Make the one you've got last longer
Fact: Heat is your notebook's worst enemuy

Cool it with a notebook desk or stand from LapWorks

Fact: Like an automobile engine
the cooler your notebook runs the longer it lasts

To see our full line of notebook cooling (and ergonomic) desks and stands

Visit us at www.lapworks4pcmag.com or call us toll free at 877-527-9675

\X/orks| Where helping you get the most out of your notebook is our top priority



FIRST LOOKS CONSUMER ELECTRONICS

Quick Looks

Visit pcmag.com for the full reviews of these and other consumer electronics products.

RED indicates Editors’ Cholce. PROS CONS BOTTOM LINE SPECS
DIGITAL CAMERAS
pili=——==m Casio Exiim » Compact, handsome design « Mediocre pictures and video The Casio Exilim EX-Z80is ating  B.IMP resolution; 3X optical
- EX-Z80 « Comfortable feel = Abysmal resolution point-and-shooter with great z00m; 2.6-inch LCD; 12.4MB
$180 street = Good macro shots » Blue-green fringing looks and a riot of scene modes, onboard memory; accepts SD,
Y'Y iole) « Smorgasbord of scene modes « Underexposed flash shots but it shoots mediocre videoand ~ SDHC, MMC, and MMCplus flash
« Noise at relatively low 1SO problematic photos. memory; 2.0 by 3.5 by 0.7 inches
« Atypical USB jack/cable (HWD); 3.5 ounces.
SMARTPHONES
Verizon G'zOne « Indestructible » Muddy voice quality The toughest phone you can CDMA; accepts microSDHC;
Boulder « EV-DO Rev A high-speed data « Short battery life find takes a licking and keeps on 2-inch, 320-by-240 LCD; 1.3MP
$329.99; « Uses Verizon's new push-to-talk calling, but we wish those calls camera; 2.5mm headphone jack
$129.99 and up system sounded better than they do. (with adapter); 3.9 by 2 by 0.9
with contract inches (HWD); 4.9 ounces.
e®eCO
Nokia 6301 » Sharp design * Quiet speakerphone The Nokia 6301 is your best bet GSM; GPRS, EDGE data networks;

$179.99;
$79.99 and up
with contract
[ X X Xeole]

= Great Wi-Fi call quality
« Syncs well with PCs

= Relatively short battery life
« Truly awful Web browsing

for a voice phone on T-Mobile's
HotSpot @Home Wi-Fi calling
system. We only wish the Web
experience were better.

accepts microSD flash memory;
2-inch, 320-by-240 LCD; 2MP
camera; 2.5mm headphone jack;
4.2 by 1.7 by 0.5 inches (HWD);
3.2 ounces.

Garmin
niivi 500
$499.99 list
L 1 1 Jelel

« Rechargeable, user-replaceable

battery
= |PX7-rated waterproof

= Topographic maps are included

» Sensitive receiver

=+ Quick satellite acquisition

*» Multiple profiles for various
outdoor activities

« Highly configurable

« |PX7-rated waterproof

 Lacks text-to-speech conversion

in automotive mode

« Poor track log handling

« Distance to destination didn't
work in compass mode

« No Bluetooth phone integration

= Expensive
« Main menu has too many
choices

The Garmin niivi 500 is a good
crossover choice for those who
don’t want or can't afford sepa-
rate dedicated automotive and
outdoor enthusiast GPS devices.

It's pricey, but this handheld
touch-screen GPS device makes
an excellent hiking companion—
and a fun gadget for high-tech
treasure hunting.

3.5-inch, 320-by-240-pixel screen;
accepts microSD flash memory;
rated IPXT waterproof; walking
and bicycling modes; 3.4 by 4.2 by
0.9 inches (HWD); 7.6 ounces.

3-inch, 400-by-240-pixel screen;
accepts SO, microSD, and MMC
flash memory; topographic maps
included; 16-hour rated battery
life; 2.3 by 4.5 by 1.4 inches
(HWD); 6.8 ounces.

Samsung
YP-53
$99.99 list
e9®0CO

Apple iPod touch
{2nd generation)
BGB, $229 direct
es00®

Philips SHE9850
$99.99 list
e®eCO

Blue Ant Z9i
$99.95 list
LL L L Jel

= Stylish design

+ Lots of storage for a low price
« Excellent user interface

= FM radio and recorder

= Stunning, sprawling glass
display

= Access to App Store and
iTunes Store via Wi-Fi

= Built-in Internet browser

* New Genius feature

= Affordable

« Commendable low-end
performance

= Excellent fit

= Clear sound quality

» Stylish

=+ Comfortable fit

» Large, easy-to-press controls

+ Small screen not ideal for video

« Poor video support—conversion
software needed

» Touch-sensitive buttons can be
unresponsive

* Very expensive

= Fingerprint magnet

» File support is still extremely
Apple-centric

« Not the crispest treble response

« Battery life is on the short side

+ Noise cancellation falls behind
the class leaders

The S3 brings the typical sleek
styling of Samsung players to a
new level—and it all comes at
a very reasonable price.

While the second-gen touch is
very similar to its predecessor, it
has enough extra features, like
Genius playlists and excellent
games, to maintain its standing at
the top of the PMP heap.

Philips's affordable SHE9850
earphones fit well and offer
decent low-end response.

BlueAnt's Z9i is a stylish, comfort-
able Bluetooth headset with
crystal-clear sound quality,
although its noise suppression
isn't quite as effective as it

could be.

4GB flash memory; 1.8-inch
screen; supports MP3, 0GG, and
WMA formats; 1.73 x 3.74 by
0.39 inches (HWD); 1.7 ounces.

Remote control; two B.7-by-5.5-
by-5.1-inch (HWD) speakers;
alarm clock; 2.7-by-1.7-inch LCD;
3.5mm headphone jack; Wi-Fi;
supports MP3 and WMA formats.

In-canal; passive noise canceling;
sensitivity, 115 dB SPL per 1 mW;
frequency range, 20 Hz to 20 kHz;
impedance, 12 ohms.

Supra-aural; wireless; Bluetooth
2.0; 4.5-hour battery life;

1.6 by 0.7 by 0.4 inches (HWD);
0.4 ounce.

WowWee
Tri-Bot
> $99.99 list

Vil
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« Affordable

« Solidly built

« Easy to program

*» Unusual omnidirectional
wheeled base

= Unique gyroscopic remote

« Navigation sensors miss many
objects

= Repetitive comments can
become tiresome

The cute and sometimes-
entertaining Tri-Bot from
WowWee offers a new way to
move and control mobile bots,
but it doesn't raise the robotic bar
much otherwise,

Remote control; internal
ayroscope; free roam mode;
IR sensors; takes eight AAA
batteries; 14 inches tall.



30 million computer users
don't trust the power grid.

Energy Conscious
Choical

Saves

an average of

340

per year“on your
electric hill!

{ PO Back-UPS H&:’Sﬁ\'_f
SIMar,
automatical
Il peripherals fo save
anergy and money:

They do trust APC. Shouldn't you?

Think of all that you rely on your
computer for: personal and business
files, financial information, broadband

access, videos, photos, music, and more.

Increasingly, computers are the hub for
managing our lives. And more people
rely on APC to protect their hardware
and data than any other uninterruptible
power supply (UPS) brand.

Why is APC the world's best-selling
power protection? For 20 years, we have
pioneered power protection technology.
Our Legendary Reliability® enables you
to save your data, protect your hardware,
and prevent downtime. It also guards
against a power grid that is growing less
reliable every day.

According to the Department of Energy,
electricity consumption will increase by
40% over the next 10 years. Yet today,
investment in utilities is at an all-time
low. It's a "perfect storm” for computer
users, one that makes APC protection
even more essential

APC power protection products are available at:

Office pEror

e W ey

“The pricetag on the new UPS is $§99.99.

While I'm not in the habit of endorsing
products in this blog, if you're in the
market for a workstation-class UPS,
why not opt for the greener option?”

- Heather Clancy,
Z0Net.com

APC has a complete line of power
protection solutions to suit a range

of applications. Already an APC user?
Get the latest replacement battery
cartridge for your unit or upgrade to a
newer model. For more information
on this or our other great products, or
for information about environmentally
responsible disposal of your old
battery, visit www.ape.com

pra
Find out why 30 million |
panple don’t need to e

waorry about losing their
dara to power problams

READLF
CHOICE
2006

Enter to Win a Back-UPS® ES 750G! (s s99 value)

Also, enter keycode to view other special offers and discounts.
Visit www.apc.com/promo Key Code d696w or Call 888.289.APCC xB035 or Fax 401.788.2797

Energy efficient solutions
for every level of protection:

Save 25 per yearon
. your electric bill!
Surge Protection
Starting at 334
Guaranteed protection
from surges, spikes,
and lightning.

7 outlets, Phone/Fax/Modem
Protection, Master/Controlled Outlets

SurgeAmest®
P76T

Save 54'] per year on
your electric bill!

Battery Back-UPS’
Starting at 599

Our most energy
efficient backup for
home computers.

10 outlets, DSL and Coax
protection, Master/Controllad
Outlets, High Frequency Design,
70 minutes of runtime!

Back-UPS
ES 7506

APC can help with your other power protection nesds.
Visit apc.com to see our complete ling of innovative products.

ArC

Legendary Reliability®

2008 American Power Conversion Corporation. All trademarks are owned by Schnesder Electric Industies 5.A.5, American Power Comversion Corperation or their afflizted companies
&-mail: esupport@apc.com ® 132 Fairgrounds Road, West Kingston, Al 02892 USA » 898-0971 "Auntimes may vary depending on load.
*Average savings are based on comperable competitive models, and are comprised of two energy saving features: en ultre efficient electricel design, and the mastercontrolled outlets feeture.
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““It pays for businesses to “go green”

Protecting the environment is not only good for the company can boast about being a good corporate
planet—it’s also good for business. When you make citizen while simultaneously reducing ongoing
smarter choices that minimize toxins, lower your expenses in the datacenter. Call PC Mall for expert
power and cooling costs, and bring your organization advice on minimizing your company'’s environmental
into compliance with regulatory standards, your impact while maximizing its bottom line.
] E ( S n - Great technology! Great advice! Great prices!
— - 1.877.233.0516 pcmall.com

Sony S Commltment to a greener world SONY.

Save
up to *450
from Sony with
your notebook
trade-in!
Call for details.

only ¢ 799 9 #7122414

521 Wireless e N APC Back-UPS ES
Express Access Point /& ' "

2r than

alra]n,
CISCO. %

only $32395; #7251012

Virtual Infrastructure High Power-Saving SurgeArrest IBM Lotus Sametime Unyte
Availability Acceleration with seven outlets Web Conferencing Services ‘<]
Kit for Four Processors @ : )

S _

only $6039% 47356558 only $22% 7430826 only 473 #7533719

MENTION CODE: PCMAGAZINE Notebooks | Desktops | Servers | Networking | Apple Systems | Storage




Additional PC Mall Services:
Easy Leasing Program,
Extended Service Plans,
Software Licensing Programs,

Employee Purchase Programs,
CAP Sites, Design Services,
Imaging and Replication,
Asset Tagging and More.

Go to pcmall.com to sign up for
our e-mail subscriptions!

Lenovo takes an active role lenovo
iIn combating climate change

Lenovo is committed to providing environmentally

LLenovo helps you save money
while meeting your energy goals

7, they joined the Board of Climate S
Computing to support their efforts in reducing CO
emissions related to |T by 50% by 2010.

Ja

AT Gold standards.

Large Enterprises

up to 80% rel

sable and recyclable materials and ship in ThinkCentre ThinkPad ThinkCentre
is 90% recyclable A61e Desktops X300 Notebooks M57p Desktops

packaging that |
m | enovo Powe or and BatteryStretch technologies Full size perfo

Lenovo’s green strategies include:

® All Lenovo ThinkPad notebooks, ThinkVision
and many ThinkCentre products launched from 2

ENERGY STAR® 4,0 compliant and deliver up to 70%

iciency improv

3

ip ) : ) The thinnest The mo ray
offer adjustable power management lightest and most ¢ effic
savvy Lenavo nolebook ThinkC

whisperquiet design

ﬁl All Lenovo LCDs launched from 2008 are starting at starting at starting at
ENERGY STAR 4.0 and EPEAT Gold certified. $399 #7299022 | $2799 47386775 | 936 #7304200

Eee PC 1000H
m [ntel* ATOM processor ® 1GB DDR2 SDRAM
80GB hard disk drive = 802.11b/g/

1 wireless

1.3MP camera ® 10" XGA display

Integrated

7.5 hours of battery life per charge

Integrated memory card reader

ThinkVision L171p —_ ThinkVision L193P LCD195V+BK 19"

17" Flat-Panel LCD ﬂ 19" Flat-Panel LCD MultiSync Flat-Panel LCD w0 S
coE ) e e @& &3
| — =

only $2 79 99#7296044

only $249% 47180047 - only $299% 47351173 #7205782 LCD175VXM-BK 17" MutiSync Fiat-Panel 2B 3™

Media | Printers | Scanners | Projectors | Cameras | Displays | Software 1.877.233.0516 pcmall.com
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ZT Affinity 7207Xi Desktop 5599 9g#*
As low as: ==

* Intel® Core™2 Quad Processor Q6600
* Genuine Microsoft® Windows Vista®

Home Premium Edition (64-bit) SP1
= 4GB DDR2 SDRAM Memory
- 500GB SATA Hard Drive QUAD-CORE
= 20x DVD+/-R/RW Dual Layer Burner PERFORMANCE
* Front Panel 15-in-1 Digital Media Drive

Step up to the -

ZT Affinity 7225Xi Deskt 99+
Inicy I es op e 5699:.]_“’

And Upgrade to:
= ATl HD 3450 512MB Graphics
with HDMI / DVI output for
advanced digital entertainment Modal #: ZT-7225X1-35

ZT Affinity N4A003i Notebook
* 15.4 inch WXGA Display (1280x800)
+ Intel® Core™2 Duo Processor PT350
* Genuine Microsoft® Windows Vista®
Home Premium Edition (64-bit) SP1
* 4GB DDR2 Memory 250GB Hard Drive
+ 20x DVD+/-R/RW Dual Layer Burner LATEST MOBILE
* Integrated 1.3mp Webcam TECHNOLOGY
= Dedicated Numeric Keypad Model # ZI-N40031-17

Step up to the

ZT Affinity N4004i Notebook

S 99*
And Upgrade to: As low as: 9 9 9 o

+ 320GB SATA Hard Drive
+ 2GB Intel® Turbo Memory w/ Dashboard
* Intel 5300 Wireless Card & Bluetooth Modal #: ZT-N40041-17

Get yours today at these online retailers:

») Cosrco

www.circuitcity.com www.coslco.com

www.target.com

“May refect miled-lane nstant savings offers. Prcng and model avedabity var ee by relailer. Addiional siwpping and handing charges may apply

www.ztsystems.com/pcmag
866-984-7687

ZT recommends Windows Vista® Home Premium.

ZT Affinity

The Latest Technology...

ZT Affinity Desktops featuring Intel® Core™2 Quad Processors

For Less!
Select the Powerful Notebook or QU ad-core.
Desktop That's Right For You Unmatched.

Showen with
display sold seperately.

Get a new Maxtor™ 80GB
OneTouch™ 4 Mini HD, FREE!

Buy a new ZT Affinity PC with
Windows Vista Premium operating
system and get a BONUS PACK of
hardware accessories after mail-in
rebate including a new Maxtor
OneTouch 4 Mini 80GB External
USB Drive. Find out how at:

ZTsystems.com/bonuspack

Cihae rmscors
™

Systefns




TP-LINK

The Reliable Choice

Wireless N

Great Coverage for Your Entire Home or Office

- Wireless N speed up to 300Mbps
- Whole-Home Coverage

- Excellent performance and product interoperability

The Reliable Choice from TP-LINK

TP-LINK is an award-winning global provider of SOHO networking products.
Committed to provide reliable networking products in Wireless, ADSL,
Routers, Switches, Media Converters and Network Adapters for Global
end-users, TP-LINK is now growing to become one of the most competitive
providers of networking products.

www.tp-link.com

s (O




FIRST LOOKS SOFTWARE

Train Dragon NaturallySpeaking
Alice’s Adventuses in Wonderland (Reading lor Teens: Fantasy)
Read the folowing paragraph.

Stat (===

<-Reda | | skpa> |

le

[ Concel | [ Heb ]

Adjust Your Microphone: Quality Check

The computer will now lest the quality of your sound system and miciophone.
Click Start Quality Check and then begin 1eading the following text sloud:

Start Qualty Check

([ Concel | [ e |

IN TRAINING You have a choice of texts you can read to train
Dragon, including JFK's inauguration speech and Lewis Carroll's
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.

SOUND QUALITY CHECK Dragon also tests the guality of your
microphone and sound system.

Dragon Naturally-
Speaking 10
Professional
Standard, $99.99 direct;
Preferred Wireless,
$349.99

(X X X Jeo

I PROS: Surpris-
ingly accurate
voice dictation.
E-mail, Web,
and Office short-
cut commands make
controlling those apps
a breeze.

CONS: Occasionally
makes computer unre-
sponsive.

For more: go.pcmag.
com/dragoni0

DRAGON NATURALLYSPEAKING 10 PROFESSIONAL

Talk to Your PC

Say the words “speech recognition software” and most people think of Dragon
NaturallySpeaking. Dragon has ruled the roost for vears, partly because it's a
perennially great piece of software, and partly from lack of competition. Even
though Dragon now has rival products to contend with, it has secured its posi-
tion as the leading voice-recognition software with this new version. Here you
get new automation tools, improved hands-free navigation, updates to the inter-
face, and increased accuracy and speed.

Most general-purpose versions of the product include an Andrea NC-19 mon-
aural headset, but the $349 Preferred Wireless Edition substitutes a slick little
Calisto Bluetooth headset from Plantronics. Dragon requires considerable PC
muscle: al-GHz CPU and 1GB of free hard drive space at minimum, as well as
512MB of RAM. During setup, vou create a user account, which involves choos-
ing a language (UK., U.S., Australian, Indian, or SE Asian English), a regional
accent, and a microphone connection type. A Vocabulary option lets you specify
General, Commands Only, or Teen. The setup routine also requests that you read
some of your e-mail and word-processing documents. All told, the installation
process took me about 45 minutes.

Twas very impressed at how accurately and quickly the program transcribed
my test script, showing only occasional blips even when I spoke without pauses
between words. You can actually decide on how much speed to trade for accu-
racy using a slider—a handy feature. But is Dragon better than the free transla-
tion feature in Vista? With straightforward text both were identical, but on more
difficult material Dragon made fewer mistakes than Vista. The more significant
difference is that Vista shows a delay before producing text; Dragon was more
prompt. Both programs let you launch other apps from the Start menu by speak-
ing the command “Start menu.” For subsequent commands, Vista was more intu-
itive, but with Dragon, vou also get time-saving Voice Shortcuts.

Despite some problems—for example, typing while Dragon is running some-
times slows your system down—and an interface that’s not as polished as Vista's,
Dragon is a serious dictation tool that beats Vista in accuracy, speed, and cus-
tomization options, thus earning our Editors’ Choice.—Michael Muchmore
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SAMSUNG

ell as features Iike an HDTV tuner, built-in speakers and

e — - dual HDMI inputs, allowing you to use as a monitor or as a 1080p
m . — s -~ HDTV. These monitors will turn any drab workspace into a beautiful,
E = = = = "‘ e truly revolutionary environment. For more information on another
e ree ol s < _ revolutionary monitor from the #1 monitor brand in the world}
| - - =

call 1-800-SAMSUNG or go to www.samsung.com/revolutionary

-‘1 wlt T-ID.?
i000s T

2008 Samsung Blectronice America, Inc. All rights reserved, Samsung and Touch of Color are registered trademarks of Samsung Electronics Co., Lid. ANl product and brand names
arg tracemarks or registered trademarks of their respactive companies. Screen Images simulated. *DisplaySearch Q1'08 Quartsrly Desktop Monitor Shipment & Forecast Report.
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T Morton Intsrnet Sscurity

FIRST LOOKS SOFTWARE

Fun Liveljndate

System

Internet Gamngs

Norton Internet
Security 2009

2 licenses, $69.99 direct
[ X X X Xl

F=w= PROS Minimal

E H =2 performance
Lmm_a& impact. Ex-
m,!f tremely effective
e spyware and
virus protection. High-
powered, comprehensive
firewall. Free, proac-
tive support. Phishing
protection. Automated
log-in, form-fill. Network
map with remote con-
figuration.

CONS Antispam misses
too much, blocks too
many valid messages.
Rudimentary paren-

tal controls. Network
map allows no remote
correction of reported
problems.

For more: go.pcmag
com/nis2009

"3 ‘e Horma Hatwirs Sanat Fi ewall = on |
o Y eeniion = om
Emall | Message Scanning = om {
Identity
o Manioe oo Ioatity Safe = o
gl = = Om

Manane C

You have 160 davs of subscrgtion remaning  [RGIRGIBENGNT

OFFERING INSIGHT MNorton Insight
checks all executable files and their
support files against a huge data-
base of trusted programs.

NORTON INTERNET SECURITY 2009

SIMPLER AND CLEARER The
main window in Norton Internet
Security 2009 is simpler than that
of the previous edition, and drops
the confusing distinction between
“Norton Protection Center” and
"Narton Internet Security.”

TSRy ETR T

e o pwany o b e
e vy o
"

Laparst b Catmans il

B | steheies

b B mesiaes s R
P ] w——— i ed e P et
(=1 -t D npesin Bt iy
= e a  ipsn e Tisstet
[ S ] T b e T
T - D

Lt 0w raed D mperehen Hortve Trvted

Norton’s Powerful Protection
Won't Slow You Down

Most users love the protection security software
gives them but hate the way it drags down their daily
activities. Good news: Norton Internet Security 2009
affects performance less than any suite I've tested.
Most security tasks happen in the background dur-
ing idle time. My performance tests confirm that
Norton slows systems less than the rest.

The big independent antivirus testing labs all
certify the effectiveness of Symantec’s antivirus
technology; those who have tested the 2009 edition
find it improved. It scans files on demand, on access,
and during idle time. A full scan took 50 minutes on
my standard test system, but the Norton Insight fea-
ture reduced that to 5 minutes on later scans.

Norton scored better than other suites in the
malware removal test, and it was unusually thor-
ough. In the malware blocking test it eliminated
all but one of the malware samples before they
launched. Overall it did better than all the other
suites and standalone antispyware products that
I've tested with my current collection of malware.
Norton's phishing protection works the same as that
of the 2008 edition and continues to be extremely
accurate.

48 PC MAGAZINE MNOVEMBER 2008

The firewall is hardened against malware, and it
easily passed my barrage of Web-based assaults. And
when I attacked a test system using the Core Impact
penetration tool, it blocked all the sample exploits.

The Network Security map shows all the devices
connected to your network and reports whether
your wireless network is secure. From the map you
can remotely monitor other computers on the net-
work that are also running Norton. And you can lock
out specific devices by setting their trust level to
restricted.

Spam protection, however, is useless. In testing,
it tossed more than a third of my valid personal mail
into the spam folder and missed nearly 30 percent of
undeniable spam. Don't rely on this feature.

Norton’s Identity Safe is a password-protected
way to store credentials and log in automatically. It
also fills Web forms with your predefined personal
data, all protected by a strong master password.

This is definitely the slimmest, most unobtrusive
Norton ever, yet its protection is top-notch where it
counts. Despite a few weaknesses, it is the best all-
around security suite I've ever seen; I'll be installing
it on my own systems.—Neil J. Rubenking



Plan A is to simply view the data.
Our plan is to see the big picture. In vibrant color.

u

The Smarter Choice.
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MFC-5490cn MFC-5890cn MFC-6490cw
Print, Copy, Scan, Fax Plus, Up to 11x17 Printing Plus, Wireless Networking
Built-in Networking Uses hi-yield ink cartridges Up to 11x17 Print /Copy/Scan/Fax
$129%" $199%" $299%°

Welcome to Plan B from Brother.” The smarter way to print business documents in color. The new, affordable Professional
Series All-in-Ones can easily and quickly produce reports, presentations and small signage. The line-up includes models’
that have network connectivity, wide LCD displays, high-yield ink cartridges, large paper capacities and the ability to print,
scan, fax and copy up to 11 x 17 - features that can make a definite impact on

your business. And theyre all backed by a 2-year limited warranty. So make the

smarler choice - Plan B from Brother. Visit us online at www.brother.com at you I Side
Available at:  Staples, Office Depot, Office Max, Best Buy, Fry's Electronics, Costco.com, Microcenter, J&R Cormnputer World, COW, Insight, PC Connection,

PC Mall, Zones, Quill, PC Matian, TigerDirect.com, Provantage, Amazon.com, Buy.com, Newegg.com and other fine resellers.

& 2008 Brother International Corporation, Bridgewater, NJ
*Estimated street price may vary. 'Features vary by model Brather Industries, Ltd. Nagoya, Japan



FIRST LOOKS SOFTWARE

Quick Looks

Visit pcmag.com for the full reviews of these and scores of other software products.

PROS BOTTOM LINE

ONLINE VOICE AND VIDEO CHAT SERVICE

CONS

Paltalk Express (beta) * Responsive * No PC-to-phone calls Plenty of user-generated and original content, along
Basic, free; other plans, up » Works with any computer that has an Internet « No interoperability with IM services with a good voice- and video-chat system, makes
to $14.95 per month or $60 connection and a browser that runs Flash and this a useful service for large-group chats, demos,
yearly lava seminars, and more.
®00 00 » Lets thousands video chat simultaneously
« Basic service is free
TokBox AIR « Free « No connection with the public telephone TokBox is a one-stop shop for all your video-
Free « Attractive, clean Web interface network communication needs. Its desktop-like Web interface
YY1 + Public feed to send video message Twitter-style ~ « Voice and video don't sync up in conferencing is attractive and clear, and the desktop client, based
+ Simple videoconferencing with unlimited on Adobe AIR, lets you be available to your fellow
participants video chatters without being on the site.
+ \ideo e-mail doesn't require recipients to
sign in

ONLINE WORD PROCESSORS

« Runs entirely in Flash player, so it's slower than A visually elegant online word processor, but not

Adobe Buzzword Beta « Visually elegant online word processor with
Free (online service) flexible sharing features rival services
LY X Xife} * Mostly elegant typography « Typographic elegance is diminished by use of

straight, not curly, quotation marks

powerful or fast enough to take the place of Google
Docs, and certainly not that of Microsoft Word.

OPTICAL CHARACTER RECOGNITION

TypeReader 2008 « By far the fastest OCR software on the market « Not as accurate as rival products
$695 direct « Watched-folder feature for fully automated + Clumsy interface
PY X '1els) high-speed processing « Limited options for proofreading

« Some standard-format PDF and image files
wouldn't open

TypeReader is worth considering for enterprise-
level high-volume, high-speed OCR where absolute
accuracy isn't a goal. However, its lack of proofread-
ing abilities and dated interface mean that most
people would do better to look elsewhere for their
OCR needs.

VideoSpin 1.1 « Good input/output support (if you buy the * You need the codec pack ($15) for many high-
Free codec pack) end formats
' YYY 1e « Very easy to use * No special effects
+ Good output quality « Fixed-resolution interface feels tiny
« Direct export to YouTube and Yahoo! Video
VideoThang Version 2.0.1 « Simple interface « No widescreen projects
Free « Viery easy to use « Very limited features
PY'YeYele) « Good compatibility with video from digital « Doesn't deinterlace while encoding
cameras « Poor output quality
« Stable operation
« FLV input support
Windows Movie Maker 6 « Configurable interface « Clunky audio editing
Free « DV capture capabilities « Can't input QuickTime movies or output any
PY Y lele) + AutoMovie function formats other than AVI or WMV
« Many useful corrective and artistic effects « Lack of deinterlacing during output
« Good support for AVI/WMV input

The best choice of the “free” programs, but expect to
shell out $15 for the codec pack.

VideoThang offers great ease of use, and it's free.
But quality-related issues make this program a poor
choice for most users.

Microsoft's Windows Movie Maker will appeal only to
those who want to work with AVls and WMVs. But if

you fall into that camp, it's worth taking a look at the
app. After all, if you have Vista, you've already got it.

WorldWide Telescope A visual extravaganza « Weak solar-system astronomy
(spring beta) « Educational, fun, free + No realistic Moon, planet views
Free « Smooth pan-and-zoom viewing « Tour creation is unwieldy
YY1 « Has full-sky imagery at multiple wavelengths, « Navigational glitches

from visible light to gamma rays
« Lets you view, create multimedia sky tours

VOICE OVER IP

« Communities not interactive yet

Even in its first public beta, Microsoft's WorldWide
Telescope is an awesome resource for astronomy ap-
preciation and education. Just like the universe, it has
the potential to expand at an increasing pace.

Vonage Pro « Easy setup « New features aren't worth an extra

$34.99 per month « Solid selection of features $10 per month

($335.99 annually) « New softphone app lets you make and take calls ~ « Visual Voicemail is limited to 25 free messages
PYY ole) on your PC per month and raises privacy concerns

= Superb voice quality
« Free calls to select international cities
 24/7 technical support
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« Dated-looking account-management site

Though still a terrific home-phone service, Vonage
Pro doesn't offer enough added value to justify its
higher price. Most users will want to stick with the
original package.



What forces molded the universe? Are those forces still at work?
Will Earth one day be gone? Explorations of questions like these
seem available to us every day—provided we have a working
understanding of the scientific theories on which they’re based.

Dr. Neil deGrasse Tyson, the Frederick P. Rose Director of the
Hayden Planetarium at the American Museum of Natural His-
tory and Visiting Research Scientist and Lecturer at Princeton
University, makes that understanding available to anyone.
My Favorite Universe is a spirited and intellectually engaging
journey through the cosmos and its history, from before the big
bang to the likely ways in which Earth, and perhaps the entire

universe, might end.

Dr. Tyson explains exactly how the formation of the uni-
verse came to be, beginning with a grounding in the basic
“machinery” of matter, forces, and energy. With this foundation in
place, the realities of the universe are revealed in stark and often
violent beauty. Explore how black holes are formed and can
wreak havoc, how asteroids moving through space represent
threats of extraordinary consequence to Earth, and why odds
seem overwhelmingly in favor of some kind of life out there.

This course is one of The Great Courses’, a noncredit, recorded
college lecture series from The Teaching Company” Award-
winning professors of a wide array of subjects in the sciences
and the liberal arts have made more than 250 college-level

courses that are available now on our website.

ndertand the Fores of he Unverse

NASA, JPL

Courtesy

My Favorite Universe

Taught by Professor Neil deGrasse Tyson,
Hayden Planetarium and Princeton University

Lecture Titles

1. On Being Round 8. In Defense of the Big Bang
2. On Being Rarefied 9. The Greatest Story Ever Told
3. On Being Dense 10. Forged in the Stars

4. Death by Black Hole 11. The Search for Planets

5. Ends of the World 12. The Search for Life

6. Coming Attractions in the Universe

7. Onward to the Edge

Or‘der TOG{CI)/!
Offer expires Friday, December 12, 2008

My Favorite Universe
Course No. 158
12 lectures (30 minutes/lecture)

DVDs _$19995

+ %5 Shipping, Processing, and Lifetime Satisfaction Guarantee

Special price for shipping, processing, and lifetime

OW $39.95

satisfaction guarantee for this offer only.

Priority Code: 30538

1-800-TEACH-12
www.TEACH12.com/7pcm
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JOHN C. DVORAK

Microsoft vs. the iPhone

I'was called out by my younger staff of pro-
ducers at arecent Cranky Geeks recording
session. (This is the weekly video podcast
I do for Zitf at www.crankygeeks.com.) |
was debating with a guest over the rela-
tive difficulty people have when they go to
the Web using a cell phone. With the new
iPhone it’s very easy, and T was obviously
out of touch since I do not use an iPhone.

My experience going online with a
mobile phone has never been pleasant,
dagnabbit!

Maybe I am getting old, but going online
and surfing the Net on a mobile phone just
seems like a ridiculous experience that

pocket computer idea. But smartphones
are now the future, thanks to Apple.

You really have to wonder what goes
on at Microsoft. The company gets into
something early—along with Palm, Micro-
soft can perhaps be seen as the inventor of
the smartphone—only to have the market
pulled out fromunder it in an instant.

If given a choice between a Microsoft-
based smartphone and an iPhone, who
would take the Microsoft product? Every-
one likes to think that the company is gen-
erally clueless about design. This has been
in the back of everyone’s mind as the Zune
and other products have emerged.

Smartphones were derided as losers a few years

ago when Microsoft was promoting the idea.

But now they're the future, thanks to Apple.

should be done only in an emergency. And,
yes, [ have been at lunch or dinner with a
group where some odd question cropped
up and someone whipped out a mobile
phone and went online for the answer. It
did resolve the question and kept the party
moving along.

But how far does this go? Well, based
on the claims just a few years ago from
experts and pundits, the mobile phone will
become the number one access point for
the Internet. These people still believe this
prediction, by the way.

But the Web-browsing smartphone is
not new. Because of its moribund history
many of us did not expect that vet another
attempt at this market—from Apple—was
going to change anything. But it did, and
now we have to reanalyze the trend and
look at the culprit for the earlier lack of
interest: Microsoft.

Smartphones were derided as losers a
few years ago, when Microsoft was promot-
ing the idea as we were evolving beyond the
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People are predisposed to use a harsh
analytic perspective, predefining what-
ever the company does as bad taste, when
talking about Microsoft. But this is bogus:
Microsoft uses good design firms, and a lot
ofits products are actually quite beautiful.

It’s the lack of the single-vision prod-
uct. With Apple, generally speaking, it is
one guy, Steve Jobs, who defines a product
and the vision for that product and is a dic-
tator when it comes to its execution. With
Microsoft there is no dictator like this,
except perhaps when David Cutler was
dictating the development of Windows
NT to its culmination as Windows 2000,
which in the opinion of many is the great-
est OS ever done by the company.

In most instances at Microsoft, there
is no dictator. There is a committee of
individuals, all of whom have to like each
other (because of the odd employee grad-
ing system for promotions) and tend to
use a hodgepodge of ideas to make what
amounts to an agreeable soulless product.

In fact this is the reason almost every-
thing Microsoft does is bland; it's not
because of a lack of taste. This is why the
company never gets in the news for com-
ing out with a wild, crazy-idea, weird
product that gets attention. The people
at Microsoft want to keep their jobs more
than make great or fun products.

The stodginess probably began around
the Microsoft Bob era. I was one of the few
writers at the time who defended the prod-
uct, once I saw how my then-young son
was using it and enjoying it. But it was too
late. Microsoft was so freaked out by the
derision and ridicule that it even took Bob
offits corporate timeline. A company with
moxie would joke about it to this day, but
instead Microsoft limped off like a spurned
teenage boy at a school dance.

Obviously, the failure of Bob resulted
in more than a few people at the company
becoming pariahs and an example to any-
one else there that this is what happens
when you try to do anything different.

What's interesting is that these two
companies are about the same age, but
Apple still has the pizzazz. I'm also consid-
ering that this entire situation was inevi-
table based on the respective localities of
the companies. Microsoft isup in the often
gloomy and downbeat Pacific Northwest,
and Apple is smack in the middle of warm
and up-tempo Silicon Valley. In Silicon
Valley, everywhere you go there are people
talking about start-ups and wild new ideas.
In the Pacific Northwest they are talking
about hiking or bike trails.

So we're left looking at a decimated
smartphone scene, with the iPhone the
model for the future. It is selling like hot-
cakes, and everyone wants one. Microsoft,
meanwhile, goes off to service the enter-
prise. That can’t be much fun either.

DVORAK LIVE ON THE WEB John's
Internet TV show airs every Wednesday
at 3:30 ET on CrankyGeeks.com. You can
download back episodes whenever you like.
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Everyone’s Trying to Get into the Act Dept.: While AMD and
Intel are fighting each other for market share in the micropro-
cessor game, two new competitors are looming: Russia and
China. While I'm sure numerous jokes could be compiled
about this, the fact is that the equipment needed to build
a fabrication facility is casily obtainable and comes from
global suppliers. The intellectual property needed for the chip
designs is also up for grabs.

But there are patents and other issues, so the Russians and
Chinese will have to do a lot of their own design work from
scratch (using freely available design tools). The point is: You
can get all the parts for a BMW, but actually making one from
the parts is not so easy.

China has a shot, but after its miserable
attempt years ago with its “Dragon” CPU,
I do not have high hopes, unless they hire
engineers from India who once worked for
Intel. Russia has earmarked over $20 billion
to get into the 65nm CMOS game while tar-
geting 45nm. It has decided to attempt this
with partners.

When vou do the final analysis, you have
to look at Japan and its on-again, off-again
love affair with the CPU business. Japanese
chip companies from NEC to Toshiba have
dabbled but have always backed away.
For good reason: Intel and AMD are both
lockstep developing to the beat of Moore's
Law, and they are used to the rhythm. Nobody else can handle
it for long. Simply put, they can't dance.

Trend Watch Dept.: When nVidia recently declared that
the next personal computer would be a mobile phone, I had
to laugh. It's not as if I and others have not been predicting a
real pocket PC for years; it’s that there is now a supposition
that it will replace the desktop computer somehow. This
despite the fact that today’s desktop computer is bumping up
against a terabyte’s worth of storage and an eight-core CPUL

That said, it should be possible for the smartphone to
function as alow-end PC if the makers of these devices adjust
their thinking a bit and look back at what was hoped for with
the pocket-computer predictions years ago.

What is missing from the picture is the all-purpose cradle/
docking station. While some of these phones do a reason-
able job of hooking up to a normal PC via some sort of USB
connection, none are designed to replace the PC via a docking
station lash-up.

Motorola, here is your opportunity!

The transition to the laptop computer shows that for many
low-end computing needs you do not need a full-blown
desktop with three monitors. The power users want the big
machine, but most users do not. They just want to browse the
Web and do e-mail, word processing, and maybe a spread-

sheet. Some may want to sort photos and do some simple
photo editing. This can all be done on a pocket computer or
smartphone. Cloud computing can help.

About two years ago I built a minimalist machine as a
backup, and it consisted of a sub-megahertz CPU, 256 megs of
main memory, and a 3-gig hard drive. I ran Windows 98 on it.
It was fine as an all-purpose machine. | was actually surprised
how well it worked compared with what we think we need
today. This was essentially a machine from 1998—ten years
ago. In fact, it had the power of today’s smartphone.

It’s just that nobody can make the conceptual leap from
interesting gizmo with wacky free applications that are
essentially stupid and goofy to a desktop-replacement com-
puter. All that is needed is a cradle that
hooks to a real keyboard and a monitor. It
has to have a lot of USB connections that
allow the user to attach a media burner and
other peripherals.

And, more important, the public mind-
set has to approve and adopt the idea. Palm,
are you listening? Sonyv Ericsson? Sam-
sung? It's staring you in the face.

Never mind. I suppose that if Apple
doesn’t do it, nobody will. I'm not seeing
Apple headed in that direction. Sigh. End of
fruitless good idea rant number 1123.

Compact Camera of the Year Dept.:
So I had a meeting with Kodak at which the
company was showing off an aggressive line of new products,
including the slick Zi6 pocket video camera that shoots an
HD vid optimized for uploading to online video services. This
is going to be a hot product for the company.

I was shown another relatively new device, the 10MP
M1033—a small still camera that takes the same 720p HD mov-
ies in 16:9 format as the Zi6, costs about the same (under $200),
but incorporates Kodak’s new “Smart Capture,” a technology
thatis actually astonishing. The camera senses what sort of pic
you are trying to shoot and adjusts the entire profile as if you
were using the “scene” modes. Get too close and it switches to
macro mode instantly. Shoot mountains and it goes automati-
cally into the scene mode for shooting mountains.

On top of that it handles backlighting better than any
pocket camera ever. I have never gotten such outstanding
still pictures from a pocket camera. This has to be one of the
best cameras ever produced by Kodak. The Zi6 looks to be the
trendy toy for this Christmas, but if T had to choose between
the two I'd get the M1033. Oh, the best part? It weighs only
5 ounces. Highly recommended.

WANT MORE DVORAK? John writes a weekly column for our
Website, too. Log on to go.pcmag.com/dvorak. Or you can e-mail
him at pcmag(@dvorak.org.
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HOTTEST NEW PCs

Whether you're shopping for alighter laptop, more thrilling game rig, or media system
that won't embarrass the kids, read on. By Joel Santo Domingo and Cisco Cheng

Value Desktops

Money /s an object, and PC makers are meeting that reality with budget systems that
deliver more bang for fewer bucks.

wWebcam'’s also a secuvity device

Lenovo IdeaCentre K210
$449 direct
00000

=1 A cool, consumer-friendly design,

|
E H ﬁ solid performance, easy expand-
Lm_a ability, and top-notch features

d make the IdeaCentre K210 almost

: @ asteal. While on a par with other
budget systems in performance, it excels

by including things like a keyboard with an
antibacterial surface and a webcam with
face-recognition security. The keyboard
offers one-button access to backup and
restore functions. The 320GB SATA hard
drive should satisfy the average home user’s
storage needs for years, and a multicard
reader comes in handy for quick downloads

and uploads.

Dell Inspiron 530
$499 direct
[ X X JeJel

Dell's latest budget offering is a very com-
petent system for everyday home use, and
it handles more-processor-intensive tasks,
like editing images in Photoshop, with ease,
Unfortunately, it's priced at least $50 more
than many of its peers and comes with Vista
Home Basic (so no Media Center functions).
On the upside, the Inspiron 530 does have
a front-facing multi-card reader that will
accommodate nearly any digital camera
and room for extra storage, plus a PCle slot
for a better graphics card.

eMachines T5274
$399 list; with 19-inch monitor, $609.98
[ X X X Je]

The price is right for budget-minded people
looking for a starter system or a basic sec-
ond PC. For $400 you get solid if unspec-
tacular performance and features. Unlike its
predecessor, the T5254, this system is pow-
ered by Intel CPU and graphics processors
rather than AMD/ATI. Its respectable(for a
value desktop) Photoshop CS3 score makes
it a good PC for a Flickr fanatic or digital
imaging buff. Hardware includes a 320GB
hard drive, a DVD burner, six USB ports, and,
sadly, a ball mouse.

HP Compaq Presario SR5610F
$430 street
[ X X JoJe

This no-frills under-$500 machine capa-
bly handles basic daily computing tasks
(Web browsing, archiving CDs, e-mailing,
standard office productivity), so it makes
a decent student PC or second home
computer. HP doesn’t give you as much as
similarly priced offerings like the Lenovo
IdeaCentre or eMachines T5274, but in test-
ing, the Presario's performance was nearly
identical. An open memory slot lets you
add another gigabyte, for 3GB total and a
speed boost.
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Mainstream Desktops

Technology marches on, and these advanced but nicely priced systems proceed
accordingly with high performance and the latest multimedia features.

HP Pavilion Elite m9400t
$843 list; $1174 with

20-inch widescreen monitor
[ X X X Jo

The m9400t is opti-
= mized for the multime-
dia enthusiast: in other
words, the member of
your tribe who thinks
the current PC is “too slow"
or "doesn’t do enough.” The
m38400t has as many inputs
and outputs as a typical A/V
receiver in your home theater,
plus a Blu-ray/HD DVD combo
reader and 500GB drive. This
is the system vou want to buy
if you're graduating from the
basic “rip and burn” PC. The
3GB of memory and quad-
core Q6600 processor helped
the system obtain impressive
benchmark results.

MAGAZINE
EDITORS
CHOICE

Al Hhe inputs amad
outputs you need for

a media machive

Dell Studio 540

$1,079 direct; $1,369 with
20-inch widescreen monitor
[ X X Xele]

The Studio 540 is a solid sys-
tem, with some good technol-
ogy and a decent feature set,
including wireless networking,
a TV tuner, 15-in-1 card reader,
640GB hard drive, and I/O
connections for plugging into
a home-theater setup. Multi-
media performance on our
benchmark tests was better
than average, However, Dell's
omission of a Blu-ray drive and
a price above competing offer-
ings hold it back from getting a
higher score.
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Velocity Micro Vector Z20
$1,699 direct; $2,198 with
26-inch widescreen monitor
®®0CO

The Vector Z20 epitomizes

the powerhouse multimedia
box, and it has a little gam-

ing secret sauce slathered on
top. Where you really want a
multimedia box to perform is
at media tasks like photo edit-
ing and video transcoding, and
this is one space where the Z20
shines. The BD-ROM drive lets
you watch Blu-ray movies, and
with connections for HDTV and
an A/V receiver, this desktop
would serve as well in the rec
room as in the office.

Gateway DX4710-UBO02A
$899.99 list, $1,220 with
22-inch widescreen monitor

[ X X X 1o

This is a decent multimedia

PC and would be fine in most
media enthusiasts' homes.

The DX4710’s particularly high
scores on our video-transcod-
ing tests make it a good choice
for the handycam-addicted. A
couple of omissions, like that of
an HD DVD/Blu-ray reader, keep
the system from taking the top
spot, but it is a solid choice just
the same. It's too bad there’s
more than the usual amount of
crapware. Available in a big-box
store near you.

HP Pavilion Slimline
s3600t

$986 list; $1,316 with 20-inch
widescreen monitor

[ X X X el

As its name suggests, the Slim-
line epitomizes the strengths
of a small-form-factor PC.

HP packs a lot of impressive
hardware intc a small package,
combining Intel quad-core
power with nVidia graphics
hardware to produce a very
desirable system. With its mul-
timedia prowess, this Slimline is
very good for casual photo and
video work—the sort of tasks
you do before posting to You-
Tube or FaceBook. It's a pity
that there's so much crapware
to contend with.
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Gaming Desktops

Increase your chance of surviving, and maybe even winning bragging rights,

with one of these lightning-fast rigs.

Velocity Micro Raptor
Signature Edition

$6,999 direct; $7,498 with
26-inch widescreen monitor
00000

¥ The best gaming sys-
'.'='= tem we've seen. Its

blazing, top-of-the-
d class performance

d coupled with its

middle-of-the-pack pricing
makes the Raptor a hands-
down winner. The quad-core
QX9650 processor, over-
clocked all the way from 2.0
GHz to 4.4 GHz, is one of the
more impressive displays
of tweaking we've seenin a
gaming system. The Raptor
smashes the 90-frame-per-
second barrier, reaching
91 fps on the Crysis test at
1,280 by 1,024, The system's
scores provide rock-steady
playability that will have you
staring in wonder at the lush
3D visuals in each game.

Falcon Northwest
FragBox QX9650
$4,095 direct, $4,495
with 22-inch widescreen
monitor; custom paint
job about $50 extra
o900 C

Along with the speedy
Intel Extreme quad-core
processor inside, Falcon
installed a superb ATI
Radeon HD 4870 X2
graphics card with two
GPUs, Combined, these
equal a gaming system
that has the potential

to keep most hard-core
players happy. It's not
cheap, but it is a bargain
compared with high-end
gaming PCs that reach
closer to $8,000 for a
similar level of perfor-
mance. Plus you can get
that paint job with the
new “rain” effect.
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HP Blackbird 002
Exhilaration Edition
%6,590 direct

[ X X Jole]

The Exhilaration Edition
surpasses the original
Blackbird 002 on the
game grid with the lat-
est Intel Core 2 Extreme
QX9770 processors and
GeForce GTX 280 SLl|
graphics inside its beau-
tiful case. Thoughiit's
still fast, the system we
tested didn't fly as high
as similarly priced quad-
core rivals (except on
the Crysis benchmark);
some of them have a
third graphics card. But
the bottom line is that
for its price, the HPis a
very fast machine that,
as a gaming system,
should be even faster.

2008

Polywell i790SLI3
$5,749 direct, $6,999
with 30-inch widescreen
monitor

[ X X Xle]

As the model name
hints, the Polywell
comes with an nVidia
nForce 790i chipset-
based motherboard

and triple SLI graph-

ics. That meansit'sa
high-powered gaming
system, and all those
nVidia-sourced compo-
nents are good for 3D
play. The heavy-duty
components and cooling
fans do make this impos-
ing system a bit noisy,
but it's a solid choice for
the high-end gamer who
wants a machine with
brag-worthy benchmark
numbers.

ovevclockeA CPU amd SSDs
meam blazing pevformamce

Alienware Area-51
ALX (Radeon HD
4870 X2 CrossFireX)
$9,507 direct

[ X X X ife]

The |latest from this
high-end system builder
has a new heart: dual

ATI Radeon HD 4870

X2 graphics cards—and
they are screaming (at
least on World in Con-
flict). They might scream
louder once driver issues
are resolved, The over-
clocked Yorkfield CPU,
speedy SDRAM, and
pair of Velociraptor hard
drives helped the ALX
score high on system
benchmark tests—but
there are less-expensive
models that can keep
up with and even out-
paceit.

Vigor Force
Recon QXN
$7,499 direct
L X 1 JIe]

The Vigor Force Recon
QXN kicks serious butt
and qualifies as one of
the more audacious
systems we've reviewed,
with an overclocked Intel
Core 2 QX9770 Extreme
processor, three Ge-
Force GTX 280 graphics
cards, and a boatload

of storage space. All its
scores are competitive
with those of other gam-
ing boxes overclocked
to 4 GHz, but it falls a bit
short of the leader in this
category. When playing
at a machine that costs
almost $8,000, coming
in second or third just
won'’t do.



Bring your business ideas to life by marking
up digital documents, making quick sketches,
handwriting notes, and signing your name
—all digitally, all on your computer.

Bamboo works on either Mac or PC, allowing
you to take advantage of new pen-specific
features in software like Microsoft® Vista in
combination with Office 2007 or Mac Inkwell.
Using a pen is intuitive and natural, making it
easy to personalize your communications.

‘H}/ Mark up or annotate
~~_ Handwrite notes and email
&> Sketch out an idea
fv Navigate with the flick of the pen

make your wack

www.BambooPenTablet.com

amazoncom (BERF oﬂup @ MacMal] L‘;I- PCCmeiin POl




Desktop Replacement Laptops

Downsizing is a good thing when you can get performance, expandability, most of
the usual options, and mobility, too.

With the |8.4-inch scveen, its like
watching consumer HDTV

HP HDX 18
$2,000 direct
e®ee0

99 It's the 18.4-inch screen that will stop
H I-L--‘ you in your tracks, but everything about
L _s the HP HDX 18 screams high-end. The
sl 1,.920-by-1,080 resolution fits the 1080p
B moniker exactly, providing a movie ex-
perience comparable to watching a consumer
HDTV. The feature list is stellar, including an
internal ATSC TV tuner. Two 160GB drives spin
at 7.200 rpm. The combination of the 2.8-GHz
Intel Core 2 Duo T9600 and 4GB of DDR2 RAM
helped the HDX 18 dominate our performance
tests. Even more remarkable was that it com-
pleted the video-encoding test in under a min-
ute—a rare feat for a laptop.

Acer Aspire 8920G
$2,600 street
L L L 1 e

Just when you thought
Acer couldn’t come up
with another beastly lap-
top, the Aspire 89206
“Gemstone Blue” series
emerges to wow high-
definition aficionados.
With an 18.4-inch screen,
top-notch performance
scores, 4GB of RAM, Blu-
ray burner, and amazing
sound guality, thisis

a nice, but expensive,
movable media center.
Though still bulky and
8.8 pounds, it doesn't
seem like a nightmare to
lug around. FireWire and
S-Video-out ports are
glaring omissions.

ASUS M70Sa-X2
$1,550 street
[ X X X Yo

The feature set and the
price will blow you away.
The ASUS M70Sa-X2
isn't shy about being a
plus-size 17-inch laptop
that weighs 8.7 pounds.
In fact, it makes the
most of it by including a
terabyte’s worth of stor-
age and a Blu-ray burner.
Performance scores
rival those of big names
like HP and Toshiba. The
assortment of A/V ports
is a boon for home-
theater heads and video
editors. The downside?
The ASUS M705a-X2

is hard to find in stores,
Your best bet is online, at
sites like Newegg.com.
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Gateway P-7811FX
$1,399 list
eee 0O

Multimedia buffs and
casual gamers will love
the 1080p-guality reso-
lution and energy-
efficient premium parts.
Gateway had to make
some tough choices to
get the price down to
$1,399, but it made the
right ones. The Centrino
2 processor, HDMI port,
4GB DDR3 RAM, and
gorgeous 17-inch display
come together to create
a solid desktop replace-
ment. If you can handle
the 8.8-pound weight
and potential incompat-
ibilities with 64-bit Vista,
the price makes this a
compelling system.

Apple MacBook Pro
17-Inch (Core 2 Duo
T7700)

$3,799 direct

[ X X X Yol

The lightest 17-inch
laptop on the mar-

ket delivers fantastic
performance with the
2.4-GHz Intel Core 2
Duo, 3GB of RAM, and
gaming-worthy graph-
ics card (nVidia GeForce
8600M GT). The screen
calls out to video pros,
photographers, gamers,
and media enthusiasts,
And it's definitely cooler
than its predecessor; it
gets lukewarm, not hot.
The 160GB hard drive

is fast but skimpy for a
machine at this price. If
only Apple offered less-
costly configurations.

Toshiba Satellite
P305-58825
$1,050 street

[ L L X Jo

Toshiba’s 7.5-pound lap-
top takes up less space
than a conventional
desktop without forcing
you to scrimp much on
screen size (17 inches),
feature set, or ports. The
1.83-GHz Intel Core 2
Duo T5550 processor
won't win any perfor-
mance races, but it can
handle photo editing,
movie viewing, office
tasks, and so forth—
which is what you should
expect from a laptop at
this price. The full-size
keyboard and numeric
keypad ease the transi-
tion from a desktop.



Advertisement

Another Day, Another Crisis?

The Common Denominator in Performance Nightmares

Just Another Day at the Office
You've probably had it happen, and
there’s nothing quite like it. First thing
Monday morning, a “MUST be handled
before noon!” list of emergencies hits
you in the face:
* The sales manager is squawking
because CRM database is slow
* Accounting is nagging because
email is slow
* The NAS server is averaging
unacceptably high counts of
queued disk 1/Os
« You're getting constant poor
performance alerts from the SAN
* Backups have not been completing
during the backup window
These nagging, ulcer-creating problems
are also the subject of several emails from
the CFO because, on top of being bad
for company production, in this time of
economic uncertainty they're also bad for
business. Work is being slowed down and
the company is losing money.

The Culprit

The common hardware denominator to
all these crises is the hard drive—the
slowest link in a computer system. If the
data on a hard drive is fragmented, that
already dragging weakest link becomes
agonizingly slower.

With frenetic requirements for
continuous data access, enormous files
and huge disk capacities, fragmentation
is worse than ever; files in hundreds or
even thousands of fragments aren't at all
uncommon. Brett Taylor, of Van Wert
Medical Services, discovered just how
bad it can get. “Our electronic medi-
cal records server is a Microsoft® SQL
Server® and one day it came to a halt,”
he says. “I did everything: ran spyware
software, deleted numerous temp files,
ran Windows® update, etc. but nothing
would allow the server to run. It turned
out that the hard drive was horribly
[ragmented.”

Craig Merchant of Pace Engineering,
San Francisco, discovered very similar
problems. “I get a huge amount of
fragmentation when 1 run multiple
virtual machines on my system using
VMware®” he reports. “I've had as much

as 20% fragmentation that the Windows
defrag utility couldn't get rid of. In my
experience, virtual machines fragment
their disks as much as real machines.
But Windows systems running VMware
tend to have extreme fragmentation
problems, particularly when running
multiple VM’s.”

Making Mondays Go Away

Making the right defragmentation
technology choice in today’s frantic
fragmentation environment is vital.
Scheduled defragmentation has become
a problem due to the IT hours required
to schedule defragmentation and the
downtime required for the defragment-
er to run. But worst of all, scheduled
defragmentation is no longer fully
addressing fragmentation.

The only solution that stands up to
today’s escalating fragmentation is
Diskeeper®. Diskeeper’'s proprietary
InvisiTasking® technology makes for
completely automatic, invisible defrag-
mentation. Because it utilizes otherwise
idle resources, it requires absolutely no
scheduling, freeing up IT time for more
important tasks. There is never a negative
performance hit during defragmentation,
and system performance and reliability
are consistently maximized.

Reliability and Performance Issues
Become Nonexistent

Mike Driest, Network/Systems
Administrator for Industrial Control
Repair in Warren, Michigan, has found
Diskeeper to be the only solution,

“Automatic disk defragmentation for a
server is like oil for the engine in your
car, he says. “One of the most useful
features about Diskeeper, when using
it on our 20+ servers, is the automatic

defragmenting with InvisiTasking.

Diskeeper helps all of our servers
(Domain Controllers, File, Exchange,
SQL, Web, etc) perform at their very
best. Reliability and performance issues
relating to a lack of defragmentation

do not exist in our environment.”

Diskeeper has proven the solution
for Andrew Wise, Senior Network
Engineer at Datacore Marketing in
Westwood, Kansas as well. “We run
Diskeeper primarily on our SQL da-
tabase servers with Fibre Channel
SAN connectivity,” he says. “It keeps
the database and log files defragmented
at the OS level to reduce the I/O on our
SAN. After installing Diskeeper and
doing a full defrag, we noticed around
10-15% reduction in the amount of 1/O
generated and in the amount of time it
took for the SAN to service each request.
We are a Microsoft SQL Server database
shop and we process terabytes of SQL
data on a daily basis, so any reduction
in the amount of time it takes to do that
processing save us money.”

Diskeeper with InvisiTasking makes
for smooth, calm Monday mornings for
these and thousands of other enterprises
the world over. Take advantage of our
special offer and find out, free of charge,
what it can do for you.

SPECIAL OFFER:

Discover how vital Diskeeper with
InvisiTasking is to you.

Get your FREE fully operational trial
version for 45 days now! (Extended
from 30 days) Download at:

www.diskeeper.com/nocrisis

Violume licensing and Government/Education discounts
are available by calling 800-829-6468, extension 4141

with InvisiTasking:

Diskeeper200s

Maximizing Performance and Reliability— Aufomatically -

57k
/

Diskeeper

corporation




Ultraportable Laptops

Shrinkage continues, but performance and features of the tiniest laptops will meet
the needs of traveling business professionals.

MSI Wind
$480 street
[ L X X Jo

It's the best ultraportable deal on
the market, complete with the Intel
_m_a Atom platform, Windows XP Home
Lld Edition, a full range of connections,
BES and a very good user experience.
The 10-inch screen is practical for both Web
surfing and word processing. Unlike the HP
Mini-Note's VIA C7-M processor, the Atom is
more energy efficient and is a much better
performer. And the 1GB of memory is more
than enough to run Windows XP. One knock:
The keyboard should be bigger.

Lenovo ThinkPad
X200

$1,199 direct

[ X X X Jo

The X200 has several
features that make it

a terrific business
ultraportable, includ-
ing a Centrino 2-based
processor that has a
very favorable effect on
battery life (6 hours on
our tests) and perfor-
mance that currently
bests other ThinkPads.
Furthermore, it puts
every wireless technol-
ogy imaginable at your
disposal. At 3.7 pounds,
the X200 is heavier than
some competitors.

Sony VAIO
VGN-SZ791N
$2,499 direct
L X X X AV

T Withits debut
‘i | SZultraport-

4 able (the VGN-
SZ170P), Sony

d showed it under-

stood the importance
of discrete graphics
and optical drives to
speed-seeking travelers.
The SZ791N provides a
compelling performance
boost with a 2.5-GHz
Core 2 Duo Intel "Pen-
ryn” processor. Also, the
SZ791IN's battery sus-
tained it for over 5 hours,
aneeded improvement.
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ASUS U2E-A2B
$2,499 list
0800

This gorgeous, leather-
clad ultraportable
weighs next to nothing
(okay, 2.7 pounds). But it
could use a price reduc-
tion and a processor lift.
The 11-inch widescreen
is big enough for busi-
ness road warriors, and
the unigue HDMI port
can drive high-quality
video to a bigger, exter-
nal display. ASUS is one
of the few vendors that
doesn't support internal
cellular modems, so
the UZ2E is not “mobile-
broadband ready.”

Intel’s enevgy-efficient Atom inside

Voodoo Envy 133
$2,449 direct
99000

It fits in a manila enve-
lope, and if looks could
kill, the 3.5-pound Envy
133 would be to die for,
But setbacks like mea-
ger battery lifeand a
high price might keep

it from being your best
choice. The 13.3-inch
widescreen is backed
by LEDs and looks great
invarious light settings.
The 133 has an Express-
Card slot, which yvou
might need because it
doesn't have an option
for an integrated cellular
moderm.

Toshiba Portégé
R500 (SSD)
$2,599 direct

L X X Xolel

= Itseemsincon-
i | =2 ceivablethata

laptop with a
12-inch screen
) and full-size

keyboard can weigh
only 1.7 pounds. Of
course, compromises
were made—a lesser
Intel CPU and no optical
drive—but the unit is fine
for office-type tasks.
The widescreen looked
a bit washed out under
fluorescents, but the an-
tiglare film coating is ef-
fective. The R500 carries
our GreenTech seal.



Take your office PC with you, wherever you go.

GoToMyPC is the award-winning service that lets you use your office
PC from any other computer with an Internet connection - as if you
were sitting at your desk! Just log on to GoToMyPC.com and work
with all your programs. Access all your files. Use your email. It's fast,
easy, and secure. Try GoToMyPC FREE for 30 days.

Visit GoToMyPC.com and use promo “Mag”.

Need a better way to get to your PC
when you’re away from the office?

GoloMyPC

Access Your PC from Anywhere



Mainstream Laptops

Screens are bigger and better, media capabillities are richer, and these systems rival
many desktop PCs in performance.

Dell Studio 15
$1,199 direct
290900

1
I
o

- e

=N When Dell crossed the bargain
= pricing of its Inspiron laptops with

Lm_4a the design sense of its XPS line,
[";’:?ﬂ'f something sensational emerged—

CHOICE

the Studio line. Dell hopes to reel in

the latest generation of students, content
creators, social-networkers, and camera
enthusiasts. The Studio 15 is a stylish 5.9-
pound, 15-inch laptop with spectacular
performance scores, excellent configura-

tion options, and an extensive color palette
(Plum Purple, anyone?). With its 2.5-GHz
Intel Core 2 Duo processor and 2GB of
RAM, the Studio 15 showed the best
overall system score we've seen so far

from a mainstream laptop.

2.5-GHz CPV Arives best
systewm pevfovimance
M & maiustream laptop

Acer Aspire 6920G-6071
$980 street
e0000

+ 3 Notonlyis this the first
E = laptop toincorporate a
Lm_a 16-inch widescreen, it's
Laddld also the first to bundle
a Blu-ray drive and dis-
crete nVidia graphics for under
$1,000. The 1.83-GHz Intel Core
2 Duo T5550 is fine for watch-
ing movies. An HDMI-out port
isincluded, along with four USB
ports. In many ways it's the per-
fect media center for a cramped
room or studio apartment: It
sheds the weight but doesn’t
sacrifice screen real estate.

CHOICE

Fujitsu LifeBook T5010
$1,869 direct
(X 1§ Q6

The T5010 convertible tablet
straddles the line between
portable and “maybe | should
leave this at home," but a lot can
be forgiven when you putina
13.3-inch widescreen, an optical
drive, and the latest Centrino

2 parts. The digitizer and the
pen-on-paper feel are truly im-
pressive. The 80GE drive seems
insubstantial, but it can be
upgraded. Though battery life
was disappointing, this is still a
terrific mainstream laptop.

HP Pavilion dv5t
$1,525 list
' Y X X Yo

HP makes over its Pavilion

line with Centrino 2 processor
technology and a shiny chrome
interior, The feature set is prob-
ably among the best in the
industry and includes an HDTV
tuner, a powerful 3D graphics
card, four USB ports, a FireWire
port, a webcam, and a 5-in-1
card reader. As always, HP
offers several options for screen
resolution. In the configuration
we tested, the 1,680-by-1,050-
pixel screen really made videos
and photos pop.

MORE ON THE WEB Read in-depth reviews with complete specs of each machine at www.pcmag.com.
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Sony VAIO VGN-FW198UH
$2,099 direct
[ X X Jole

One of the first media center
laptops to hit the scene with a
16.4-inch widescreen, this 6.4-
pound VAIO is also one of the
first based on Intel's Centrino
2 platform. Performance num-
bers are formidable, battery
life a letdown. Wireless, three
USB ports, FireWire, an HDM|-
out port, 4GB RAM, a Blu-ray
burner, and a 320GB hard drive
round out the package. High
prices and too much useless
software are issues that con-
tinue to plague Sony laptops.



The Top 100
Undiscovered Web Sites

From the supremely useful to the sublimely ridiculous, these sites belong in your
Favorites folder or RSS reader.

Please opena few extrabrowser tabs. You're
going to need them.

Each year, our editorial team assem-
bles to find the best Web sites of the year.
We then painstakingly whittle the list of
nominations down to The Top 100 Undis-
covered Web Sites—those that might not
be household names but capture the best
trends of the online universe.

Some of these sites are surely known to
vou, and might even have large followings
within their particular niche. But given
the list’s broad range of categories, we're
certain there’s plenty of new stuff here for
everyone to discover.—Kyle Monson

Illustration by Ken Orvidas

Apps and Services

Animoto www.animoto.com
Upload photos and music (from your hard
drive or sites like Flickr and Facebook) and
Animoto will auto-generate a cool slide-
show video. You end up with a polished
product complete with transitions and
effects. Thirty-second clips are free, longer
clips cost $3.

Drop.io drop.io
The best file-sharing service we've seen.
Justtype inthe URL vou'd like touse, upload

your files (up to 100MB), and set a pass-
word. Sharing files is then as easy as send-
ing the URL around.

Ecosystem: The Netvibes

Widget Directory eco.netvibes.com
Tons o’ widgets for users of the Netvibes
personal start-page service. They're
compatible with OS X, Vista, iPhone, and
iGoogle. Besides searching for cool wid-
gets or code, you can upload your own.

Jooce www.jooce.com
Access your personal stuff from any com-

puter. Just load up your browser-based
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Facebook, Picasa, and many other photo
sites and use them to construct cool (and
free) multimedia scrapbooks. You can add
video clips, too.

Utterz www.utterz.com
Post your content (text, audio, photo, or
video) across multiple blogs and social
networks. Utterz is specially optimized for
use with mobile phones, letting vou update
vour blog from anywhere.—Kyle Monson

BIZARROWORLD So the cartoonist says...

Jooce desktop with files, music, videos, IM
buddy lists, and anything else you might
need, and get to it all by logging in.

Jott www.jott.com
One of the coolest applications of speech-
to-text technologies we have seen. Sign up
for a free account, then call Jott on your
phone and leave a message. The message
will be converted to text and posted on
your blog, Twitter feed, or to-do list. The
conversion is surprisingly accurate.

Mux WWW.Mmux.am
An excellent video conversion/sharing
site. Enter the URL of a video clip (or its
location on your hard drive) and specify
what format you want the video in—iPod,
PSP, DivX, MPEG-4, and so forth. Give it
a few minutes to work its magic; Mux will
send you an e-mail with the location for
downloading your new clip.

PageOnce WWWwW.pageonce.com
Maintain all your online account info in
one spot. Keep tabs on your bank or invest-
ment accounts, vour social-network pro-
files, minutes left on your cell-phone plan,
or which Netflix movies are on the way.

Plurk www.plurk.com
Go beyond Twitter with this microblog-
ging service that lets users share images
and video clips. The interface is also a lot
more fun to use.

PurpleTrail www.purpletrail.com
This event-planning site will need to build
a lot more momentum before it can chal-
lenge Evite or the invite functions built
into Facebook and MySpace. But Purple-
Trail has the features to give them a run for
their money.

Scrapblog www.scrapblog.com
Grab your photos from Flickr, MySpace,
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Fun and Games

BizarroBlog

bizarrocomic.blogspot.com

The syndicated comic strip Bizarro is
even more enjovable with cartoonist Dan
Piraro’s commentary, which usually fol-
lows on this blog a few days after the panel
has run in newspapers.

Chime.TV www.chimetv.com
There are plenty of aggregated video sites,
but Chime.T'V pulls from the best (Break
.com, Dailymotion, Veoh, and others) to
make editor-created channels filled with
stuff you'll love.

Group Card www.groupcard.com
An easy way for officemates, friends, or
family to circulate, sign, and send a free
e-card. The selection isn’t much better than
at your local drugstore, but anything that
saves spending $5 on a paper card is good.

JakeandAmir.com
www.jakeandamir.com

Jake Hurwitz and Amir Blumenfeld deliver
twisted video sketches that tend to be fun-
nier than the material they create in their
day jobs at CollegeHumor.com.

Oddee www.oddee.com
A landing place for the weird photos blow-
ing around the Internet, broken down into
Digg-friendly, easily digestible lists.

PointlessSites.com
www.pointlesssites.com

Beneath its circa-1995 exterior lies the ulti-
mate portal to online time-wasting, If you
need to play a silly Flash-animated game,
and you need to play it now, this site has
you covered.

RulesofThumb.org
www.rulesofthumb.org

Want to harness the collective wisdom on
managing money, finding the perfect mate,

or getting rid of back pain? Whether the
collective wisdom is on target, however, is
a call you'll have to make.

Someecards www.someecards.com
It comes as quite a shock that one of the
funniest sites on the Web is an e-card ser-
vice. Browsing through the enormous col-
lection was enough to make us wish we
had friends to send cards to.

Totlol www.totlol.com
Actual human beings vet videos from all
over the Web as suitable for kids ages 6
months to 6 years and embed them here—
from classics like Kermit singing “It's Not
Easy Being Green” onup to modern Veggie-
Tales and obscure stuff in between.

TypeRacer play.typeracer.com
Put vour typing skills to the test with Type-
Racer for the chance to win money, fame,
women, and a slot on TypeRacer’s leader-
board! (You actually get only one of those
wonderful prizes.)

WonderMark www.wondermark.com
If you like your Web comics to have
that old-timey feeling—we're talking
19th-century-woodcut-illustrations old-
timey—check out David Malki’s twisted
twice-a-week strip featuring Victorian-era
characters and punch lines you won't see
coming,.

YouTomb youtomb.mit.edu
The MIT Free Culture student group
tracks the top videos removed from You-
Tube for copyvright violation, and retains
the metadata so that we, the public, can
decide if the removal was justified.

—Kyle Monson and Eric Griffith

Health and Science

Atmospheric Optics
www.atoptics.co.uk

This site’s stunning pictures illustrate the
strange and beautiful phenomena created
by light, weather, and our atmosphere.

CalorieLab www.calorielab.com
Check the nutrition info for just about
every restaurant chain and type of food
before you head out to eat. Then consult
the calorie-burning statistics for day-to-
day activities.

Exploratorium www.exploratorium.edu
An excellent resource for kids interested



WORLD’S FIRST FULL HD 27.5” LCD TV

The Hannspree HTO09 is the world’s first Full HD 27.5-inch LCD television, delivering stunning imagery
and sharp picture guality typically found on most large-screen LCD TVs. The HTOS provides nine video inputs,
including two HDMI™ ports, for connecting devices such as HD antenna, cable set-fop box, gaming console,
DVD/Blu-ray™ player, PC, and camecorder, making it truly a multi-function display. Combined with Full HD
1080p resolution, ulira-fast response time, and high contrast ratio, users will enjoy an enhanced viewing
experience whether watching a movie, sporting event, or playing a computer game.,
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in finding out how the world around them
works. Like its meatspace counterpart, it
emphasizes scientific discovery through
activities and demonstrations.

OrganizedWisdom
www.organizedwisdom.com

Taking a different approach to health-
related searches, this site presents results
in the form of “WisdomCards,” curated
topics pages with info and links.

ZocDoc www.zocdoc.com
We absolutely love this idea: a directory of
doctors and dentists that you can search
by insurance plan, location, or available
appointment times. (Currently limited to
New York City.)—KM

Info, Search, and Reference

blippr www.blippr.com
You've got 160 words to weigh in on a
movie, book, music, or game, so make
them count; as with Twitter, the enforced
conciseness often results in some brilliant
writing.

Common Sense Media
www.commonsensemedia.org

For parents who want to know more about
the media their kids are consuming, CSM
offers detailed, clear-eyed reports on the
content of movies, music, and video games
without resorting to rants or value judg-
ments (you can post those yourself in the
reader reviews section).

Criminal Searches
www.criminalsearches.com
Scary-but-useful data on criminals who
live in your neighborhood, crimes they
were convicted of, and, in some cases,
names and personal info. It’s all culled
from public records.

Damn Interesting
www.damninteresting.com

It’s possible that a severed head may actu-
ally feel pain for a while, post-separation. If
you find that kind of fact damn interesting,
well, you know where to go.

ExpoTV www.expotv.com
Videotaped opinions offer unique insights
into products you might not have consid-
ered reading reviews of, such as voga mats
or highlighter pens. Tape and submit your
own review and ExpoTV may pay you $10
if it runs.

70 PCMAGAZINE MNOVEMBER 2008

EASY SLIDER Scroll horizontally through stacks of results pages at Searchme.

glassbooth www.glassbooth.org
Take a short quiz and glassbooth will tell
you how your views line up with each
presidential candidate’s, and why. The site
also provides links for further research.

Howcast www.howcast.com
The best-looking how-to videos on the
Web. Learn “How to Become an Ultimate
Fighter” or “How to Get Rid of a One-
Night Stand.” Sign up to get a How-To
Video of the Day via e-mail.

HowToCleanStuff
www.howtocleanstuff.net

Whatever you get dirty, this site can prob-
ably tell you how to clean it: white-wall
tires, LCD screens, golf balls, fake plants,
furniture, venetian blinds, clothing, pets,
and, yes, even people.

NationMaster www.nationmastercom
Offering world data on a staggeringly wide
variety of subjects, this site lets you com-
pare nations based on different criteria.
For instance, America kicks the rest of the
world’s butt at soft-drink consumption.

RepairPal www.repairpal.com
Until recently, God and your mechanic
were the only ones who knew how much
it actually costs to replace the fuel injec-
tor on a'95 Toyota Previa. Punch in yvour
car info, necessary repair, and ZIP code
and RepairPal will tell you how much to
expect to pay and where you can get the
work done.

Searchme www.searchme.com
An innovative search engine that essen-
tially uses Apple’s Cover Flow interface
to present results. Enter a term and then
scroll horizontally through full previews
of each relevant page, or create “Stacks” of
bookmarked pages to visit later.

Viewzi www.viewzi.com
Viewzi aggregates search results from
Google, Yahoo!, YouTube, and others and
lets you pick how you want them pre-
sented (just photos, for example). It can
actually be more convenient than a simple
Google search.

WhatTheFont www.whatthefont.com
To find out which font is being used in an
image or on a Web site, upload ascan of it to
WhatTheFont, or submit the URL. The ser-
vice analyzes your submission and sends
you the name of the font.—KM and EG

Lifestyle

BleacherReport
www.bleacherreport.com

Fans get to become sports journalists via
this “open-source sports network.” It’s a
vast site, full of news and, above all, opin-
ions (“Most Unwearable Jerseys”).

Crazy Blind Date
www.crazyblinddate.com

Fill out a simple profile, upload a picture,
and if you're lucky, the service will send
you a match (description and “super-
blurry” photo). Interested? The service
will then set up the date.

DailyLit www.dailylit.com
You can never again use the excuse that
you're in front of the computer too much
to read a good book. Sign up, find a book
you'd like to read, and then start receiving
the tome in easily readable chunks every
day, every other day, or once a week via
e-mail or RSS.

Design*Sponge
www.designspongeonline.com

This DIY blog sets itself apart with the
practicality and doability of the projects.



Presenting the
Bose® Computer MusicMonitor®

Performance you
may never have
thought possible
from only two
speakers this small.

The Bose Computer MusicMonitor® was developed for
the growing number of people who use their computers
for personal entertainment, and want accurate sound
reproduction from a small and elegant system. According
to Rich Warren of the News-Gazette, "If you want a pair
of exceptionally small speakers with incredibly big sound
for any purpose, listen no further.”

Our best two-piece computer sound system.

Until now, the rich low tones necessary for high-quality

desktop sound have come only from large speakers

or three-piece systems with a bass module. The

g MusicMonitor® establishes for us a

" | new threshold in the accuracy of

music reproduction. As Arlen

Schweiger of Electronic House

[ ‘; reports, “The folks at Bose

‘ - 3 really know how to shrink

- - a product while maintain-

. ing a big sound.” It is the first time

we have been able to produce sound quality like this

with only two such small enclosures containing all the
electronics and speakers.

S

Proprietary Bose technologies. The unexpected
sound quality is made possible through a combination of
unique Bose technologies, including our dual internal
opposing passive radiators. This invention allows the

system to deliver faithful low note reproduction and
musical accuracy, despite its small size. Dennis Barker
says in Digital TV DesignLine that "after a listening test,
| was quite impressed with this tiny pair of speakers.”

Enjoy all your digital entertainment with
the richness it deserves. The contemporary metal
design and small size make the MusicMonitor®system a
welcome addition to your desk or workspace. Digital
music files sound more lifelike than they
would with ordinary computer speakers FREE

this size. Downloaded videos sound better, shipping
too. And setup is simple. It should take KVR{aRZel0ls
you about as long to connect this system order.

as it takes to remove it from the box.

Listen risk free for 30 days. The best way to judge
the performance of any sound system is in the unigue
acoustics of the environment where you'll use it.
That's why we invite you to try the MusicMonitor® risk
free for 30 days. When you call, ask about using
your own major credit card to make

12 easy payments, with no interest

charges from Bose.* Then listen, and

discover why Bose is the most

respected name in sound. M I

1—800—407—2673, ext. CH370 | www.Bose.com/CMM MO SE

Better sound through researchs

e ———————

"Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-81500 paid by major credit card. Separate financing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus app icable
tax and shipping charges, charged when your order is shipped, Then, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly instaliments beginning approximate y one month from the date your order s shipped, with 0% APR and no
interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and imterest may apply. U.S. residents on y, Limit one active financing program per customer. ©2008 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or panding, Financ ng and free sh pping
offer not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without notice. Risk free refers to 30-day tra only and does not include retum shipping. Delivery is subject to product availability.
Quotes rapr nted with permission,
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Welcome back!
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Click on the buttons below and start tracking homes, neighborhoods, and schools
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WON'T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR? Find more than the right house at Cyberhomes.

Asin: You and I could actually do most of
this stuff and make it look great.

Fantasy Football Hub
www.fantasyfootballhub.com

[t may be the most hideous site in this year’s
collection, but it’s a massive clearinghouse
of links for everything you'd ever need to
know about virtual pigskin, from finding a
league to getting those all-important stats
and injury reports.

Feministing www.feministing.com
Tackling subjects ranging from the serious
(women denied a standard rape-kit exam)
to the absurd (abstinence thongs!), dedi-
cated bloggers make the site informative,
fun, and balanced, and a lively community
gives readers a chance to contribute and
debate.

Inhabitat www.inhabitat.com
With style and substance, this site focuses
on forward-looking design that emphasizes
sustainability and efficiency. Chock-full of
cool stuff, like a solar-powered tote bag and
acollapsible stadium that seats 3,500.

LoveFoodHateWaste
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com

Tell LFHW what you've got on hand in
the kitchen and the site suggests recipes
that'll help vou clean out vour fridge and
save money at the same time. Hmm. ... stale
bread ... wilted lettuce ...

Serious Eats www.seriouseats.com
This foodie megablog serves a ton of tasty
content, including recipes and restaurant
reviews, reader photos (think cupcake-
decorating achievements), offbeat prod-
uct reviews (David Lynch’s new organic
coffee), and video clips (Charlie Rose chat-
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ting with Momofuku restaurant impresa-
rio David Chang).

WooMe WWW.WOo0ome.com
Being rejected by a string of would-be
dates is less painful when it’s online. No
cumbersome profiles to (over)analyze
here—just join a video-chat session and
talk with five people in 5 minutes. If the
60-second date was good for both of you,
WooMe charges a buck to swap your con-
tact info.—Sean Carroll and Kyle Monson

Money and Real Estate

BillShrink www.billshrink.com
If you think you're paying too much for
your wireless plan, BillShrink can help. Just
tell it how much you pay monthly, your ZIP
code, and usage details like how often you
send text. BillShrink will suggest which
wireless carrier plan is best and estimate
your potential savings.

Cyberhomes  www.cyberhomes.com
Find not just the right house but the right
neighborhood, too. Get info and ratings
for local schools, mine demographic data
to find a neighborhood with (or without)
children, or even search for a neighbor-
hood by affluence.

Glassdoor.com www.glassdoor.com
Ever wonder what your cubicle neighbors’
salaries are? Or what they really think of
the boss? Glassdoor.com collects and posts
anonymous emplover reviews and salary
info.

Stockhouse www.stockhouse.com
Half social network for investors, half
information resource. Track stock prices,
swap trading tips, and even add other users

as friends. Just like Wall Street, but without
the golf and cigar smoke.—KM

Music

Create Digital Music
createdigitalmusic.com

Whether you're a ProTools wiz or a Garage-
Band hobbyist, or just like to jam on your
iPhone, Create Digital Music can help per-
fect your sound with product reviews and
news, production tips, and an active com-
munity offering music-making advice.

Favtape.com www.favtape.com
Muxtape used to be in this spot, but as
it's been taken down “temporarily,” we're
swapping in Favtape.com, which lets users
build playlists out of their favorite tracks
from Last.fm or Pandora. Share your “mix-
tapes” with friends, or listen to others’.

RadioTime www.radiotime.com
Tune in to the online streams of terrestrial
radio stations, whether they’re in your
neighborhood or across the country.

Songza WWww.songza.com
Enter a song, artist, or both, and if it finds
what you're looking for, Songza will serve
it up free of charge—you can even build
play-lists. Where does all this free music
come from? Best not to ask.

TheSixtyOne www.thesixtyone.com
Discover new tunes at this Digg-like
music-streaming service, which lets you
vote songs up or dowr.

Wolfgang’s Vault
www.wolfgangsvault.com

Free access to vintage recordings of
thousands of live shows by legends like
Clapton, Zeppelin, Hendrix, the Allman
Brothers, Muddy Waters, and many more.
These aren’t crappy bootlegs; they're mas-
ter recordings from Bill Graham'’s archives
and other reputable catalogs.—KM

News

AMERICAblog

www.americablog.com

This left-leaning blog takes an activist slant
on political reporting and turns a sharp
eye on the 2008 presidential campaign and
its coverage by the media. You might not
know this site, but you've probably read
political stories that were broken here.




One Choice
for Power Protection. -

When it comes to power protection, Tripp Lite has all your solutions.

Tripp Lite offers a complete line of UPS systems, surge suppressors, power strips, cable and connectivity
products and more. We also introduced the first UPS system designed specifically for personal computers,
and today we protect and power electronics in all your environments, including homes, small offices and
home theaters. When you want solutions for all your power protection needs, think Tripp Lite.

Home
Solutions Provide:

* UPS protection for your PC,
gaming, music and multimedia
systems

* Surge suppression to protect all
equipment against damaging
surges, spikes and line noise

* Premium cables for superior high-
speed data transfer between all
components

Small Office
Solutions Provide:

e Battery backup support for PCs,
small servers, internetworking
equipment, small business phone
systems and other sensitive
electronics

e UPS protection for computers
and other equipment against
blackouts, brownouts and surges

* Surge suppression to protect AC
andTel/DSL line connections on
PCs and vital system peripherals

Win a Digital UPS System 85
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Home Theater
Solutions Provide:

* Battery backup, EMI/RFI line noise
filtering and surge protection for
all components (TVs, DVRs/DVDs,
HD source components, receivers,
sound systems, PCs/servers and
more)

¢ Vital protection and performance
enhancement for all components

* Premium cables for crystal-clear
audio/visual connections between
all components

tripplite.com/pcmag

for your home or small office! i ¥ e\
= TRIPP-LITE

— v
@ PC Connection II]Slg Nt

POWER PROTECTION

e

www.tripplite.com



MobLogic.tv www.moblogic.tv
The man-on-the-street interview gets a
nice treatment here. Host Lindsay Camp-
bell covers more than just the usual stuff;
she even gets arrested at a New York City
protest. News commentary on the Web is
seldom more engaging.

Orato.com www.orato.com
Citizen journalists get a chance to break
free of the mainstream media by writing
the news themselves. There’s a good mix of
political news and lighter fare, and many of
the user-submitted articles are surprisingly
compelling.

ScotusBlog www.scotusblog.com
Keep up with what's going on in the secret
chambers with this site’s expert and
exhaustive coverage of the U.S. Supreme
Court. There are quickie news updates but
also in-depth analyses of rulings.

Townhall.com www.townhall.com
Aggregated content from leading conser-
vative columnists and right-leaning part-
ner sites.

Truemors www.truemors.com
Don't call it a gossip site; it’s a user-
generated rumor/news site. Submit your
own, or just browse stories posted by oth-
ers and vote for your favorites.—KM

Photography

BLDG BLOG  bldgblog.blogspot.com
That Geoff Manaugh’s blog has won
awards for its eclectic coverage of “archi-
tectural conjecture, urban speculation,
and landscape futures” is no surprise. Even
if you're not into reading about buildings,
you'll be sucked in by the stunning artwork
he digs up.

Boston.com: The Big Picture
www.boston.com/bigpicture

Three times a week, Alan Taylor posts a
series of big, beautiful pictures depicting
stories currently in the news.

Earth Album

www.earthalbum.com

Not the first mash-up of Flickr and Google
Maps, but it’s one of the best. Click on any
location on a map of the world and geo-
tagged photos appear. Click on a photo to
see it larger and to get a description from
the photographer.
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PHOTO PLANET At Tag Galaxy, you can
search for photo subjects, or waste time.

PicApp WwWWw.picapp.com
A free stock-photo service that lets you
quickly grab images of whatever sub-
ject you need for use on your blog or site.
Photos range from run-of-the-mill shots to
celebrity pics.

SquareAmerica
www.squareamerica.com

We can’t promise that you'll find per-
sonal memories in the vintage snapshots
collected here, but vou will see primo
examples of that type of family photogra-
phy—mostly in black and white but some-
times in glorious Kodachrome.

Tag Galaxy www.taggalaxy.de
Tag Galaxy takes visual representations of
datato new heights in searching Flickr pho-
tos. Enter a keyword (“frog”) and you'll see
a 3D representation of a solar system with
the keyword as the sun, orbited by related
word “planets” (for example, “amphibian,”
“green,” and “toad”). Click planets to com-
bine keywords, or just click the sun (main
keyword) to get a photo-sphere covered
with up to 236 images from Flickr. A fasci-
nating time waster.—EG

Shopping

Catalog Choice
www.catalogchoice.org

Ifyou're tired of your mailbox being stuffed
with annoying catalogs, take advantage of
this free service that lets vou refuse cata-
logs you wish to no longer receive. Clean
out your mailbox and save a few trees at
the same time.

Gazelle.com www.gazelle.com
Earn cash for all that not-quite-obsolete
tech gear vou've already replaced. Enter
the make, model, and condition of your
gadget and you'll get an on-the-spot offer.
The service accepts cameras, MP3 players,
cell phones, laptops, and more.

The Impulsive Buy
www.theimpulsivebuy.com

Basically, TIB is just some guy writing
about consumer products, but both the
products he selects and the words he uses
to describe them are truly inspired.

SomethingStore
www.somethingstore.com

For an even ten bucks, SomethingStore will
send you ... something. You don't get to
pick. Maybe you'll get a laptop bag, maybe
you'll get a GPS device, maybe vou'll get a
tacky piece of costume jewelry.

Typo Buddy www.typobuddy.com
One tip to save money on eBav is to look
for auctions with the fewest bidders. Typo-
Buddy helps out by searching for com-
monly misspelled words on eBay, pointing
you to gems that remain hidden because of
amistyped keyword.

Wigix wWww.wigix.com
A cheaper alternative to eBay. If you're a
disgruntled PowerSeller or bidder, you
might like this site’s low fees and wealth
of features like price histories and social-
shopping options.

Zilok us.zilok.com
People who have stuff to rent can connect
with people who need to rent stuff. Instead
of buying a Nikon D80 to take on vacation,
rent one for a few bucks a day.

—Jared Preusz and Kyle Monson

Social Networking

Eons.com WWW.e0oNns.com
Boomers too old for MySpace will love this
site. They can explore their interests, keep
in touch with friends and family, connect
with people sharing similar experiences,
and even play games.

FriendFeed www.friendfeed.com
We have stared into the social-networking
abyss and it is the information overload
named FriendFeed. The service aggregates
all your content and activity from Face-
book, Flickr, Digg, Twitter, Last.fm, blogs,
and so on, and aggregates vour friends’
activity, too, giving you a meta-feed of vour
online social life.

SocialVibe www.socialvibe.com
Maybe those millions of eyeballs staring
at social networks every day can be used
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MEAN STREETS Keep your hardware protected with the latest smarts from Malware City.

for good. SocialVibe thinks so. You select
a charity, then a favorite brand or product.
An ad for that brand goes on your social-
network profile, and proceeds from the ad
go to the charity.

SoSauce WWW.s0sauce.com
Photography and travel fans can upload
photos, blog about their experiences, and
even play multiplayer games. The site is
not as profile-based as other social net-
works but instead is built around sharing
content.—JP and KM

Technology

Coding Horror www.codinghorror.com
Proof that blogs about programming don’t
have to be boring. Posts are full of informa-
tion for Web programmers and developers,
but they're also surprisingly readable for
the rest of us—well, the rest of us geeks.

FixYa www.fixya.com
If it’s broken, post vour problem. FixYa
aggregates user-generated how-tos about
products ranging from iPods and GPS
devices to washing machines and SUVs.

Google Operating System
googlesystem.blogspot.com

A great source for anyone with heavy inter-
est or investment in Google services, such
as Docs, Apps, Maps, iGoogle, Picasa, and
onand on. Not affiliated with Google.

Hack n Mod www.hacknmod.com
‘What, vou don’t know how to turn a Game-
Boy into an iPod, or transform an old PC
into a server? The kindly folks at Hack n
Mod can help you construct pretty much
anything out of pretty much anything else.
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Malware City www.malwarecity.com
We're not sure of the latitude or longitude
of this place, but we imagine it's adjacent to
Sin City and Cape Fear. This BitDefender-
owned site is a great resource for malware
information, packaged in a digestible film-
noir style.

OhGizmo! www.ohgizmo.com
When you're sick and tired of reading
about the umpteenth Apple rumor, check
out OhGizmo!, which covers offbeat gad-
gets like MP3 plavers devoted to the band
Journey and Louis Vuitton Trash Bags.

Phone Arena www.phonearena.com
Phone blogging is a fairly crowded space,
but Phone Arena stands out with in-depth
reviews, great design, plenty of pictures,
and an active user community.

Rock, Paper, Shotgun
www.rockpapershotgun.com

The world might not need another gaming
blog, but heck, we can always use another
one that's well-written, clever, and fre-
quently updated.

SafeSurfer www.safesurfer.org
Protecting your kids on the Internet and
teaching them safe browsing habits doesn’t
have to be dull. The site is jam-packed with
games, news, and resources to help.

TechDailyDose
techdailydose.nationaljournal.com

A fantastic resource for exploring tech pol-
icy inside the Beltway. People interested in
the role technology plays in government and
the role government plays in technology
would be hard-pressed to find a better news
outlet than this National Journal-run blog.

Web Designer Wall
www.webdesignerwall.com

It's a touch ironic, to be sure, but it’s rare to
find a Web design site that’s actually, you
know, well designed. Featuring tips, tricks,
and tutorials, Web Design Wall will help
amateurs and professionals alike.—BH

Travel and Maps

EveryScape Www.everyscape.com
Newcomer EveryScape goes further
than the big mapping sites by letting you
explore both the street view and the inte-
riors of buildings. Photographers on the
ground are shooting as many building
interiors as they can as the site rolls out
to new cities. The service also helps users
find hotels, restaurants, and popular tour-
ist sites with reviews from Yelp.com.

Farecast farecast.live.com
Plane ticket prices go up and down seem-
ingly at random; you could buy a ticket
today only to see the price sink (or spike)
the next day. Farecast makes sense of it
all by tracking pricing trends. Enter your
travel dates, and Farecast will give you a
pricing chart going back several weeks,
along with a recommendation of whether
to buy or wait.

Happy Median www.happymedian.com
This quirky mapping site lets you type in
as many as four addresses and offers meet-
ing places in the middle, whether you're
looking for a restaurant, movie theater,
golf course, or lodging.

InsideTrip www.insidetrip.com
Zillions of flight search engines find flights
based on travel dates, airports, and price.
InsideTrip takes it a step further by letting
you add comfort level as a search param-
eter. Is legroom important? On-time per-
centages? InsideTrip has vou covered.

Triplt www.tripit.com
Take the hassle out of travel itineraries.
Simply forward your travel confirmation
e-mails to TripIt and the staff will build
you a master itinerary, complete with
flight/hotel info, maps, driving directions,
weather reports, and much more.—KM

MORE ON THE WEB For more detailed
descriptions of cach site, plus PC Mag
.com’s list of the Top 100 Classic Sites of
2008: go.pcmag.com/topwebsites.
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BUYING GUIDE HDTVS

HDTYV Screen Test

Our tipsand reviews will help you get the best LCD TV for your needs. By Robert Heron

GILA MIVER

Sleek and thin LCD and plasma HD'T'Vs are
becoming the viewer's choice, dispatch-
ing bulky CRTs and rear-projection sys-
tems to the blurry past. The LCD TV, the
focus of our roundup, is at the top in world-
wide sales because prices have steadily
decreased while picture quality and inte-
grated features have made regular, albeit
incremental, improvements. Yet there are
wide price variations among similar-size
models. Before you spend your cash, brush
up on these basics to make sure you choose
the right LCD HDTV for your needs and

All screen photographs: Corbis

budget. And if you're thinking about a
plasma TV instead of an LCD, check out
go.pcmag.com/buyplasma.

Resolution

1080p resolution (1,920 by 1,080 pixels
progressively scanned) is currently the
pinnacle for consumer home theater
material, and with all other things being
equal, you want the screen resolution of
your HDTV to match this format in order
to provide the most detailed picture pos-
sible. Some manufacturers advertise

LG Electronics 47LG60
$3,499.95 list
[ X X X 2V

LG’s new 47LG60 LCD HDTV offers
a blend of colorful modern style
along with the finest picture quality

4 we've seen from an LCD TV. The set's
S high-speed LCD technology proved
adept at minimizing detail-destroying mo-
tion blur while maintaining good color quali-
ty at even the widest viewing angles. Video-
philes will also appreciate the excellent HD
video processor and the great set of picture
controls. This 47-inch set isn’t inexpensive,
but vou'll be hard-pressed to find another
that delivers this level of picture quality.
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BUYING GUIDE HDTVS

Samsung LN52A750
$3,999.99 list
LA L X AN

=99 The 52-inch Samsung LN52A750 delivered superb contrast
il results and outstanding color quality, and with both stan-

# dard and high-definition video it preserved fine detail while
et MiNimMizing distracting image artifacts. The 120-Hz display
S technology added some motion-interpolated frames to the
video stream to produce smoother movement—which also reduced
the shaking artifacts known as judder. With a useful selection of net-
work-enabled features and an excellent set of picture controls, the
LN52A750 adds up to one of the most capable LCD TVs we've seen.

Toshiba 32CV510U REGZA LCD TV
$899.99 list
eeeeO

Among the most important qualities of
an HDTV are contrast, color, and detail,
and the 32-inch Toshiba 32CV510U REG-
ZA LCD TV delivers a near-clean sweep
by producing excellent picture contrast
and image detail—especially with gual-
ity HD material. As for color quality, it's
above average, but somewhat incon-
sistent when the TV is depicting darker
scenes. Still, anyone looking for a space-
efficient HDTV that delivers superb
picture detail with video content such as
Blu-ray movies, broadcast HD, and even
the latest console game systems will find
this set to be a solid choice.

“1080i” LCD TVs, but there is no such
thing—it simply sounds better than saving
that a particular model has half the screen
resolution of a true 1080p display. Most
of those 1080i LCDs have an actual wide-
screen resolution of 1,366 by 768 pixels,

and they generally cost less than similar

models with 1080p resolution. But many
factors affect the perception of picture
detail, including distance, eyesight, and
the quality of the video material. At a dis-
tance of 12 feet, it would be difficult for a
person with normal vision to distinguish
between a 720p/768p and a 1080p display
showing the same 1080p video (like a Blu-
ray movie). If you often watch high-quality
1080i/1080p video at closer distances, and
you can afford it, go with a 1080p set.

Contrast Ratio and Pixel Response Rate
The problem with these two specs is that
there are several variations, each calcu-
lated in significantly different ways, and
marketing folks tend to focus on whatever
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calculation provides the most impressive
result. In the case of pixel response rate,
what vou really want to know is if a partic-
ular LCD is optimized to minimize image
smearing when displaying fast-motion
video—an ongoing issue with LCD tech-
nology. Nowadays, the LCD feature that
best addresses this artifact is 120-Hz dis-
play technology. Most120-Hz LCDs insert
interpolated frames into a traditional 60-
Hz video signal. When combined with
advanced pixel driving techniques, this
produces a clearer, more detailed picture
when the TV is depicting motion. Like
1080p screen resolution, 120-Hz technol-
ogy usually comes at an extra cost.

In my vears of analyzing home-theater
equipment, I've yet to see amodern LCD
that I would describe as having a dim
picture. Given that most LCDs are rela-
tively bright to begin with, don’t think too
much about the stated contrast ratio. It's
better to focus on which model produces
the deepest, darkest representation of

video black (black level). If two properly
configured LCDs are placed side by side,
the TV with the darker black level often
has the more detailed, better-saturated,
and more appealing picture. Don’t judge
picture quality using an HDTV’s default
picture settings. When possible, compare
relative picture quality using a picture
preset mode labeled Theater, Natural,
or Movie—these modes do not guaran-
tee proper video settings, but they do
typically minimize the more heinous
“enhancements” (like increasing picture
brightness at the expense of detail) to
produce a more accurate-looking pic-
ture. Also pay attention to fine shadow
detail, particularly in dimly lit scenes—
these can be some of the toughest video
scenarios for LCD screens to get right.

Screen Finish

The scereen of an LCD TV can produce
more than twice the light output of a
plasma display, and that extra brightness is
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BUYING GUIDE HDTVS

Sharp Aquos LC-32D44U
$999.95 list
o908 0O

Even seasoned shoppers puzzle over the significant price differ-
ences among HDTVs of similar size. Screen resolution and integrated
features are usually the main factors. The Aquos LC-32D44U is a 32-
inch LCD HDTV that is one of Sharp's most affordable models, but its
relatively low cost doesn't—for the most part—require the sacrifice of
performance or features. The LC-32D44U offers excellent HD video
processing and delivers a well-contrasted, well-detailed picture. We
did note some smearing in scenes containing motion, and limited HD

Sony Bravia KDL-46Z4100
$2,699.99 direct
L X X X el

Sony's new Bravia KDL-46Z24100, a 46-inch LCD TV, incorporates
many of the |atest trends, including a slim frame design, a good
selection of HD inputs, and 120-Hz technology to help reduce mo-
tion blur. Unfortunately, vou also get some less-than-optimal picture
settings that sacrifice detail when the TV is displaying the highest-
quality video sources. Media mavens will appreciate the solid selec-
tion of audio and video connection options. The 1080p-compatible
connections include three HDMI ports, two component video in-
puts, VGA, and an RF input that feeds the TV's combo terrestrial/
cable tuner. A USB port can be used to access digital pictures and

color range, however.

most useful in environments where ambi-
ent lighting is difficult to control—like a
sun-drenched room in daytime. In a well-
lit environment, the extra brightness that
an LCD can provide helps maintain picture
detail by improving the apparent contrast
(dynamic range) of the image.

Many LCD screens have a matte finish
to minimize distracting light reflections;
some new LCDs, however, are incorporat-
ing glossy top filters that boost apparent
contrast and color saturation by making
video black appear inky dark.

Glossy LCD screens produce a slightly
crisper picture than a matte-finish surface
filter, with its light-diffusing qualities, can
manage. When vou're deciding on the
type of screen finish, always try to con-
sider the typical ambient lighting condi-
tions of the room where you'll be looking
at the displav.

Backlight Control

An LCD generates its picture by channel-
ing the output of a very bright backlighting
system through a series of optical filters.
So you want to find an LCD that lets you
adjust the level of backlighting, manually
or automatically. The ability to control an
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music files stored on removable media.

LCD’s backlight can help minimize eye-
strain in a darkened viewing environment.
What's more, the brightness level of an
LCD’s backlight directly correlates to its
power consumption: The less backlight,
the less energy the set uses. Reducing
the backlight output to eve-friendly dark-
room viewing levels can result in one-
half to two-thirds less power consumed.
Lower backlighting also extends the life of
the lamp module.

Screen Size
Selecting the right display size for your
viewing environment is simple: Go as big
as you can fit and as big as you can afford.
One tip for estimating the best size screen
for an available space is to measure the
width of the area you have for the set and
then buy an HDTV with the largest screen
size (measured diagonally) that's no big-
ger than that horizontal measurement.
Of course, this technique works only for
HDTVs with bottom-mounted, hidden,
or removable speakers, not for those with
fixed side-mounted speakers.

You should also consider optimal view-
ing distance when deciding where to set
up your new TV. If vou sit too close, you'll

notice the pixel structure of the display.
Try this rule of thumb for viewing quality
HDTV material: For a 73-inch screen, sit 7.3
feet away; for a 52-inch screen, 5.2 feet away,
and so on. Standard-definition (SD) video
will look disappointing at these distances,
so you'll want to move your seat back.

Ports
The High-Definition Multimedia Inter-
face (HDMI) is the standard for digital
video transport in today’s home-theater
environments. HDMI will be around for
many years to come. It delivers the clarity
of a digital signal, and it streams audio and
video over a single cable connection.
Common devices that can be connected
toan HDTV via the HDMI port include
upscaling DVD plavers, Blu-ray players,
cable or satellite set-top boxes, and pre-
mium game consoles. More ports are gen-
erally better; most LCD T'Vs provide two
to four. You can purchase HDMI switches
to increase the number of HDMI-based
devices that can be connected at once.

MORE ON THE WEB For full reviews of
these HDTVs and more, visit go.pcmag.
com/hdtvs.



“Sleek Audio seems “Straight out of the
to have struck gold...” | box the SA6 delivered
luscious fidelity.”

— TechPowerUp — Wired.com

|

FIND YOUR AUDIO

FINGERPRINT"
Ultimate in Audio Mobility

with the SA6 Earphone

30 years of experience, and three years of dedicated R & D went into creating the
world’s first acoustically customizable earphone:

Unparalleled sound quality
Designed for long, comfortable listening

ESC - Environmental Sound Control — earphones meet OSHA standards for
industrial hearing protection even before you turn your music on

Compatible with Sleek Audio’s independent Wireless System...
Lossless, CD Quality Sound without the wires.
(*wireless application release planned for late 2008)
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AUDIO

Music in Tune with You~

www.sleek-audioreviews.com
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Whether you re loolzing’ for a Stoclzing’
stuffer, the BIG gift, or SOmetlling to thrill
the savviest tech person on your list, these
g’i{-ts are guaranteed to be a hit. We've even
thrown imatew tlling's for your |

TOSHIBA

Leading Innovation >>>

SATELLITE® L305D-585870 ->
$549 AFTER INSTANT REBATE

Offering solid performance, a broad array
of features, and truly impressive pricing, the
Satellite® L305D-S5870 is designed to help
budget-minded consumers. A stunning 15.4-
inch display lends a new visual dimension to
movies, gaming, photos and more, plus school and business work. Integrated
Wi-Fi®4 helps you stay connected or surf the Web at most any wireless hot spot.

Source Code: MAKK

toshibadirect.com
800-585-8706
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PAPER GOES IN. INFORMATION COMES OUT.

New from the Neat company: NeatDesk

is a high-speed desktop scanner and

digital filing system that scans receipts,

business cards and documents all in
one batch. It includes NeatWorks
software that identifies and extracts
the important information and
automatically organizes it for you.

www.neatco.com
866-632-8732

o8,
FUIITSU

The Fujitsu ScanSnap S300 mobile
scanner is small enough to fitin a
stocking and can power off a laptop
USB connection, making it easy to scan
documents, receipts, and business
cards anywhere. It's a perfect gift for
those with a New Year's resolution of
getting organized in ‘09!

us.fujitsu.com/scanners/pcm
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NUANCE

DRAGON® NATURALLYSPEAKING® 10
The world's most advanced speech
recognition software. Write, edit, and
e-mail documents 3x faster than typing.

Preferred

i gﬂ!‘!‘[iﬂﬂw

Dragon

latura dpr:dklng 10

Learn more at nuance.com/talk




With 1080p resolution, HDMI interface,
integrated 2-channel stereo speakers,
wireless LAN, and a 7' touch-screen LCD
display, you can effortlessly download
and play movies, browse pictures and
music, watch TV, and fransfer media
from other PCs for the ultimate home
theater experience.

877-450-0105
www.moneual.com

Provide your home or office with real-
time security monitoring. The Wireless
Internet Camera Server sends video
directly to the 7" Wireless Video and
Photo Monitor independently of your
computer. Place the monitor at your
desk or in the kitchen and monitor
key entry points, baby rooms,
property, work areas, and more.

www.frendnet.com

SySTOR

SySTOR DiscMaster 101P CD/DVD
Disc Auto-Publisher

www.esystor.com
866-444-1876

People of all ages will enjoy sharing their
favorite photos with friends and family on
a HANNspree SD7021 7-inch Digital Photo
Frame with its stunning picture quality.
The SD7021 can be used in landscape or
portrait mode with auto-rotation feature
for displaying JPEG photos. Also features
alarm clock and perpetual calendar.

www.hannspree.com/us




AIPTEK

www.aiptek.com

KEEP YOUR MEMORIES FOR A LIFETIME

The economy may be tough, but your son can
still hit the winning home run and your daughter
can still score the winning goal. Make sure
you capture these priceless, once-in-a-lifetime
moments in high definition so that you canrelive
them time and again. Your children may grow
up but the memories will last forever.

WAL+MART @
©TARGET "W’ \E
amazoncom Widalyreesna.

www.aiptek.com
949-585-9600

RosettaStone @ Ca [

Give the Gift of Language. Versatile Gift for Car & Truck Owners

OF YOUR CAR

Looking for a Easy-to-use

special gift this CarMD®

season? Give handheld

Rosetta Stone®—The device helps

Fastest Way to drivers solve

Learn a Language. “Check Engine”

Guaranteed®. problems,

Rosetta Stone is double-check

available in 31 mechanics’' quotes, inspect used cars,

languages and will detect hidden engine problems before

have you speaking road trips, and more. Includes PC software

during the first lesson. and lifetime updates to estimate your
own repair costs. They won't re-gift this

Use promo pcs118a to save 10 percent on handy glovebox mechanic.

Personal Edition products. Get $10 off regular price of $98.99 w/Promo
Code: PCMag08

RosettaStone.com/pcs118a CarMD.com
866-391-0942 888.MyCarMD (888.692.2763)
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Life's Good
See the whole picture with LG's wide-
screen LCD Monitors. 10,000:1 digital
fine contrast ratio and distortion-free
widescreen technology let you experi-
ence eye-popping graphics and im-
ages with astoundingly accurate color
reproduction in every application.

Igusa.com/monitors.

TP-LINK

The Reliable Choice in SOHO

Networking

Committed 1o
providing reliable

products

G C—_\
ADSL, Routers,

Switches, Media Wireless N Router TL-WR?41ND
Converters and Network Adapters

for Global end-users, TP-LINK is now
growing to become one of the

most competitive providers of SOHO
networking products in the world.

TigerDirect.com amazon.com (

tp-link.com
888-696-3962
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Most of today's Internet security technol-
ogies are awkward, cumbersome and
just slow you down. But with Kaspersky
Lab, you experience a level of secu-

rity unlike anything before. A system so
intelligent it actually knows what's good,
what's bad, and what to keep a close
watch on. Kaspersky Lab, the New Stan-
dard in Internet Security.

usa. kaspersky com/2009

:) Dlskeeper

corporation

Speed Up Your PC

Diskeeper®
2008 with
InvisiTasking®
technology
automatically
defragments
PCs in real

time with
absolutely zero
overhead. With
fragmentation
eliminated,
performance
soars. Download
a free 45-day
full version trial now!

promo code: 4136

diskeeper.com/PCMagSpecial
800-829-64468
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simply enjoy* Doeshaving | .
| over 10 different '
Nero LiquidTV | TiVo® PC applications
and files open at

Nero LiquidTV brings the entire TiVo the same time

experience right to your PC. Watch live sound like your

TV and record shows to your computer’s dally werking

i 2
hard drive. Export them to your iPod® &nuﬂr%r;mﬁgts

and PSP™, or burn them to a DVD to the newest business trend according to
watch anytime, anywhere. It's TV Made ABC 7 News. Unfortunately, one graphics
Easy for your PC. card in your desktop can supports only
: 2 screens; a notebook can support only
one additional display. EVGA addresses
this limitation with UV Plus+, an easy-to-
use solution for expanding, mirroring,
or rotating your virtual workspace. Its
affordable price coupled with a special
holiday promotion, UV Plus+ is the obvious
gift for the notebook and desktop user
looking to expand this holiday season.

Coupon Promation from Nov. Ist to Dec. 31st

evga.com/uvplus
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SLEEK

AUDIO

Serious Tool. , . Sleek Audio’s revolutionary earphone
allows you to customize your own sound

Seriously. Only /> N while being isolated from the outside

Delorme provides { o world. With easy changes to the VQ
. handheld GPS with System you now control the listening

high-quality aerial A experience by adjusting the freble,

imagery, tfopo maps, o AR bass, and even the cable position. The

street maps and _ removable cable also makes way for

nautical charts all A sleek wireless-compatible accessory.

integrated intfo one

rugged waterproof

device. See why the

Earthmate PN-40

is the only choice

for everything from serious Arctic

explorations to geocaching, hiking,

kayaking and biking excursions.

getserioustool.com sleek-audio.com
1-800-561-5105 1-800-777-7937
& " . ;




Networks People Trust'™

Protect

what you

SBecurView™ Managameant

i Win a 300Mbps Dual Band Wireless N Router

«Motion detection e
«Email alerts at www.trendnet.com/ giveaway
=Program recordings
=Manage 18 cameras

Use promotional code MPOSPCOB to double your prizes

Easy to Setup and Use
Monitor multiple locations with complimentary SecurView™ software
featuring email alerts, motion detection and 3x digital zoom

Wireless Day/Night Pan/Tilt Internet Remote Pan & Tilt
Camera Server with 2-Way Audio Monitor a larger area with remarkable 330° pan and 105° tilt,
TVAP422W |  remote camera control

Visit www.trendnet.com or call 1.888.326.6061 for more information

No purchase necessary to win. Void where prohibited by law. Sweepstakes is open 1o legal residents of
the United States who are at least 18 years of age. Entries must be received from September 16, 2008 to
December 15, 2008. One entry per person. For a complete set of rules, visit www.irendnet.com/giveaway.

- ‘< TRENDNET

B 2008 TRENDnet. All nghts reserved,




Solutions

PROBLEMS SOLVED THIS ISSUE

94 Ask the Experts
* Unblock start-up programs in Vista
* Update an old PC

96 Security
* Protect vourself from identity theft

98 Office
+ Create subtotals in Excel
+ Find patterns in Excel data

+ Analyze Excel data with PivotTables

¢ Clean up hidden data in Excel
* Customize spreadsheet printing

* Sum up Excel columns with Autosum

+ Sort and filter Excel columns easily

+ Import Web data into a spreadsheet

4 Steps to a Brand-New
Web Storefront

Have a product to sell, but no place to sell it? Follow our checklist, and in no time
you'll be ready for the world of e-commerce. By Eric Griffith

Setting up an electronic retail (e-tail) Web
site—especially one that will let you inter-
act with customers—is a juggling act. Drop
one of the many balls you have in the air,
and the act may come to a screeching halt.
Follow this checklist to make sure vou have
the essentials covered. And for even more
tips, check out go.pcrnag.com/webstore.

1. PICK A DOMAIN NAME Most likely
vou've already got a name for your busi-
ness. Make sure it’s available as a domain
name (the name.com part of a Web address)
by visiting a Whois service such as www
whoisweb.org.

Try to avoid using the name searches at
domain registrars—at least one, Network
Solutions, does what is called domain
name front runningThis means that when
you find an available domain name, the
service instantly reserves it for a period of
time, forcing you to get the domain name
through that company or jump through
extra hoops to register it elsewhere if you
can’t wait.

2. REGISTER YOUR DOMAIN, AND
CHOOSE A WEB HOST You can do some
one-stop shopping with these two tasks.
Lots of domain registrars also serve as Web
hosts— Network Solutions, GoDaddy, 1&1,

} whoisweb.org

Gle Edt lew Higlory Rockmarks faheol
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|| sewchwes = UJ ~ 5+ ¥ ohmoes = (2 1wt =+ @ wy Yahoo!

THE. BEST.WHOIS.SEARCH.ON. THE.WEB! - Mozilla [ irefox

|| eom | Check

WHAT’S IN A NAME? Make sure that the name you pick for your online store isn't
already taken. Check a Whois service like www.whoisweb.org.

eNom, Tucows, Yahoo!, and many more.
Keeping registration and hosting in one
place simplifies the process.

Try registering the domain name for
a couple of years or more; the longer you
register it, the better the price. And you
don’t want to have to think about reregis-
tering the domain name in a year. Better
vet, set it to renew automatically.

3. DESIGN FOR THE FUTURE Whether
you're creating the site by yourself or
working with a pro, it behooves you to

make decisions about the look-and-feel of
the site immediately. Sit down with a piece
of paper and sketch it, or if you're well
schooled in software like Photoshop and
InDesign, mock up exactly what the site
should look like. The file you create may
be the perfect template to hand off to a pro
to do the actual coding.

4. SAMPLE SITE STATISTICS Keep an
eye on how much traffic visits your site.
The natural choice these days for mea-
suring traffic is Google Analytics (www
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THE PAYPAL SOLUTION You can easily accept payment on your
site by using one of PayPal's merchant services.

-google.com/analytics), which provides all
sorts of graphs and charts about your visi-
tors and what they do when at your site.
Woopra (www.woopra.com) is another up-
and-comer. Both are free.

5. OPTIMIZE FOR SEARCH SEO is the
art and science of search engine optimi-
zation. You need to plan for this early on
to ensure your site is at the top of results
for any searches related to your products.
For example, if you sell only coonskin
caps, but a search on that term doesn’t
yield your store, you've got problems.
Carefully consider the metadata for your
site—keywords, descriptions, headers,
and so on. The more specific the terms
used, the better. Although Flash content is
now searchable, don’t get into the habit of
doing in Flash or graphics what you cando
in nice, searchable text. The ALT attribute
in HTML image tags is your friend.

6. CHOOSE SHOPPING CART SOFT-
WARE You could set up a store simply
with a site such as eBay or Yahoo! Small
Business, but if you're willing to be more
hands-on, there are better tools out there.
Volusion (www.volusion.com) is a Web
host that caters toward e-tailers. For selling
products that can be sent electronically,
via e-mail or download, Zipidee (www
.zipidee.com) is a good option. If you've
got the technical acumen, install some cart
software yourself, like the open-source
Ubercart (www.ubercart.org). Whatever
you pick, it must handle sales tax if needed
in your home state (or states if you actually
have multiple locations).

7. ENSURE SSL IS APPLIED Short for
Secure Sockets Layer, SSL is a protocol
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for secure Internet transactions. When a
Web address starts with https:// instead
of http://, that’s SSL. No one should ever
give out credit card info to a Web site that
lacks it—even yours. Some Web hosts may
charge a little extra for SSL.

8. SET UP PAYMENT METHODS You
can't take cash under the table online.
There is no table. You have to accept credit
cards. Pros set up a merchant account so
that money from secure online transac-
tions is funneled straight to them. A pay-
ment gateway is a service that makes this
work online; think of it as a virtual point-
of-sale credit card swiper.

PayPal (www.paypal.com) can func-
tion as your payment gateway, and the site
offers other merchant services as well. Or
you can put Pay with PayPal buttons next
to items on vour site instead, and simply
have funds go to your account—no mer-
chant account required. Google Checkout
is similar. Each takes its cut, but neither is
that expensive.

9. MAKE THE SITE SEARCHABLE In
this case, the search is for the customer.
Unless vou sell only a handful of products,
all found on vour top page, your site must
have internal search so customers can find
the products they want. Get it through
Google AdSense—really, why would you
get it from anyone else? Google will even
pay you a few cents for specific searches.
It won't make you rich, but the extra dough
might pay some Web-hosting expenses.

10. POST PRIVACY, RETURN POLICIES
Before you collect even one bit of personal
data, make public the privacy policy for
your site, so customers know exactly what

BUILD TRUST Smart consumers want proof that your store is
trustwaorthy. Register with TRUSTe to earn one of its seals,

they can expect. Sign up with TRUSTe
(www.truste.org) to get your site audited
and earn its seal of approval to show cus-
tomers they can trust you. Also, post a
clear returns policy, and also include it
with every shipment as part of the invoice.
11. MARKET VIA E-MAIL Not everyone
reads blogs or RSS readers, but everyone
has e-mail. Create an opt-in e-mail news-
letter with a service like emma (www
.myemma.com). Put the form for it (or at
least a link to the form) on every page of
the site. You can start out with something
simple and manage it with e-mail software
like Outlook or even Gmail, but once the
list gets big, use a service so you don't get
identified as a spammer when you're not.
12. BETA-TEST THE SITE lfyou don’'t test
vour new site thoroughly, we can guaran-
tee that something, if not everything, will
be broken on opening day. (Actually, that
could happen even with testing—from the
crush of customers, if you're lucky.)
13.SEND OUT A PRESS RELEASE You're
nearly open, so tell the world! A profes-
sional press release to the right places can
make all the difference. Hit the blogs that
love your kind of product—if you can, give
them incentive to share by giving some-
thing to the blog readers, perhaps a code
for some money off if their visitors are
among your first 100 (or 1,000) customers.
14. PAY FOR PLACEMENT It’s time to
think about advertising. You can actually
pay to get decent placement on a search
engine. Google AdWords may cost you only
a few bucks a month. Do some research on
the best combination of keywords to drive
the most searches to your ads.o
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Unblock Start-Up Programs in Vista
I'downloaded and installed the
latest rendition of Startup Cop Pro
from PC Magazine. It works great,
but I am not happy with the way

it interfaces with Windows Vista. I always
get the bubble stating that Windows has
blocked some programs from starting. The
only program that is blocked is Startup Cop
Pro. Thave not been able to find any way to
authorize this program to run without my
intervention each time I start the computer.
Is there a way to add it to an authorized list,
or does the author of the program have to
create it as an authorized Windows Vista
program? It would be great if the end user
could modify the authorized list, but I can-
not find such a reference at the Microsoft
site.—Gordon Gipson

Startup Cop Pro is a program
that must run at start-up but
that requires User Account
: Control authorization to pro-
ceed. For security, Vista just won'’t let such
aprogram launch from any of the standard
start-up locations. So what can you do?
The solution lies in scheduling a task
that runs at start-up. You might think Vista
would block this too, but there’s a reason it
doesn’t. Any process can tweak the stan-
dard start-up locations without triggering
UAC, so those locations are considered
dangerous. But launching Task Scheduler
requires UAC confirmation, and thus Vista
trusts scheduled tasks. Here's what you do:
Click the Start orb and enter Task
Scheduler. Enter an Administrator
password or click Confirm as required
by UAC. Click the Create Task link (not
Create Basic Task). On the general tab
name the task Startup Cop Pro. Select
auser account that has Administrator
privileges. Check the option Run only
when userislogged on. Check the box Run
with highest privileges. Click the Triggers
tab and click the New button. Select At
log on from the drop-down list at the
top. Check the Any user option. At the
bottom under Advanced Settings, check
the Enabled box and click OK. Click the
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Actions tab and click the New button.
Click Browse and locate the utility. In the
Add argumentsbox enter /Startup. Click
the Settings tab. Check the box Run task
as soon as possible after a scheduled start
ismissed. Uncheck the box Stop the task if
it runs longer than: Click OK, OK.

Whew! Now launch Startup Cop Pro,
click Settings, and uncheck the Run Startup
Cop Pro at startup box. When you reboot,
Startup Cop Pro will launch at start-up
with no gripes from Vista. Of course, you
can apply this technique to any program
that's blocked from ordinary start-up by
Vista's UAC.—Neil J. Rubenking

Updating an Old PC
Is it possible to update an old
Compagq computer? It's about nine
years old (I bought it in 1999). 1
added memory to its max of about
S00MB. The operating system is Windows
98 Second Edition, and I want to move to
Windows XPSP2.
T'would also like to update the computer
with a newer microprocessor and new

memory—up to 2GBif possible. Are plug-
in parts and circuit boards still available?
—Ilbenetier

Yes,butwhy would you want to?

You can pretty much build

a complete system to replace

that Compaq with $400—and

it will be faster, and run Windows XP

better. The $400 budget will cover the

case, power supply, motherboard, CPU,

memory, graphics card, hard drive, and
optical drive.

Invest in something a little newer,
whether you buy it already assembled or
build your own. A new system will run
your software better. And you can donate
that Compag; there’s always someone who
could use an older system.—Loyd Case

NEED ANSWERS? PC Magazine software
expert Neil . Rubenking and ExtremeTech
.com editor Loyd Case tackle readers’
questions in each issue. Send vour tough-
est to askneil@ziffdavis.com or askloyd@
ziffdavis.com.
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SOLUTIONS SECURITY WATCH

Thwarting Identity Theft

The number of cases is shrinking, but you still need to protect yourself. By Matthew D. Sarrel

Identity theft has been a federal offense
since 1998, But are we getting any better
at dealing with it? Actually, we are. The
number of identity theft victims per
year in the U.S. fell by nearly 2 million
from 2003 to 2007 (10.1 million to 8.4 mil-
lion), according to a Javelin Strategy &
Research survey, as reported by the Pri-
vacy Rights Clearinghouse. And the mean
time required to undo the damage in each
instance was down from 40 hours in 2006
to 25in 2007.

Most of the financial losses in an
identity theft are suffered by credit issu-
ers and banks, as victims are rarely held
responsible for fraudulent debts incurred
in their name. But victims often bear the
responsibility of contacting their banks
and credit issuers after an identity theft
has occurred.

Even these declining numbers are
fairly high, however, and learning that your
credit card has been used by a stranger
can chill your blood. As in nearly every
endeavor, prevention is the best medicine.
To thwart identity thieves, maintain these
practices:

SAFEGUARD YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY
NUMBER. This is perhaps the single most
important bit of information about vou.
Don't carry your card with you, and, if pos-
sible, don’t even tell anyone the number.

SHRED EVERYTHING THAT HAS YOUR
NAME, ADDRESS, AND OTHER PERSONAL
INFORMATION. Use a cross-cut shredder,
not a strip-cut shredder, because cross-
cutting creates fragments that are much
harder to piece back together.

DON’T PROVIDE PERSONAL INFORMA-
TION TO PEOPLE WHO CONTACT YOU
OVER THE PHONE, THROUGH THE MAIL,
OR BY E-MAIL. Ask them how you can get
in touch with them so you can investigate.
You might start with a simple Internet
search for complaints, or check with the
Better Business Bureau (welcome.bbb.org).

KEEP SENSITIVE DOCUMENTS IN A
SECURE PLACE. Birth certificates, Social

Security cards, tax returns, insurance poli-
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ARE YOU A VICTIM?
HERE ARE THREE SIGNS
YOU MIGHT BE

1. BILLS. Your bills stop coming, or
you start getting bills for credit
cards you never applied for.

2. CALLS. You start receiving
phone calls or letters about pur-
chases you didn't make.

3.BAD REPUTATION. Your appli-
cation for a new credit card or
line of credit is rejected due to
a bad credit rating, though you
believe your credit is good. You
can check your credit report at
www.annualcreditreport.com.

cies, and the like should go in a fireproof
safe or at least a locked drawer at home, or
in a safety deposit box in a vault.

NEVER GIVE ANYONE YOUR PASSWORD
FOR ANYTHING. No tech support or cus-
tomer service rep should ever ask you
what your password is. Thisis a dead give-

away that you're dealing with a potential
identity thief or, at best, an incompetent
support tech.

WHILE WE’RE ON THE SUBJECT OF PASS-
WORDS: DON’T USE A WEAK OR OBVI-
OUS PASSWORD LIKE YOUR BIRTH DATE
OR DOG’S NAME. Strong passwords incor-
porate capital and lowercase letters, num-
bers, and, if possible, non-alphanumeric
characters.

PROTECT YOUR PC. We've written exten-
sively about this, so we won't belabor the
point. But, please, run firewall, antispy-
ware, and antivirus software.

DON’T FALL PREY TO PHISHING. Don't
click links in unsolicited e-mail, and don’t
enter information on strange Web sites.
Don’t even enter information on familiar
Web sites that have changed recently. Call
the company and ask if they’ve redesigned
their site. Always check a site’s encryption
before entering personal information—
look for https://in the address bar, along
with an icon indicating that VeriSign or
another independent party has certified
the site as secure.O

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR IDENTITY HAS BEEN STOLEN

« REPORT A FRAUD ALERT. Contact a credit reporting company and place a
fraud alert on your credit reports, and then review the reports. This tells credi-
tors and credit bureaus to follow heightened security procedures before they
open new accounts in your name or make changes to current accounts. There
are three major credit reporting companies (if you contact one it will alert the

others):
Equifax 800-525-6285
Experian 888-EXPERIAN
TransUnion 800-680-7289

ALERT THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION. Call each credit card company or

bank and report each account that has been tampered with or falsely opened.
Speak directly with someone in the fraud or security department.

* TELL THE FBI. Report the theft to the FBI (www.fbigov), the Internet Crime
Complaint Center (www.ic3.gov), and the Federal Trade Commission (www.ftc
.govw/idtheft). These are also excellent resources for more information on the

topic.

KEEP RECORDS. File away copies of all documents and written notes of

conversations regarding your identity theft.
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SOLUTIONS OFFICE

Eight Handy Tools in Excel
You Probably Don't Know About

These simple features in Excel will smarten up your spreadsheets in no time. By Neil J. Rubenking

If you use Excel just to keep simple spread-
sheets, you might as well be using a ledger
and a quill pen. Well, okay, the ledger won't
calculate totals for you. But really, there are
tons of valuable tools just below the sur-
face that will help you with a wide variety
of tasks. Here are eight of our favorites.

1. SUBTOTALS. When vou've got reams of
data organized by date, it may be hard to
see the big picture. Excel’s built-in sub-
total feature can help. Click Subtotal on
the Data ribbon in Excel 2007 or choose
Subtotals from the Data menu in 2003. By
default it offers a sum-type subtotal at each
change in the leftmost column, but you can
pick the column and operation you prefer.
You can even create multiple subtotals,
perhaps for month, quarter, and vear.

2. AUTOMATIC CONDITIONAL FORMAT-
TING. Conditional formatting in Excel
2003 is a drag. Excel 2007’s automatic
conditional formatting easily helps point
out patterns in data. Highlight a group of
cells and click Conditional Formatting on
the Home ribbon. As you mouse over the
choices, you see an immediate preview.
You can give each cell a color that reflects
its rank in the whole range of values, add a
transparent data bar whose length reflects
the cell’s value, and more.

3. PIVOTTABLES. Excel’s PivotTable fea-
ture offers quick and flexible data analysis.
Want to see how many times each value
in a long column occurs? Highlight the
column, click PivotTable on the Insert tab
(in Excel 2003, select Pivot Table from the
Data menu), and click Finish. Drag the col-
umn-head field name into the Row Labels
box and into the Values box (in Excel 2003,
the Drop Row Fields Here area and the Drop
Data Items Here area). You'll get a sorted
list of all unique values in the column, and
the number of times each value occurs.

4. DOCUMENT INSPECTOR. Your Excel
2007 documents contain a lot more infor-

mation than just rows and columns of data.

98 PCMAGAZINE MNOVEMBER 2008

(™ ——
Y — S Y

it b ]y

LA SBREREE )N WA e e i

CHECK FOR DATA
PATTERNS With auto-
matic conditional for-
matting in Excel 2007,
you can easily view pat-
terns in data through
the use of color scales.

They may include tracked changes, com-
ments, private properties, and more. To
examine (and clean out) the hidden datain
an Excel 2007 document (sorry, you can’t
do this with Excel 2003), click the Office
button at top left, point to Prepare, and
click Inspect Document. It's very similar
to the Document Inspector in Word, but
instead of seeking hidden text it looks for
hidden rows and columns, hidden work-
sheets, and objects formatted as invisible.

5. PAGE BREAK PREVIEW. Excel will print
your spreadsheet using as many pages as
necessary to display all the data both ver-
tically and horizontally. If the last column
doesn’t quite fit, printing the spreadsheet
may take twice as many pages. To avoid
this annovance, click Page Break Preview
on the View ribbon (in Excel 2003 select
Page Break Preview from the View menu).
Now when you resize columns, change font
sizes, or make other layout changes, vou'll
immediately see the effect on page breaks.

6. AUTOSUM. After you've entered a col-
umn of figures, nine times in ten you'll end
the column with a total. Excel makes it easy
to total up a row or column. Click a cell
just after the row or column, and click the
AutoSum button from the Home ribbon in
Excel 2007 or the toolbar in Excel 2003 (or
simply press Alt-=). Excel sums the row or
column automatically. Don’t want a sum?

Pull down the button’s menu to choose
among the average, minimum, maximum
and other functions.

7. EXCEL LISTS/TABLES. Excel 2003 calls
them lists, while 2007 changed the name
to tables. Whatever vou call it, this feature
lets vou define a range of cells and easily
sort, filter, and total the columns and (hoo-
ray!) insert or append rows without screw-
ing up vour formulas. Excel 2007 also
offers dozens of predefined table styles for
easy formatting. In Excel 2003 highlight
the cells and choose Data | Lists | Create
List from the menu. In Excel 2007 click
Table on the Insert ribbon. Done!

8. GET DATA FROM THE WEB. You've
found a fantastic table of data on a Web
page; pull it into Excell Click From Web in
the Data ribbon (Excel 2003 users select
Data | Import External Data | New Web
Query from the menu). Copy/paste the
Web page address from your browser to
the New Web Query dialog. An arrow icon
appears next to each table that Excel can
import; click one or more of these and
click the Import button. Presto, the data is
in your worksheet. And it's semi-live—just
click the Refresh Data button in the float-
ing toolbar (2003) or the Refresh All button
on the Data ribbon (2007) to update your
worksheet with the latest version of the
table.o
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RESTAURANT PRO EXPRESS

Point of Sale System for Restaurants

More Profit! ¢ More Sales! e More Customers!
Save Time, Reduce Theft, Speed Checkout, Increase Accuracy,
Reduce Costs, Make Better Business Decisions by Computerizing your Restaurant

The #1 Rated Restaurant Point of Sale

* Fine Dining, Table Service * Credit card authorization in 2-3 seconds
* (uick Service, Fast Food = (ift Cards & Loyalty Cards
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Touch Screen Monitors 499  Credit & Debit Card Processing $349
ELO Flat Panel, CRT PC Charge
Credit Card Readers, Pin Pads, Signature Pads 479
CHO ICE- Gift Cards and Loyalty Cards Unitech, MagTek, Verifone, Topaz, HHP

Restaurant Pro Express software for Windows $ 795

Replace your Cash Register with Restaurant Pro Express in any type of restaurant. With over 1,000 of the most desired
restaurant point of sale features, Restaurant Pro Express will help you compete in a difficult restaurant environment
by controlling your costs, reducing errors, increasing efficiency, increasing your profits and increasing your sales.
Restaurant Pro Express provides faster checkout, table seating, split checks, tip tracking, unlimited menu items and
modifiers, and THE FASTEST, MOST EFFICIENT WAY TO SERVICE YOUR CUSTOMERS.

Specializing in Point of Sale since 1985
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HOW MUCH NAS
DO YOU NEED?

AberNAS Network Attached Storage appliances feature:

Capacity
« From 1TB to 50TB in a single appliance

Scalability

» Start with just a few drives, add as your needs grow
Expandability

» Easily add storage to well beyond 400TB via XDAS and JBOD units
Functionality

* Integrated iSCSI, optional iISCSI box-to-box mirroring
Reliability

« Redundant power supplies, mirrored OS drives, RAID 6, hot-swap drives and recovery DVD
Diversity

* Available in Windows or Linux-based 0S

Flexihility

« Easily integrated into a Linux, Mac, Windows or Unix environment

Quality Xeon

» Critically acclaimed award-winning servers and storage appliances inside”
Affordability

* Best TB/$ ratio in the industry I;?.\fNerfUL
Perpetuity icient.

* Industry leading 5-Year warranty
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Upto 4TB NAS Upto 12TB NAS Upto 16TB NAS Upto 24TB NAS Up to 32TB NAS  Up to 50TB NAS

* DOual-Core Intel” Xeon » Dual-Core Intel Xeon * Dual Quad-Core * Dual Quad-Core * Dual Quad-Core * Dual Ouad-Core
Processor Processor Intel Xeon Processors Intel Xeon Processors Intel Xeon Processors Intel Xeon Processors

« From 178 to 4TB * From 2TB to 12TB * From 8TB to 16TB + From 12TB to 24TB * From 1678 to 32TB « From 20TB to 50TE

= 2GB DDR2 Memory « 268 DOR2 Memory = 2GB DDR2 Memory = 2GB DOR2 Memory = 2GB DDR2 Memary = 2GB DOR2 Memory

* Dual Gigabit NIC » Dual Gigabit NIC * (uad Gigabit NIC « (Quad Gigabit NIC * Quad Gigabit NIG * (Quad Gigabit NIC

« 300W Power Supply = S00W Power Supply * 650W Redundant Power * 950W Redundant Power * 1350W Redundant Power « 1500W Redundant Power

* 5-Year Warranty « 5-Year Warranty * 5-Year Warranty * 5-Year Warranty * 5-Year Warranty * 5-Year Warranty

Starting at s2,495 Starting at 53,995 Starting at 57'495 Starting at 59,995 Starting at o | 2,495 Starting at *1 4,495

Intel, Intel Loga, Intel Insice, Intel Inside Loga, Pentium, Xeon, and Xeon Inside are frademarks or registered frademarks of Intel Corporation or its
subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. For terms and conditions, please see www.aberdeeninc.comy/abpoly/ablerms him. pc5& 888'45 3' 070 7

www.aberdeeninc.com/pc058
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The Fastest Hand-Held

Hard Disk Drive Duplicator Available!

Clone hard drives at blazing speeds approaching 6GB/min.

Compact, slick design with a full color touch screen

®m Firewire 13948 compatibility

Intuitive Wizard feature steps users through key operations

For complete details visit our website at

www.logicube.com

KT ube

888.494.8832
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The #1 academic reseller for Adobe, Wacom, Total Training, Sony Creative Software, Native Instruments, M-Audio, Sibelius, LeapFrog, and many more!

This is about PDF.

You asked for a Professional PDF Editor that
was easy to use, full-featured, and affordable.
We delivered.

Bluebeam PDF Revu makes it easy to create,
edit, markup, and share PDF files. All the
features you need are at your fingertips -
tabbed navigation for opening multiple files
simultaneously; tool sets for your customn
markups and stamps; a markups list for

tracking, publishing, and sharing comments;
form filing with ease; and a whole lot more.
See for yourself.

Go to www.simplybluebeam.com and
download a free 30 day trial today or give
us a call at 866.496.2140.

Bluebeam PDF Revur

So Smart. So Simple. So Bluebeam.

II bluebeams®

© 2008 Bluebeam Software, Inc.
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The Smart-UPS"closet solution:
managed, secured, cooled.

Need to get out of the closet — but still keep an eye on your network?
Bet you never thought you'd end up with so many closets to lock
after. And, as they've grown in numbers, they've also grown in
complexity, adding to the risk - and the high cost - of downtime.

The availability of those closets is critical, but whether your network
is converged, in multiple locations, or housed out of sight and out
of mind, you can't be in ten places at once, making sure they're all
secure and running smoothly.

Fortunately, APC has engineered an integrated solution that starts
with new Smart-UPS XL - the Smart-UPS you already know and
trust, made even smarter with integrated management and security-
enabled features. Your view into the netwaork closet has never been
clearer, with automatic alerts of power events, security threats, or
thermal incidents that put your critical availability at risk.

If you're converging your network or just need an extra pair of
eyes, start with APC Smart-UPS XL: the foundation for highly
avallable, secure, cooled, managed networks.

UPS solutions start at $1125

Now
with pre-ingtalled
network management*

Smart-UPS™ XL
NEW! APC Smart-UPS XL Modular
J0GOVA 120V Rackmount Tower

2 industrys tog
v, and Nortel

iBpho

Find APC power protection products at: @

Rackmount - a $779 Value!

Visit www.apc.com/promo and enter key code d699w « Call 888-289-APCC x8038 « Fax 401-788-2797

Register to WIN a Smart-UPS” XL 1400VA

Network management enabled UPS

Smart-UPS’ XL starts ar $7125
Performance power protection with runtime

for servers, and voice and data networks.
®included PowerChute” management software
#ntelligent battery management

*Hot-swappable batteries, scalable runtime

o \odular: tower or rack mount, hardware included

Management upgrades

PowerChute® Business Edition

Reliable network-based shutdown of multiple servers.
Included with Smart-UPS. Upgrades -
available starting at $279 Iy —
* Application shutdown support r_
®Battery capacity indicatar :
ec-mail notification

InfraStruXure® Central
Provides an efficient way for organizations to manage
their company-wide physical infrastructure devices.

#feal-time device monitoring s ——
* Custom reporting capabifities : ——
* Advanced security I

enstant event notification [ !

Security

NetBotz' Security and Environmental starts at $859
Protecting IT assets from physical and environmental threats.

#Visual monitoring of all activities in
the dala center or wiring closet

# Third-party monitoring via dry-contacts,
SNINR IPMI, 0-5V and 4-20mA

e serconfigurable alarm and escalation policies
& lemperature, humidity, and leak detection

Cooling

Wiring Closet Ventilation Unit

- I
starts at $869

{Up to 3kW of heat remavall Rapidly deplayable wall ar
ceiling-mounted heat removal system for wiring closets.

InfraStruXure® InRow SC starts at $7200
{Up to 7kW) Rapidly deployable, in-row air
conditioning for server raoms and wiring closets.
#Fliminates hot air mixing; maximizes cooling efficiency
* Network manageable

# fleal-time capacity monitoring

e \lodular, scalable

ArC

by Schneider Eiectric

@ 2008 American Power Conversion Corporation. All trademarks are owned by Schneider Electric Industries 5.A.5., American Power Conversion Corporation, or their affilisted companies.
e-mail: esuppart@apc.com + 137 Fairgrounds Road, West Kingston, Rl 02892 USA » AXIATEF_EMN “Runtimes may vary depending on load

104 PC MAGAZINE NOVEMBER 2008




Award winning Velocity Micro
systems are designed and
meticulously assembled with the
very best components for the
ultimate in speed and reliablity.

The result is total control of
your digital life.

Now is the time to join
the Velocity Micro

experience.
www.whyvelocity.com

e —
e —t™
T — e F—"
I ——
———
e ————————————
e ———————————
. e ——

|

I
l’I |

\ V E Lo c I TY yoe\a\[.r:}g[i bytlr?!LEie?"yCEilft’“‘lgguad processo?(l?ﬂgﬂ

AL

Oﬂiﬂﬁgrﬁgﬂvﬁ'a"ﬁﬁﬂg System $1499 Our Revolutionary Media Center PC ~ $1799

1-800-296-4593 | WWW.VELOCITYMICRO.COM | OR VISIT Quad-core.
Unmatched.

Please visit www.veloeitymicro.com today to configure your own system ftoday, £ 2008 Velocity Micro Inc., Richmond, VA Velocity Micro and the Velocity Micro logo are
registered trademarks of Velocity Micro, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners and are hereby acknowledged. Intel, the Intel logo, Intel Core,
and Core Inside are trademarks of Intel Corporation in the U.S. and other countries.
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PC Magazine MarketLink

SPECIFICATIONS: Int C 2 Quad CPU | Up
Internal Wireless LAN | Fora te list of speci

L\ S

www.cybernetman.com

rhet Manufacturing, | ts reserved.
aries in the United St ther count
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30 million computer users

don't trust the power grd.

“Overall the reliability of
electrical systems in the US
almost certainly will decline
over the next 10 years.”
—-Venture Development

Think of all that you rely on your
computer for: personal and business
files, financial information, broadband
access, videos, photos, music, and more.
Increasingly, computers are the hub

for managing our lives. And more people
reby on APC to protect their hardware
and data than any other uninterruptible
power supply (UPS) brand.

APC Smant-UPS® 1000 provides
pnu\_r protection and battery

ouldn’t you?

Why is APC the world's best-selling
power protection? For 20 years, we
have pioneered power protection
technology. Our Legendary Reliability®
enables you to save your data, protect
your hardware, and prevent downtime,
It also guards against a power grid that
is growing less reliable every day.

According to the Department of Energy,
electricity consumption will increase by

Find APC power protection products at: W _) @

APC Power solutions for eve

level of protection

40% over the next 10 years. Yet today,
investment in utilities is at an all-time
lowe. It's a "perfect storm” for computer
users, one that makes APC protection
even more essential.

APC has a complete line of power
protection solutions to suit a range
of applications. Already an APC user?
Get the latest replacement battery
cartridge for your unit or upgrade to

a newer modsl,

Fing out wivy 30 million people don't
about losing their
. and financial files.

need to

music, pho

PC Connection B3

Home Starting at $69.99%

Best value battery backup for home

computers and the energy conscious g:;alﬂ'?o
chaice! Ultra-efficient design

consumes less power in

normal aperation saving

you maoney on your electric bill.

B outlets, data line protection, 48 minutes of untime®*

Home Office starting at 99.99*

Complete protection for home and -
small business computers; £ 7506
incarporates master/control

outlets and energy efficent

design to make it the

"greenest” battery backup in its class.

Small Business starting at $249.99*
High-perfarmance
netwark power protection
with best-in-class
manageability

for servers.

Smart-UPS® 1000

10 outlets, DSL and Coax pratection, 85 minutes of runtime™*

Register to WIN a Smart-UPS® 1000 — value $249.99 ERP APC

Also, enter keycode to view other special offers and discounts.

Legendary Reliability®

Visit www.apc. I:um!pmmu and enter key code e297w « Call 888-289-APCC x8070 « Fax 401 ?BE 2191

5 2008 Amencan Power Comers

ooration. Al trademarks are owned by Schneider Blectric Industries 5.4

Arngrican Powe

ration, of their affilated compenies,
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o
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W ovEry " ACh |_|-\[ mies many vary dependng on load,

West Kingston, Al 02692 USA » BKIATEREN *Fric

2 Fairgrounds Aoad,

email: esuppen@apc.co
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PC Magazine MarketLink

Granite Drive lelds protect any
5" or 3.5" hard drive mechanism
\ . Simply slide the drive into the
. :rl‘l;q?:.:';‘“}t_m‘ WA Silicon Rubber Shield and protect
the drive from
static electricity,
short circults,
The tool ry computer user must have. Copy, Backup 4 ] and impacts
Duplicate, Recover, Repair, Restore, Archl and Test any qE
SATA or IDE or 3 Hard Drive y to upgrade
an Internal hard drive or make a dup y of critical
data without having to open up the compute

Emergency Copy... USB to SATA/IDE Cable... $24.95

Fast SATA RAID System

4 Terabytes of RAID or Backup Storage

Hot-Swap any SATA Drive quickly
r: and affordably. Remove the

with Ho ap convience a ipport the - L drive and repls it while the
RAID sys e the affordable way to - compi running

data. Direct connect backups, duplice
critical data. Internal modeis ¢

over 300

3 to go wrong, rellable

operation, anc v cost. NO PORT MULTIPLIER! Aluminum HOt»SWﬁP... SATA Sy*m... sbq 95

SATA 1l 4 Bay Hot-Swap from... $578
—’ Backup 2 Drive Hot-Swap

SATARACK RAID8 TB

A serio

that fits int

up to 8 Ters s of RAID or Bac
Storage. Unlimited capacity Hot-Swap.
NO PORT MULTIPLIER!

SATA Il RACK RAID 5... $5799 Granite Backup 2 Drive Hot-Swap SATA... ;159.95
» granitedigital.com » A + 888-819-2190 »

es, or duplic
Unlimite 8 rnb]lltu:r
by simpl ding additional
drive tra Extra Trays £10.05

Industrial

Touchscreen

Rzm , Mini PCs

Rugged Keyboards

Quietly Creating Specialized
Computers & Peripherals for the World

STE /8 LTH Toll Free# 1-800-498-1777 - Local: 905-264-9000
wWwWWw.stea | t h com Stealth is an ISO 9001 manufacturer with almost two decades of service.
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Online Coupon: 25PCMAG ‘
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PEIISI]HIIIIIEWI case with color or EMBOSSING ana rwemzﬁ% 177
Distributor info: (3121 546-3718 -~ Toll-Free: 1-866-306-8239 = sales@fortte.com / www.fortte.com

* DOD-Level Security

* Superior, 24/1 Service

* Confidentiality Guaranteed
* Aifordable, Up-front Pricing

(no hidden charges)
* High Recovery Success
« Class-100 Clean Room Lab Standards
« Patent-Pending Recovery Technology
* Complete Computer Forensic Services

o\( ESS DATA RECOVERY LABS

www.datarecovery.com - 800.237.4200

110 N. Research Drive, Edwardsville, lllinois | 1241 Quarry Lane, Pleasanton, California | 6043 Hudson Road, Woodbury, Minnesota
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Dr. Winnifmmrar of 10X

PHEROMONE DISCOVERER’S
10X™ GETS YOU MORE
AFFECTION FROM WOMEN

-

™.

e T 4

- |
-
]
-
-
(]
b3
9

-

Lowest Price In The Nation

: Guaranteed!

5, .
ATHENA PHEROMONE 10X Choose From Any Of Our

= Products
unscented cologne/aftershave additive
¥ Jack (PA) “I am 38, | use 10X straight. It Gua{f)ztresegf&;f;“h
really works! | went to my 20th year high
school reunion. I got the “most changed” .
accolade because | was kind of a nerd in Hassle-Free Service
school. But now, since using the 10X every-
thing is changed. | got about 10 emails from Use Promo Code PC1108 CHECKSFORLESS,
the single girls in the class who want to get When Ordering. ""':...'a:-;:,._rr-

together with me. Also the 20 year old wait-
ress , she slipped me her phone number.”

¥ Kenny (TX) "Works great... If this can help
someone as ugly as me, it can help anyone.”

¥ Rudy, physician (TX) 10X reorder "I mix my Can0n® Remanufactured
cologne with the excellent product you have ' ™
created. It is incredible! | am neither unattrac- Com pat|b|e DELL M4640

tive nor super handsome. But| am somewhat shy,
so this product has given me a boost of
confidence. Women of stunning beauty seem
to be very interested in me whereas before |
only got a passing glance. Now they are the
ones starting the conversations!”

ATHENA PHER
The Gold Stand

Dr. Cutler has a Ph.D. in biology from
University of Penn, post-doc at Stanford.

Co-discovered human pheromones in 1986
12/1/86; and Newsweek 1/12/87).

www.athenainstitute.com

Athena 10X is designed to enhance your
sex-appeal. Vial of 1/6 oz. added to 2-3 oz.
of cologne or aftershave lasts 4 to 6 mos
or use straight. Contains synthesi
human sex-attractant pheromones. .
Effective for 74% in 8 week published scientific -
s}]udy._ l':olt gua[llf?fnleeg lto wglrlk for a':l, fince bod M a r ke t
chemisiries dimrer, but wi wor or most. "MABATINE
Cosmetics not aphrodisiacs. NAGAIE
Call 610-827-2200 - Order online - Not sold in stores
Or mail to: Athena Institute, Dept PCin,
1211 Braefield Rd. Chester Springs, PA 19425

Please send me ___vials of 10X for men @$99.50 Generate More Sales.
___vials Athena 10:13 for Women@898.50

and__ empty blue bottle (20z screw cap) @$5.00

for a *total by: O money order, 1 check PUt You r Ad Here'
2 Visa, M/C, DS - - -

exp signature
to: Name

Address

City/State, zip

Tel: email PCfn
*Ph add 6% tax, Canada ad USS7 50 per vial Foreign call Call Now 1-877-267-2315

Ink Cartridges

AS LOW AS
59

1-800-INKFARM

inkfarm.com

No.8 Cartridges”

44,69

*Requires Chip

the ink & toner supersite™
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Male Enlargement!

INCREASE YOUR SIZE!

Easy To Take Liquid Formula!
uh FOUR TO FIVE INCHES! IN FOUR TO FIVE WEEKS!

Medical Breakthrough!

Doctor Approved!

’ a - 100% Money Back Guarantee! « Free 30 Day Supply!
7 Take Super LQ Liquid Instead Of A Pill For Penis Enlargement!

PILLS ARE ONLY 20% ABSORBED BY THE BODY. LIQUIDS ABSORB 98%. Liquid absorption starts in the

mouth and immediately goes into the bedy's system. Pills are solid and take time to digest. Super LQ liquid

Vi absorbs faster and the results are much faster. Super LQ liquid is for the man who wants the quickest method for
; successful Penis Enlargement.

HOW DOES SUPER LQ FORMULA WORK

SO QUICK TO GIVE YOU MAXIMUM
ENLARGEMENT?

Super L@ Formula is a concentrated potent liquid
formula that is produced into a quick effective delivery
system that gives you immediate results. For many men
there is the difficulty of swallowing or ingesting a pill. A
liquid is just easier. Super LQ is easy to fake and easy to
digest instantly. You no longer have to take pills and wait
3 1o 4 months. Super LQ will work in only a couple of
weeks and you will see that you are longer and wider. Only
Super L@ Liguid Formula with our exclusive blend
of proprietary ingredients can give you maximum penis
enlargement up to 5 inches and increase width 50% in just
4 to 5 weeks.

SUPER LQ WILL INCREASE YOUR STAMINA,
SEXUAL HEALTH AND PERFORMANCE!
Super LQ expands the erectile tissues longer and wider.

This creates a larger supply of blood for longer, firmer,

thicker and longer lasting erections every time! Imagine
when your sex partner sees how thick and long and firm
you are. See how much greater the sexual satisfaction is
for both you and E ur sex partner when you are able to
penetrate deeper. Eliminate premature e}aculailon and any
worry of going soft. Super LQ Formula s an all-natural,
safe herbal powerful enlargement formula that increases
size fast. Maintain your sexual virility so that you can
increase the amount of times a night you can perform. You
will see your sexual performance improve substantially.

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE FOR MAXIMUM
ENLARGEMENT?

For best results we recommend that you take the entire
2months supply (2 bottles) to complete the male enlargement
process. The Super LQ Formula will increase your size
and you will also feel firmer, stronger and more powerful than
ever before. FOR A LIFETIME OF ENHANCED SEXUAL
BENEFITS WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU CONTINUE
TO TAKE SUPER LQ FORMULA. WE OFFER SPECIAL
PRICING FOR ADDITIONAL BOTTLES.

My name is Dr. J. Richard and for more than
twenty years my research team and | have helped
thousands of men with erection difficulties and penis
size. | personally introduced products for penis
enlargement thirty years ago and had the first penis
enlargement website in 1995. Please join the man
thousands of men who have achieved success wit|
the Super LQ Formula. Thank you.

Dr. J. Richard

MORE DOCTOR APPROVED SUPER FORMULAS

SEXCITER FOR WOMEN MAKES WOMEN BEG YOU FOR SEX!

Can be taken by mouth or put in any liquid without detection,

but you should get her permission. She will became wild,

untamed and desire to have sex with you. SEXCITER
FORWOMEN includes special ingredients designed
to quickly speed up her desire for sex.

Our SEXCITER FOR MEN increases the male sex
drive or libido.

“My girlfriend says it was the best sex she ever had”
JW, Arizona.

“Sexciter for men gives me the urge for sex every
time | use It"LF Oklahoma

" i
= SEXCITER TO EXCITE WOMEN: 130 doses Req.

54955
SEXCITER TO EXCITE MEN: 130 doses Reg. 549.55

SPECIAL OFFER! ONLY $25.00 EACH OR FREE WITH ORDER OF SUPER LQ.

WHAT WILL SUPER LQ FORMULA DO FOR YOU?
* Quick and maximum enlargement in one month.
Longer, thicker penis up to 5 inches and increase width
50%.

= Bigger, firmer erections!

* More blood flow to your penis also means you will hang’

larger all day!

* Penetrate deeper by reaching any women’s most
sensitive area... her G spot!

* Women will be atfracted to your new self-confidence!

WHICH FORMULA IS BEST FOR YOU?

Super LQ Extra Strength Formula

New exclusive extra strength formula for men with a form
of ESPISPADIAS or small penis since they were young.
Size now is less than 6 inches and need a guarantee
of accelerated enlargement to reach a much larger size.
Can also be used by men larger than 6 inches and need
guaranteed maximum enlargement.

Super LQ Original Formula
This formula is for men who are now 6 inches or more and
want to be guaranteed maximum enlargement.

SUPER LQ OUTPERFORMS ALL ENLARGEMENT PILLS
Customer Survey Comparative Growth Results

S Inches 5 Inches
4lnches 1 Inches
3lnches dInches
2 Inches 2 Inches
1 Inch 1 Inch
1 Mantf 2Manths IManths 4 Manths
Super LQ Extra Strength {Length) Blue Line

Super LQ Original Formula
Both Super LQ Formulas (Width) Red Line
Combined Average Of Fills {Length) Black Line

Combined Average Of Pills (Width) Gray Line

{Length) Green Line

100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!
IF YOU ARE NOT COMPLETELY SATISFIED,

RETURN YOUR ORDER WITHIN 2 MONTHS
AND RECEIVE A FULL 100% REFUND.

Super LQ Formula is manufactured in the USA in a
high-tech facility that meets the highest standards of purity
established by the Mational Research Council, United
States Pharmacopoeia, National Formulary and the Food
Chemical Codex.

SEXUALLY ATTRACT WOMEN INSTANTLY WITH ATTRACT-A-MATE!
PHEROMONES CAN MAKE YOU A WANTED AND DESIRED MAN!
Used like cologne or after-shave the Pheromone fragrance drives
women 1o you and makes you Irresistible. You will ignite her
wildest sexual desires, It's done by scent alone, you don't
have to say a word. Other men will envy your power. Only
you know the secrer. You will be amazed how beautiful
women will become passionate & desire to have sex with
you. Rated the Number One Pheromone at any price.
“I put it on & it attracts women like a magnet It tums
women on & they can't figure it out”H.5, Indiana
ATTRACT-A-MATE "W": To attract women.
40 applications Reg. $49.95
ATTRACT-A-MATE "M": To attract men.
40 applications Reg. 549.95

BONDED LABS Box 7020 Tarzana, Ca 31357 Onder Tol Free Anytime 1-856-474-7867 Fax 1-818-345-4643. Existing customer inquiries only Call 1-818-244-7404. Order online at
www.bondedlabs com. Individual results will vary. The FOA has not evaluated these statements, This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease,

TESTIMONIALS FROM OUR
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

| am amazed how fast your formula
works, | got results of 2%z inches in
4 weeks.

—J.B. New Mexico

My girlfriend has never been
happier, | am able to penetrate her
deeper and satisfy her like never
before.

-L.W. Florida

GREDIT CGARD ORDERS TOLL FREE ANYTIME
1-866-474-7867 FAX 1-818-345-4643
ONLINE www.hondedlabs.com
_www.superL0.com

1 SEND ORDER FO RM AND PAYM ENT TO
1BONDED LABS dept.811P2H

1 Box 7020 Tarzana, CA 91357

| CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY Toll Free Anytime

11-866-474-7867 or FAX 1-818-345-4643

I Phane & Credit Card Orders specify products and dept. (shown above, next
1 to company name)

1 OCheck O MoneyOrder O Cash OVisa O MasterCard

1 O American Express O Discover

I

1
1 CREDIT CARD NO.
|

1
| EXPIRES: Manth/Year (VS CODE 3-digit Security Code found on back
of card or 4-digits on front of American Express

| SI.I PER LQ EXTRA STRENGTH FORMULA

1 01 Battle {1 Month Supply} .. .. $120.00 )
1 12 Bottles (2 Months Supplv] .. 520000 5
O Extra Battles . SB0.00Each 5

i 11 have ordered 3 or more bottles, SEND FREE1 bottle
 PLUS FREE Your Choice Of Any TWO Sexciters Or Attract-A-Mates

SUPER LQ ORIGINAL FORMULA

11 Bottle {1 Month Supply}.............. $100.00 &
[ 2 Bortles (2 Months Supply} . - §180.00 o
O Extra Bottles. . L S60.00Each 5

1 have ordered 3 or more hollles SENIJ FREE 1 bottle

PLUS FREE Your Choice OF Any ONE Sexciter Or Attract-A-Mate

SEXCITERS or ATTRACT-A-MATE SPECIAL OFFER! Only $25.00 each or FREE
with order of SUPER LQ.

Please specify Quantities

__ Sexgiter To Excite Women. ................ FREE____§_
_ Sexdter To Excite Men ... .. FREE 5
_ Attract-A-Mate “W": Attract Women CFREE S
_ Attract-A-Mate"M": Attract Men . ... FREE____ %
TOTALPURCHASE: S
| G Residents add 8.25% sales ta: ... S
1 Shipping, Rush Service and Insurance $17.95 VALUE IS INCLUDED FREE!
TOTALENCLOSED ORCHARGED: ......................... H

Orders discreetly shipped with UPS or Priority Mail.
Foreign Orders — Money Order in U.S. Funds Only. Add 510.00 S&H.

SIGMATURE {| arn cwver 18 years old)

MAME {print)

ADDRESS

I
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
1
I
1
I
I
I
I
I
1
I
I
|
I
I
i
I
I
I
I
I
I
i
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
s I
CITY/STATE/ZIP |

(COPYRIGHT 1995 SUPER L s a Iudemarlc af BONDED L.!|ESJ
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Digital Media Converter Pro %

LS.
y

Convert Your Video and Audio Files Between All Popular File Formats.

The ultimate media file converter that supports the most video and audio file formats.
Rip Audio-CDs and Video-DVDs, and save them to your iPod, iPhone, Zune, PSP3 and
many other portable devices. The default settings create small files with excellent quality.

[1Convert between AVI (DivX, MS MPEG 4, Xvid), MPEG1, MPEG2 (PAL & NTSC), MPEG4, MP3,
Flash Video, RealVideo, RealAudio, 3GP, 3G2, MOV, WMV, WMA, DVR-MS, AAC, M4A, and more!

[] Select files or entire folders for batch conversion.
[]Rip Video-DVDs, extracting the whole disk or individual chapters, languages tracks, and subtitles.
[] Automatically fix file format problems during conversion.

-
£
- |
-
]
-
-
(]
b3
1}
N

|

Our other products Download Free Trial

[www.deskshare.comfdmcpro &
DeskShare’

Software to help you excel !
My Screen Recorder Pro Auto FTP Manager Text Speaker Phone: 1-516-620-3152

« Unlimited Logo Concepts & Revisions
" 5 Designers Assigned to Every Project
« 1-3 Day Turnaround

« Satisfaction Guaranteed

e
MARKETING DRIVEN

WEB DESIGN

& We Develop Websites That Sizzle & Sell
" 2-3 Designers Assigned to Every Project
" Unlimited Designs Till Perfect
customization of provided + Lightning Fast Turnaround

material , 3 v Satisfaction Guaranteed
e Automatic price calculation e
e Fabricationin 1, 3 or 7 days |

* Cost-effective prototypes
and production runs
¢ Wide range of materials or

l-crer
& i

Sample price: |
£43.78 plus S&H

_Logocawre,

FRONT PANEL www.frontpanelexpress.com

EXPRESS -
[ J EXPRESS ] (2001 LR 877.918.9188 | www.LogoCare.com/pcm
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RAM:Vehicle
Molinting Systems -
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General Dynamics
GoBooks: XR-1

Motion Computing Samsung Asus Sony Panasonic

WITH MORE DOCKS, PLUS YOUR CHOICE OF OVER 80 NO-DRILL VEHICLE BASES, RAM IS YOUR BEST CONNECTION
FOR MOUNTING ELECTRONICS IN VEHICLES. MOST ANY BRAND OF LAPTOP OR TABLET COMPUTER MAY BE
AFFORDABLY SECURED AND POWERED IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR LESS MONEY THAN YOU'RE ACCUSTOMED TO
PAYING. RAMIS SETTING ANEW STANDARD FOR THE WAY THESE NEW DEVICES ARE BEING USED IN YOUR MOBILE
ENVIRONMENT. CONTACT US OR ONE OF OUR RAM RE-SELLERS FOR MORE INFO.

- g T g
'ER'A'M
:Q.- ' - ' J ®
~MOUNTS
MADE IN'USA™
Your\B_gst Connection_

- o B Patented & Pats. Pend.
Fujitsu 0Qo MobileDemands

J Us T RAM ’ T-'. 1-800-497-7479

Sold Only Through Dealers, Re-Seller Programs Available

WWW.RAM-MOUNT.COM
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BB & roviews of these
LWL products and more
Editars' Choices check
out go.pcmag.com,’
editorschoice

EDITORS'
CHOICE

DESKTOPS

MAINSTREAM

IEET HP Pavilion Elite
m9400t 3843 list

BUDGET/VALUE

L= Lenovo IdeaCentre
K210 $449 direct

GAMING/ MULTIMEDIA

T Velocity Micro Raptor
Signature Edition $5,999 direct

ALL-IN-OMNE

Apple iMac 24-inch (Penryn)
$1,799 direct

BUSINESS

Dell OptiPlex 755 31183 direct

LAPTOPS & NOTEBOOKS

MAINSTREAM

Apple MacBook Pro 15-inch
(Penryn)

$2,899 direct

Dell Studio 15 1199 direct

GAMING

Alienware Area-51 m15x
£4,499 direct

MULTIMEDIA

LE1 HP HDX 18

$2,000 direct

ULTRAMOBILE

MSI| Wind $480 street

BUDGET

HP Pavilion dv2800t

$1,049 direct

TABLET PC

Lenovo ThinkPad X61 Tablet
$1,934 direct

STORAGE

MAC OS5

Western Digital My Passport
Studio (320GB) 3220 list
PORTABLE

Maxtor OneTouch 4 Mini
$129.99 direct

DESKTOP

SimpleDrive 500GB Portable
Hard Drive $169.99 list
NETWORK-ATTACHED STORAGE

HP StorageWorks AiO400t
$3,799 list

VELOCITY MICRO RAPTOR SIGNATURE EDITION
Blazina gaming performance at a reasonable price.

PRINTERS

ALL-IN-ONE (MONOCHROME LASER)

Brother MFC-7840W

$300 street

MONOCHROME LASER

Brother HL-2170W

$300 street

Samsung ML-285IND

$150 street

STANDARD INKJET

Canon Pixma iP4300

$99.99 direct

ALL-IN-ONE INKJET

LTET HP Officejet Pro L7590
All-in-One Printer $299 direct

L= Brother MFC-6490CW

$300 strest

PHOTO PRINTERS

COMPACT

HP Photosmart A636
Compact Photo Printer
$149.99 direct

BUDGET PROSUMER

HP Photosmart Pro
B8850 Photo Printer
$549.99 direct

HDTVs

PLASMA

=T Pioneer KURO
PDP-5020FD 4,000 direct

LCD

Samsung LN52A750
$3,999.99 list

HDTV ACCESSORIES

GRAPHICS CARDS

nVidia GeForce GTX 260
£400 list

LCD MONITORS

Lenovo ThinkVision L200x
$499.99 list

PROJECTORS

HIGH-END XGA
Canon Realis X700 52,500 list
CONSUMER/BUSINESS XGA

NEC VTBOO 31,000 street
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UNIVERSAL REMOTE
Logitech Harmony One
$249.99 direct

BLU-RAY PLAYER

Panasonic DMP-BD30
$499.95 direct

DIGITAL CAMERAS

HIGH-END COMPACT

Canon PowerShot SD790 IS
$349.99 list

HIGH-END D-5LR

Nikon D300

$1,800 street (body only)
ENTRY-LEVEL D-SLR

L= Canon EOS Rebel XSi
$699 list (body only)

SUPERZOOM
Panasonic Lumix DMC-FZ18
£399.95 |ist

DIGITAL PHOTO & VIDEO

MULTIMEDIA SUITE

Adobe Creative Suite 3

$999 direct

VIDEO-EDITING SOFTWARE

CyberLink PowerDirector 7
Ultra $119.95 direct

MP3 PLAYERS

HARD DISK

Microsoft Zune 80GB $250 list

FLASH

L= Apple iPod touch (2nd
generation) 8GE, $229 direct

L= Apple iPod nano (4th
generation) 1668, £199 direct

BUDGET FLASH

Samsung YP-U3 (2GB) $90 list

SPEAKERS/DOCKS

Chestnut Hill Sound George
£549 direct
Hercules XPS 2.1

Lounge speakers 560 street
PC/GAMING
Razer Mako $399 Iist

MEDIA EXTENDERS

Sonos Bundle 150 $999 direct
Slingbox SOLO $180 list

SMARTPHONES

ALLTEL

RIM BlackBerry Curve 8330

From $229.99 with contract

ATET

Apple iPhone 3G

From $199.99 with contract

SPRINT

RIM BlackBerry Curve
8330 $179.99 with contract

T-MOBILE

LI=1 Sony Ericsson TM506

$79 with contract

VERIZON WIRELESS

RIM BlackBerry Curve
8330 $169.99 with contract

UNLOCKED

Nokia NB2 5629 direct

CELLULAR CARDS

ATAT

Sierra Wireless
USBConnect 881 From $100 list
SPRINT

Novatel Ovation U727

From $99.99 with contract

VERIZON

Sierra Wireless AirCard 595
$179.99 list

HEADSETS

BLUETOOTH

Aliph New Jawbone $129.99 list
STEREOQ HEADSET (WIRED)

Etymotic hf2 179 list

HEADPHONES

Ultimate Ears UE 11 Pro
$1150 list

OFFICE & PRODUCTIVITY

Microsoft Office 2007

$149 direct

Microsoft Student 2008

$37.50 direct

SPEECH RECOGNITION

Dragon Naturally
Speaking 10 $99,99 direct

SECURITY

ANTISPAM

Cloudmark Desktop 5.3.3
for Microsoft Outlook
$35.95 per year

SUITE

LIET Norton Internet Security
2009 $69.99 yearly

GPS DEVICES

L1 Garmin niivi 755T BACKUP

$499.99 |ist SOS Online Backup (beta)
Garmin Oregon 400t 5599 [ist $19.95 direct

FEATURE PHONES FINANCIAL

ATET FreshBooks

Motorola MOTO Z9
$199.99 with contract

SPRINT

Motorola RAZR? VOm
$299.99 with contract
T-MOBILE

Motorola RAZR? V8
From $199.99 with contract
VERIZON WIRELESS

LG Dare VX9700
From $199.99 with contract

Free, or $14-$149 monthly
L= PayCycle Plus
(Fall 2008) 54299 monthly

WEB SERVICES

Yahoo! Small Business
From $11.95/month

MuUsIcC

Rhapsody From $12.99/month
ONLINE TECH SUPPORT

HiWired $29 direct

Shop wisely, Tear this page out and bring It with you,
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“PlayWiDE Play LG

LG 52 Series LCD Monitors

Utilizing the Legendary f-Engine, 10,000:1 Digital Fine Contrast Ratio and distortion free
widescreen technology to reproduce colors so accurate and life-like, you don't merely view
what's on the screen, but become part of the picture! LG - Life's Good.

10000:1 LG 52 Series improves images by utilizing industry leading Contrast Ratio of DFC 10,000:1.
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LGusa.com




Toshiba recommends
Windows Vista® Business

Innovation is

thin Wlth an .4
optlcal i~y
drive. g
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The laptop expert
cutdown on size, not features.

Sure, there are companies out there yelling “thin this"and
“portable that.” But what good is a lightweight laptop if it
doesn't do what you want? That's why the featherlight
Portége® R500 is the world’s first laptop with a 7mm DVD
SuperMulti drive. So you can still watch movies, play music
and prepare for presentations. Plus its transreflective
screen uses natural light to help you see better outdoors.
Discover all of the innovative world's firsts inside the
Portege R500 at Explore.Toshiba.com/PCMag.

Portége is a registered trademark of Toshiba America Information Systems, Inc., and/or Toshiba Corporation. Windows
Wista is a reglstered rademark aof Microsoft Corparation in the United S1ates and
made every effart at the time of publication to ensure the accuracy of the information provided herein, preduct specifications,
eonfigurations, prices, system/companent/options availability are all subject to change without notice. For the mast up-to-date
product infarmation about your computer, or to stay current with the various computer software or hardware options, visit
Toshiba's Web site ar pesupporttoshiba.com. ©2008 Toshiba America Information Systems, Inc. All rights reserved

TOSHIBA

Leading Innovation >>

for other countrles, While Tashiba has
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