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Help us celebrate the launch of 
Intel® Core™ i7 and Core™ i5 processors.

Can you design the world’s coolest desktop mod? 

Submit your creations by November 16, 2009 
for a chance to win amazing prizes.

No purchase necessary. Void where prohibited. You need to be 18 years or older to 
participate. See participating countries and rules at www.intelcorechallenge.com.

© 2009 Intel Corporation. All rights reserved. Intel, Intel logo, Intel Core, Core Inside, Core Inside logo, 
Sponsors of Tomorrow are trademarks of Intel Corporation in the U.S. and other countries.

Rock the 

world with 
your vision 

of tomorrow.
Introducing the Intel® Core™ i7 

www.intelcorechallenge.com

Custom Desktop Challenge
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 High scores are best.       Low scores are best. 

Bold type denotes first place.

MULTIMEDIA TESTS 

PCMARK  
VANTAGE* 

MOBILEMARK 
2007  hr: min

WINDOWS  
MEDIA ENCODER   
min:sec CINEBENCH R10 

PHOTOSHOP CS4   
min:sec

Dell Studio 1555 (USE006CS) 3,267 6:00 1:17 4,815 0:35

Gateway NV5807u 3,141 3:17 1:18 4,774 0:44

HP Pavilion dv6t (1030us) 2,924 3:03 1:21 4,504 0:38

Product name in RED indicates Editors’ Choice.          * For this test, each system was set to the default resolution of 1,024 by 768.
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DESKTOPS LAPTOPS

HP Pavilion Elite e9120f

$819.99 list

Averatec D1200

$999 list

Dell Studio 14z

$1,004 direct

ASUS B80A-B1

$970 street

P
R

O
S

•   Blu-ray player

•  Lots of storage and 

memory

• Front-mounted ports

•  Handsome MediaSmart 

software

•  Large, bright widescreen

•  Wireless keyboard and 

mouse

•  HD-capable screen

•  DVI output for second 

monitor support

•  Both HDMI and Display-

Port 

•  Superb keyboard

•  Very good battery life

•  Eye-popping resolution

•  Reasonable priced

•  Plenty of features

•  LED-backlit keyboard

C
O

N
S

•  Can’t play demanding 

games

•  Limited expandability

•  Some bloatware

•  Remote could be sturdier

•  Still a little bloatware

•  Could use a larger hard 

drive

•  Poor 3D performance

•  No media card reader

•  No optical drive

•  Unimaginative design

•  Low-resolution display

•  Integrated graphics

B
O
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T
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Apart from a graphics card 

that’s better for HD video 

than for games, the Phe-

nom II X4–powered Pavilion 

Elite e9120f desktop is an 

impressive package.

The Averatec D1200 is a 

large-screen all-in-one PC 

with TV/DVR capabilities. It 

can totally replace the TV 

in a bedroom or a confer-

ence room. 

It takes guts to omit an 

optical drive, a media card 

reader, and VGA-Out, but 

the Dell Studio 14z does it 

with style.

The ASUS B80A-B1 is like 

your job interview suit, a 

solid investment but noth-

ing too exciting.

S
P

E
C

S

2.6-GHz AMD Phenom II 

X4 910 processor; 8GB 

SDRAM; 1TB SATA hard 

drive; 512MB ATI Radeon 

HD 4350 graphics; BD-ROM 

drive; dual-layer DVD±RW 

drive; Vista Home Premium 

(64-bit).

2.5-GHz Intel Pentium 

Dual-Core E5200 processor, 

4GB SDRAM, 320GB SATA 

hard drive, 32MB Intel GMA 

X4500HD graphics, dual-

layer DVD±RW drive, 25.5-

inch widescreen LCD, Vista 

Home Premium (64-bit).

2.4-GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

P8600; 3GB SDRAM; 320GB 

hard drive; 14-inch display; 

Intel Wi-Fi Link 5100; 4.5 

pounds; 74-Wh battery; 

Vista Home Premium  

(64-bit).  

2.4-Ghz Intel Core 2 

Duo P8600 processor; 

2GB SDRAM; Intel GMA 

X4500HD graphics, 250GB 

hard drive; 14.1-inch 

display; 5.3 pounds, 53-Wh; 

Windows Vista Business 

(64-bit).

Product name in RED indicates Editors’ Choice.  
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NETBOOKS PRINTERS

Dell Inspiron Mini 10v

$340 street

Canon Pixma MX860 

Wireless Office  

All-in-One Printer

$199.99 direct

Xerox WorkCentre  

3220/DN 

$549 direct

Epson WorkForce 310  

All-In-One

$129.99 direct

•  Very aggressively priced

•  Almost 8 hours of battery 

life

•  Multiple color options

•  Option for 802.11n Wi-Fi

•  Reasonably high quality 

output

•   Prints, scans, and faxes 

over network

•   Standalone copier and fax

•  Prints, scans, faxes over a 

network

•  Standalone copier, fax ma-

chine, and e-mail sender

•  Reasonably high-quality 

output

•  Fast for the price

•   Ethernet connector

•   Prints, scans, faxes, even 

over a network

•   Standalone copier and fax

•  Touchpad and mouse but-

tons are difficult to use

•  Plain design

•  Smaller hard drive than 

competitors’ 

•  Relatively slow

•  Cumbersome network 

setup

•  Installation guide covers 

basic installation only, 

ignoring important setup 

steps

•  Low paper capacity

•   Although acceptable for 

most business use, text is 

relatively low quality

The Dell Mini 10v is one of 

the most affordable net-

books money can buy, and 8 

hours of battery life isn’t too 

shabby either.

The MX860 all-in-one printer 

offers high-quality output 

and lots of functions, but it 

is relatively slow for busi-

ness applications.

The 3220/DN isn’t as easy to 

set up as it should be, but it 

offers almost any feature a 

small office could want in a 

monochrome laser all-in-one 

(AIO).

Despite stumbling a bit on 

text quality, the WorkForce 

310 succeeds as a surpris-

ingly capable package at an 

attractively low price.

1.6GHz Intel Atom N270 pro-

cessor; 1GB SDRAM; 120GB 

hard drive; Intel GMA 950 

graphics; 10.1-inch screen; 

2.9 pounds; 56-Wh battery; 

Windows XP Home Edition.  

Ink-jet AIO; 24 ppm (mono); 

flatbed scanner; copier; fax; 

300-sheet input capacity; 

8.9 by 17.1 by 19.4 inches 

(HWD); 26.4 pounds.

Monochrome laser AIO; 30 

ppm (mono); flatbed scan-

ner; copier; fax; 251-sheet 

input capacity; 15.6 by 17.5 

by 16.2 inches (HWD);  

30.7 pounds.

Ink-jet AIO; flatbed scanner; 

copier; fax; 100-sheet input 

capacity; the 9.3 by 18.1 by 

16.2 inches (HWD). 

Visit pcmag.com for the full reviews of these and other hardware products.
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SMARTPHONES DIGITAL CAMERAS

LG Xenon GR500 (AT&T)

$99.99 to $299.99 list

Kyocera X-tc  

(Virgin Mobile)

$99.99 direct

Nikon Coolpix S630

$279.95 list

Sigma DP2

$650 street

P
R

O
S

•  Solid call quality

•  Good music and video 

playback

•  Compact for a QWERTY 

slider

•  Only prepaid Virgin  

phone with a keyboard

•  Good downloadable Web 

browser and Facebook/

MySpace client

•  Fast 7X optical zoom lens

•  Solid wide-angle image 

quality

•  Ergonomic design

•  Negligible shutter lag

•  Low noise at high ISOs 

•  D-SLR-quality images

•  Smaller build than a 

D-SLR

•  Fast, high-quality lens

•  Unique Foveon X3 image 

processor

C
O

N
S

•  Non-standard headphone 

jack

•  Bland UI needs a little 

work in spots

•  Poor RF reception

•  Mediocre call quality

•  Slow Internet

•  Limited messaging apps

•  Cramped keyboard

•  Images are soft and color 

fringing occurs when 

zoomed in

•  Sluggish face detection

•  Underwhelming user 

interface

•  No optical zoom

• Fixed lens

•  Noticeable shutter lag

•  Low still image and video 

resolutions

•  Small LCD

B
O

T
T
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It’s tough to fault the LG 

Xenon, a powerful slider 

phone that can handle  

media tasks with aplomb.

The Kyocera X-tc’s key-

board makes Web brows-

ing, texting, and Facebook 

much easier, but its perfor-

mance overall is lacking.

The Coolpix S630 is a good 

choice for minimalists who 

want a compact camera 

with a powerful optical 

zoom, but its feature set is 

lacking.

The compact Sigma DP2 

produces extraordinary  

D-SLR–quality images, but 

its price and drawbacks 

probably won’t please the 

average photographer. 

S
P

E
C

S

AT&T; 2.8-inch, 400-by-240 

LCD; 2.0MP camera; 4.2 by 

2.1 by 0.6 inches (HWD); 

3.8 ounces.

Virgin; 2.4-inch, 320-by-240 

LCD; 1.3MP camera; 4.4 by 

2 by 0.7 inches (HWD);  

4.2 ounces.

Point-and-shoot; 12MP; SD 

card slot; 2.3 by 3.8 by 1.0 

inches (HWD); 5.6 ounces.

Superzoom; 4.6MP; SD 

card slot; 2.3 by 4.5 by 2.2 

inches (HWD); 9.2 ounces.

Product name in RED indicates Editors’ Choice.  
.
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GPS HEADPHONES FITNESS GEAR

Magellan Maestro 4370

$299.99 direct 

Klipsch Image S4i

$99.99 direct

Shure SRH440  

Professional

$99.99 list

Nike+ SportBand

$59 direct

•  Beautiful, ultra-high  

resolution screen

•  Very sharp map and 3D 

landmark graphics

•  Accurate navigation

•  Useful AAA guide

•  Built-in iPhone/iPod  

controls and mic

•  Works with iPod shuffle’s 

voice-over feature

•  Strong bass response

•  Strong bass response and 

crisp highs

•  Ideal for recording or  

general listening

•  Detachable, replaceable 

cable

•  Tracks pace, distance, 

time, and calories burned 

with near-perfect accuracy

•  Lightweight

•  Simple setup and calibra-

tion

•  Touch screen can be stub-

born at times

•  Interface sometimes 

showed slight lag

•  Lacks current speed dis-

play in map view

•  Controls only guaranteed 

to work with iPhone 3GS 

and newer iPods

•  Can be uncomfortable 

when worn for long  

periods

•  Low-resolution LCD

•  Display is not backlit

The Maestro 4370’s low 

price and stellar screen 

resolution cements its status 

as a solid navigator, despite 

touch-screen issues.

For $100, you get a great-

sounding pair of earphones 

that controls the latest iPods 

and iPhone, and even works 

with the iPod shuffle voice-

over feature.

The Shure SRH440 sounds 

fantastic with a wide range 

of genres—and the price is 

right for artists and music 

lovers alike.

The affordable Nike+ Sport-

Band combines an accurate 

pedometer with a well-ex-

ecuted Web component for 

a top-notch fitness tracking 

experience.

Automobile GPS; 4.3-inch 

screen; SD/MMC card slot; 

3.3 by 4.7 by 0.7 inches 

(HWD); 7.4 ounces.

In-canal earbuds; passive 

noise canceling; 110 dB SPL 

per 1 mW sensitivity; 18 

ohms impedance.

Circumaural headphones; 

105 dB SPL per 1 mW sensi-

tivity; 44 ohms impedance; 

9.6 ounces.

Bluetooth capability; sensor, 

1.37 by 0.95 by 0.3 inches 

(HWD); 0.2 ounces.

Visit pcmag.com for the full reviews of these and other consumer electronics products.
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PRODUCTIVITY MOBILE

Doodle

Free

Citrix GotoAssist  

Express

$69 direct per month or  

$660 per year

Google Voice  

(BlackBerry)

Free

Google Voice  

(Android)

Free

P
R

O
S

•  Simplifies event  

coordination

•  Easy to use

•  Well-suited for businesses

•  Inexpensive

•  Easy to set up and use

•  Remote sessions  

responded quickly

•  Service works flawlessly

•  Can dial, SMS, or record 

Google Voice calls from 

the handset

•  Plenty of options for  

managing voice calls

•  Plenty of options for  

managing voice calls

•  Tighter integration and 

more features than the 

BlackBerry version

C
O

N
S

•  Lacks the sleek look and 

sophisticated functional-

ity of competing services

•  Doesn’t let you confirm 

attendance

•  Offers rudimentary 

reporting

•  Doesn’t use BlackBerry’s 

built-in dialer

•  Somewhat buggy

•  SMS messages are still 

separated from the 

phone’s built-in  

messaging app

B
O

T
T
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E

Doodle is a serviceable, 

no-frills event scheduling 

solution that makes it easy 

to coordinate meet-ups. 

GoToAssist Express gives 

small businesses an afford-

able, robust, and simple 

way to support remote 

users.

Google Voice for Black-

Berry lets you make and 

receive calls and text 

messages through Google’s 

new “number for life” 

service, although it’s not as 

tightly integrated as the 

Android version.

Google Voice for Android is 

the best way to use Google 

Voice on a cell phone.

Product name in RED indicates Editors’ Choice.  
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MEDIA SYNC PARENTAL CONTROLS SOCIAL NETWORKING

Salling Media Sync

Free;  

premium version, $22 

iTunes Agent

Free

Web of Trust

Free

Xing

Basic membership, free; 

premium membership,  

$5.95 per month

•  Syncs iTunes playlists 

easily on many kinds of 

phones

•  Available for Macs  

and PCs

•  Syncs iTunes songs and 

videos with most mass 

storage devices, including 

cell phones

•  Works with a wide variety 

of devices—even USB flash 

drives

•  Rates Web sites based on 

community input and other 

resources

•  Marks results in over  

20 search engines

•  Can block unreliable or 

child-inappropriate sites

•  Doesn’t slow browsing

•  Strong contact manage-

ment and comparison tools

•  Thousands of discussion 

groups

•  Free version is too slow for 

those who sync every day

•  Paid version is a bit pricey

•  A few noticeable bugs

•  Doesn’t work with lower-

end phones and certain 

smartphones

•  Some Vista installation 

issues

•  Doesn’t rate sponsored 

links in search pages

•  Some adult sites get past 

parental-control mode

•  Very Eurocentric

•  Many basic features 

require paid upgrade to 

Premium Membership

•  Of limited use to everyday 

job seekers

The paid version of Salling 

Media Sync is an ideal 

solution for syncing iTunes 

playlists to your phone, but 

it’s more expensive than 

alternatives.

This free open-source soft-

ware is an excellent utility 

to help you sync your cell 

phone, PSP, or non-Apple 

MP3 player with iTunes.

The free Web of Trust 

browser add-on supplies rat-

ings for over 23 million sites, 

which it derives from user 

reports, other Web sites, 

and malware databases. 

Although it may be a useful 

social-networking service 

for frequent pond-hoppers, 

Xing is somewhat lacking in 

utility for American workers.

Visit pcmag.com for the full reviews of these and scores of other software products.
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Upgrade from:

Windows 7

Home Premium

Windows 7

Professional

Windows 7

Ultimate

Windows Vista®

Home Basic
Upgrade Custom

Upgrade

Windows Vista®

Home Premium
Upgrade Custom

Windows Vista®

Business
Custom Upgrade

Windows Vista®

Ultimate
Custom Custom

Windows XP/ 

Windows Vista®  

Starter/32-bit to 64-bit

Custom

Custom  

Installation

A custom installation enables dual booting or the ability to replace your existing  

operating system with Windows 7. Your programs, settings, and data will be  

removed if you opt to replace. Back up all of your data and ensure you have your 

original program disks available before doing a custom installation.

Upgrade  

Installation  

An upgrade installs Windows 7 retaining all your programs, settings, and documents 

after installation.

www.storemags.com & www.fantamag.com



VERSION PRICE

NEW

Single
Family Pack  
(3 licenses)

From previous  
Windows version To Home Premium

Starter N/A* N/A* N/A* $79.99 

Home Basic N/A N/A N/A N/A

Home Premium $199.99 $149.99 $119.99 N/A

Professional $299.99 N/A $199.99 N/A

Ultimate $319.99 N/A $219.99 N/A

Enterprise Variable N/A Variable N/A

* Preinstalled only
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FEATURES

UPGRADE

Anytime Upgrade

To Home Premium To Professional To Ultimate

$79.99 $114.99 $164.99 •  Does not support Windows Aero

•  Not available in a 64-bit version

N/A N/A N/A •  Available only in emerging markets

N/A $89.99 $139.99 •  HomeGroup networking

•  Multitouch and improved handwriting recognition

•  Windows Media Center

N/A N/A $129.99  Same as Home Premium, plus:

•  Back up to home or business network

•  Domain join

•  Encrypting file system

•  Location aware printing

•  Remote desktop host

•  Windows XP Mode

N/A N/A N/A Same as Professional, plus:

•  BitLocker drive encryption

•  Support for 35 languages

N/A N/A N/A Same as Ultimate, but available in volume licensing only
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MEAN BLOCK RATE FOR

SOCIALLY ENGINEERED MALWARE

81%

27%

21%

7%

1%

% 20 40 60 80 100

OPERA 10

CHROME 2

SAFARI 4

FIREFOX 3

INTERNET EXPLORER 8

Data: NSS Labs
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