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Introduction

Introduction

Windows 7 is Microsoft’s newest operating system.
If you are looking to add a personal touch to your
installation of Windows 7, this book will help you get

started.

There are thousands of customizations you can apply
and this pocket guide only scratches the surface. As
always, I’'ve written this book so anyone can pick it up

and work through it.

| recommend you begin by reading the Getting Started
chapter; this chapter will give you a good foundation
for the rest of the book. A basic knowledge of how
Windows works is required to follow most of the
guides; however, if you are very new with computers, |
am still confident you will learn a lot as you go through

this book - taking things one step at a time.
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Once you have read Getting Started chapter, you’re
ready to explore the rest of the book and personalize

your machine to match your style.

I’m sure there’s something here for everyone; take a
browse through the contents page and see what strikes
your interest. You do not need to read this book in

order; feel free to explore.

If you have questions or feedback, head to the Contact
Me section at the end of this book and get in touch

with me.

If this version of the book seems a little dated, head to

Windows Guides for an updated version.

| began writing this book as soon as the public beta
came out. | felt this was a good time to start getting
familiar with the features that would soon be ready
with the released version of the operating system.
However, as features are updated, some of these
guides may no longer work exactly as stated. | will
continually update this book and make sure that it's

ready for the final release of Windows 7.


http://mintywhite.com/tech/books/
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Getting Started

1.0 Get Started

Before you get started with this book, there are a

few questions you should ask yourself:

e Should I install Windows 7 and still keep Vista or

XP on my computer?

e Should | use the 32 or 64 bit version of Windows
7?

This chapter addresses these questions and helps you

formulate the answers that best suit your needs.

In the latter half of this chapter, you’ll learn about

the Windows Registry and Group Policy Editor.

Enjoy working through this book and remember:
Movre is less when you customize your system; don’t
try to change every last thing. Make changes that look

good and keep your system clean and tidy.
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1.1 Windows 7 System Requirements

As the current version of Windows 7 is still not the final
version, the system requirements are subject to
change. However, the current minimum system

requirements are as follows:

e 1 GHz 32-bit or 64-bit processor

1 GB of system memory
e 16 GB of available disk space

e Support for DirectX 9 graphics with 128 MB

memory (to enable Aero theme)
e DVD-R/W Drive

I’ve tested Windows 7 with 512MB of RAM and found it
to work well; however, | do not recommend running

with such low memory - unless you really have to.

1.2 Windows 7 32 or 64-bit?

When deciding to move up to a 64-bit operating
system, you should first consider what 64-bit gets you.

Knowing what software runs on 64-bit should influence
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your decision; you will see no advantage if you are
running 32-bit software on a 64-bit OS. You also lose
the ability to run 16-bit software, which shouldn’t be a
problem unless you rely on older software, such as old
work software or home-made packages you haven’t yet

updated.

1.2.1 What Does 64-Bit 7 Get Me?

More bits gets you access to more memory; the
processor inside your PC communicates with your
system memory (RAM) with numeric addressing. Thus,
the maximum amount of memory a 32-bit processor
can address is 4 gigabytes. Newer 64-bit processors—
not to mention the 64-bit operating systems that run
on them—can address 17,179,869,184 gigabytes (16
exabytes) of RAM.

Windows NT, released in 1993, was Microsoft’s first
fully 32-bit operating system; however, it took eight
years before the platform, which had since evolved into
Windows 2000 and then XP, became mainstream. (Yes,
Windows 9x ran 32-bit applications, but it was a hybrid
OS that ran on a 16-bit DOS foundation, which was one
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of the reasons it was so unstable.) 64-bit Windows
became a reality in XP, and Vista was Microsoft’s first
serious attempt to make 64-bit computing mainstream.
| am sure more people will use Windows 7 64 bit
because of the increasing demands for more RAM. The

guestion is: how mainstream is 64 bit?

1.2.2 How Mainstream is 64 bit?

While 64-bit 7 can run most 32-bit applications without
a problem, it’s not compatible with 32-bit hardware
drivers or 32-bit utilities like Windows Explorer
extensions (e.g., context menu add-ons.) This means
you need a native 64-bit driver for every device on your
PC; finding support for all your hardware may be a bit

of a challenge, at least on older computers

1.2.3 Is there a Performance Increase?

Now, 64-bit software running on 64-bit Windows has
been known to run as much as 10% faster, which
illustrates the other reason—aside from memory

addressing—that people find 64-bit 7 alluring. Just be
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prepared for lackluster industry support, at least for
the next few years until Microsoft releases a 64-bit-only
OsS.

1.3 Install Windows 7

Now you’ve decided which version of Windows 7 to
use, you’ll want to get it installed on your PC. You have

three options:
e Upgrade from Windows Vista
e Dual boot with XP or Vista
e Install Windows 7 from scratch

Learn how to do each of the above in this section.

1.3.1 Upgrade to 7 from Windows Vista

Upgrading is the easiest option of the three. However,
upgrading can take a long time. To upgrade to

Windows 7 from Windows Vista, do the following:

1. Insert the Windows 7 DVD into your DVD-ROM

drive
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2. Click Run setup.exe from the Autoplay menu

ul AutoPlay [o) = ]
-"r Searching for content...
= ———— =)

‘Your default action will occur or other options will become
available.

®

Install or run program

—_—
| Run setup.exe
9@‘[ Published by Microsoft Windows

General options

Open folder to view files
l using Windows Explorer

Set AutoPlay defaults in Control Panel

3. Click Install now on the Install Windows screen

£7 Install Windows

Check compatibility online ‘3

Install now ,-)\
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4. Setup will begin by copying files to your

computer

Setup is copying temporary files...

5.1 recommend you get updates online before

upgrading Windows

Cj £7 Install Windows

Get important updates for installation

Go online to get the latest updates for installation (recommended)
Get the latest updates, such as security updates and hardware drivers, to help
successfully install Windows. (Your computer will remain connected to the
Internet throughout the installation process.)

Do not get the latest updates for installation
Without these updates, installation might fail and your computer could be more
vulnerable to security threats.

Why should I get updates for installation?

V' 1want to help make Windows installation better

What information will be sent to Microsoft?

Read our privacy statement

1 Collecting information 2 Installing Windows
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6. Accept the license terms and click Next

@ £7 Install Windows

Please read the license terms

MICROSOFT PRE-RELEASE SOFTWARE LICENSE TERMS
MICROSOFT WINDOWS 7 OPERATING SYSTEM BETA
These license terms are an agreement between Microsoft Corporation (or based on
where you live, one of its affiliates) and you. Please read them. They apply to the pre-
release software named above, which includes the media on which you received it, if
any. The terms also apply to any Microsoft

updates,

supplements,

Internet-based services, and

support services

¥ [ accept the license terms,

1 Collecting information 2 Installing Windows

7. Now click Upgrade and follow the instructions.

You may get a compatibility report, which will help you

determine what may not work properly after the upgrade.

@ £ Install Windows

Which type of installation do you want?

Upgrade

Upgrade to a newer version of Windows and keep your files, settings, and programs.
The option to upgrade is only available when an existing version of Windows is
running. We recommend backing up your files before you proceed

Custom (advanced)

Install a new copy of Windows. This option does not keep your files, settings, and
programs. The option to make changes to disks and partitions is available when you
start your computer using the installation disc. We recommend backing up your files
before you proceed.

Help me decide

1 Collecting information 2 Installing Windows
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1.3.2 Dual Boot Windows XP/Vista with 7

Dual booting Windows is the most challenging of the
three options; however, making it work can be very
rewarding. The process of creating a dual boot
environment differs from Windows Vista to XP. Please
follow the instructions according to which version of

Windows you are currently using.

To run two operating systems on your computer, you
will need to add a second partition. If you are not
familiar with adding a partition, you can learn how in

this section.

1.3.2.1 Dual Boot Windows XP with Windows 7

You will need third party software to create a second
partition for Windows 7. Once you have created the

partition, you may install Windows 7 on it.
Creating a New Partition

To create a second partition on your hard drive in

Windows XP, do the following:

1. Download the GParted live CD here


http://gparted.sourceforge.net/download.php
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2. Burn the image to a CD, reboot your computer,
and boot from the CD. (How to burn an ISO to a

disc)

3. Once you’ve booted into GParted, create a
partition for Windows 7 (16 GB+ recommended)

(How to create a partition with GParted)

4. Refer to the Install Windows from Scratch
section of this chapter to learn how to install

Windows 7 on your newly created partition.

1.3.2.2 Dual Boot Windows Vista with Windows 7

Windows Vista natively manages partitions; you will
need to create a second partition for Windows 7. Once
you have created the partition, you may install

Windows 7 on it.
Creating a New Partition

To create a second partition on your hard drive in

Windows Vista, do the following:

1. Press the Start button, right click Computer, and

select Manage


http://mintywhite.com/tech/windows-7/burn-the-windows-7-iso-to-a-dvd-how-to/
http://mintywhite.com/tech/windows-7/burn-the-windows-7-iso-to-a-dvd-how-to/
http://mintywhite.com/tech/windows-7/burn-the-windows-7-iso-to-a-dvd-how-to/
http://www.howtoforge.com/partitioning_with_gparted
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_—

—

2. In the left pane, click Disk Management

g5 Device Manager
4 23 Storage
=F Disk Management
s _::'{3 Services and Applications

3. Now create a new partition by shrinking a
previous volume. Right click on the partition and

select Shrink Volume

Media (E:)
16479 GB NTF Open
Healthy (Legic

Change Drive Letter and Paths...

Format...

Fxtend YVolume...

Shrink Volume...

Nalatz VWalimna
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4. Input the size, in MB, you want to shrink the
partition by (16 GB = 16,384 MB)

[ Shrink E: ﬁ
Tatal size before shrink in MB: |1'E'3?‘1‘5
Size of available shrink space in MB: |56503
Enter the amount of space to shrink in MEB: 16384 =
Total size after shrink in MB: |1525|"'51
Size of available shrink space can be restricted if snapshots or pagefiles '
are enabled on the volume.
| Shink | | Cancel |
—

5. Now right click the free space and click New

Simple Volume...

148,79 GB MTFS 16.00 GB

) Mew Simple Velume..,
Healthy (Logical [ | Free spac

Mew Spanned Volume...

Mew Striped Volume...
Delete Partition...

Help

6. Click Next



7 POCKET GUIDE |18

Getting Started

(= N

New Simple Volume Wizard

Welcome to the New Simple
Volume Wizard

This wizard helps you create a simple volume on a disk.

A simple volume can only be on a single disk.

To continue, click Mext.

< Back MNed> | [ Cancel |

F

7. Select the volume size and click Next

New Simple Volume Wizard [é]

Specify Volume Size
Choose a volume size that is between the maximum and minimum sizes.

Maximum disk space in MB: 16383

Minimum disk space in MB: 8

Simple volume size in MB: -

<Back | Ned> | [ Cancel |

i’

8. Assign a letter to the drive and click Next
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Mew Simple Volume Wizard

Azsign Drive Letter or Path

For easier access, you can assign a drive letter or drive path to your partition.

(@) Assign the following drive letter:
() Mount in the following empty NTFS folder:

(7 Do not assign a drive letter or drive path

<Back || Net> | [ Cancel |

9. Format the drive as NTFS, give it a label, and

click Next

MNew Simple Volume Wizard

Format Partition

To store data on this partition, you must format it first.

(") Do not format this volume

File system:
Allocation unit size:
Volume label:

[ Peform a quick format

Choose whether you want to format this volume, and f so, what settings you wart to use.

(@ Format this volume with the following settings:

[nTFS

[Defaut

Win7

[ Enable file and folder compression

<Back |

Net> | [ Cancel |
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10.Click Finish

MNew Simple Volume Wizard @

Completing the New Simple
Volume Wizard

You have successfully completed the New Simple Volume
Wizard.

You selected the following settings:
Wolume type: Simple Volume

Disk selected: Disk 0 i
Volume size: 16383 MB
Drive letter or path: F:
File zystem: NTFS
Allocation unit size: Default B
Volume label: Win7 i
Ciniirle farmat- Mn

»

m

To close this wizard, click Finish.

<Back || Fnsh | [ Cancel |

11.Refer to Install Windows from Scratch to learn

how to install Windows 7 on your newly created
partition.

1.3.3 Install Windows from Scratch

Whether you are installing Windows 7 on a blank hard

drive or a newly created partition, the procedure is the
same.

To install Windows 7 from scratch, do the following:
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1. Turn your computer on, insert the Windows 7

DVD, and restart your computer

2. Press the necessary key to initiate booting from
your DVD (usually ESC or F12.) If you are unsure
how to do this, please refer to your

manufacturer’s website or computer’s manual.

3. Windows will now load the installation files.

windows 1is loading files...
I

4. Click Install now

£7 Install Windows

Check compatibility online ‘3

Install now ‘@

What to know before installing Windows

Copyright © 2008 Microsoft Corporation. Al rights reserved
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. On the Get important updates for installation

page, | recommend getting the latest updates to

help ensure a successful installation and protect

your computer against security threats. You need

an Internet connection to get updates

. On the Please read the license terms page, if you
accept the license terms, click | accept the
license terms. (You must accept to continue the

installation.)

. On the Which type of installation do you want?

page, click Custom

. On the Where do you want to install Windows?

page, do one of the following

a. If you don't want to specify a partition to
install Windows on, or create partitions on
your hard disk, click Next to begin the

installation

b. OR If you already have another existing
partition with enough free space and want
to install Windows 7 on that partition to

create a multi-boot configuration, select
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the partition you want to use, and then
click Next to begin the installation. (Be
sure to install Windows 7 on a different
partition from where your current version
of Windows is installed.)

9. Windows will take some time to install, so be
patient

£7 Install Windows

Installing Windows...

That's all the information we need right now. Your computer will restart several times during
installation.

1 Collecting information 2 Installing Windows

10.Your computer will restart several times during
the process. Be sure to leave the DVD in the
drive and let Windows take care of itself
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£7 Install Windows

Windows needs to restart to continue

|
Restarting in 1 second

1 Collecting information 2 Installing Windows

11.After some time, Windows will now be installed.
If you are running a dual boot, you should have
the choice of either version of Windows when

you turn your computer on.

1.4 About the Windows Registry

Throughout this book, some guides require you to
access the Windows Registry and make changes. | try
to make executable registry hacks in most cases, but it
can be fun to script or create your own registry files.
Before doing anything with the Windows Registry, you
should know what the registry is, how to back it up,
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how to restore it to a previous state, and how to add

keys and values.

1.4.1 What is the Windows Registry?

Think of the Windows registry as a control center for
your computer. Windows settings, individual program
settings, and other important configuration

information are stored here.

1.4.2 Access the Windows Registry Editor

To access the Windows Registry, press the start button,

type regedit, and press Enter.

‘ |I'I':E|El:|it % |

Bfe - J |

The registry is made up of the following components:

e Keys
o Subkeys
o Values
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Getting Started

In some of the tutorials in this book, you will need to

create a new key or value.

1.4.3.1 Add a New Key
To add a new key, do the following:
1. Right click on the parent key

2. Select New > Key

%8 ClickLockTime REG_DWORD
tolu., REG_SZ

Collapse
New 3 Key

Find...

0x000004k0 |

3. Follow the guide’s instructions for what key

name to assign

1.4.3.2 Add a New Value

To add a new value, do the following:

1. Navigate to the key that you want to add a value

to
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2. Right click in the blank space of the right pane

3. Select New > xx (Where xx is the value specified
in the guide)

REG_SZ 3

RE Key [ Mew r

RE

RE String Value
= RE Binary Value

RE DWORD (32-bit) Value

RE QWORD (64-bit) Value
- RE Multi-String Value
S Expandable String Val
RE xpandable String Value

RFG 57 J

4. Follow the guide’s instructions for what value to
assign

1.4.4 Back up the Registry

To back up the registry, please refer to the Back up
Your Data chapter.

1.5 About the Group Policy Editor

Group Policy is a feature of Microsoft Windows that
provides centralized management and configuration of
computers.
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Please Note: The Group Policy Editor is not included
with every version of Windows 7 and is currently only

available in Windows 7 Ultimate.

1.5.1 Access the Group Policy Editor

Press the start button, type gpedit.msc, and press

Enter.

| gpedit.msc # |

1.5.2 Work with the Group Policy Editor

I Local Group Policy Editer =3 =R

File Action View Help
Lo X i NREN ? i

& :EZ‘ ComputerPolicy ||| | ocal Computer Policy.
4 (& Comy

Select an item to view its description.  Name.
& Computer Configuration
% User Configuration

| |\ Extended {Stondard
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To enable options (as directed in any of the guides),
double click on the specified option in the right-hand

pane, and change the setting to Enabled.

[ Local Group Palicy Editor o= =
File Action View Help
4 ' & Desktop Wallpsper o L= )
.
[} Deskiop Wallpaper Previous Setting | [ NextSetiing |
. Not Configured Comment: , ot
_ Mot
@ Enabled ot
J i
Disabled - Net
Supported on: At least Windows 2000 Mot
Mot
Options: Help: Not
— _. ot
Wallpaper Name: | [Specifies the desktop background (‘wallpaper) | = el
displayed on all users' desktops.
4 E Mot
This setting lets you specify the wallpaper on ot
Example: Using 2 local path: || | users' desktops and p sers from
Chwindows\web\wallpaperihome jpg | | changing the image or its presentation. The
wallpaper you specify can be stored in a bitmap
Exarmple: Using a UNC path: {~.bmg] of JPEG (~jpg file.
\\Server\Share\Corp,jpg
Wallpaper Style | oo _| | To use this setting, type the fully qualified path
ok |[ cancel | apply i
q
11 setting(z)

1.6 You Are Ready to Begin

You made it this far and now you are ready to begin.
As a brief recap, you learned the requirements of
Windows 7, the version to install, and how to install
your chosen version. You also learned about the
Windows Registry and the Group Policy Editor. |
strongly suggest you review the Back up Your Data

chapter, but you are now free to explore the book.
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1.0 Get Started

Before you get started with this book, there are a

few questions you should ask yourself:

e Should I install Windows 7 and still keep Vista or

XP on my computer?

e Should | use the 32 or 64 bit version of Windows
7?

This chapter addresses these questions and helps you

formulate the answers that best suit your needs.

In the latter half of this chapter, you’ll learn about

the Windows Registry and Group Policy Editor.

Enjoy working through this book and remember:
Movre is less when you customize your system; don’t
try to change every last thing. Make changes that look

good and keep your system clean and tidy.
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1.1 Windows 7 System Requirements

As the current version of Windows 7 is still not the final
version, the system requirements are subject to
change. However, the current minimum system

requirements are as follows:

e 1 GHz 32-bit or 64-bit processor

1 GB of system memory
e 16 GB of available disk space

e Support for DirectX 9 graphics with 128 MB

memory (to enable Aero theme)
e DVD-R/W Drive

I’ve tested Windows 7 with 512MB of RAM and found it
to work well; however, | do not recommend running

with such low memory - unless you really have to.

1.2 Windows 7 32 or 64-bit?

When deciding to move up to a 64-bit operating
system, you should first consider what 64-bit gets you.

Knowing what software runs on 64-bit should influence
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your decision; you will see no advantage if you are
running 32-bit software on a 64-bit OS. You also lose
the ability to run 16-bit software, which shouldn’t be a
problem unless you rely on older software, such as old
work software or home-made packages you haven’t yet

updated.

1.2.1 What Does 64-Bit Vista Get Me?

More bits gets you access to more memory; the
processor inside your PC communicates with your
system memory (RAM) with numeric addressing. Thus,
the maximum amount of memory a 32-bit processor
can address is 4 gigabytes. Newer 64-bit processors—
not to mention the 64-bit operating systems that run
on them—can address 17,179,869,184 gigabytes (16
exabytes) of RAM.

Windows NT, released in 1993, was Microsoft’s first
fully 32-bit operating system; however, it took eight
years before the platform, which had since evolved into
Windows 2000 and then XP, became mainstream. (Yes,
Windows 9x ran 32-bit applications, but it was a hybrid
OS that ran on a 16-bit DOS foundation, which was one
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of the reasons it was so unstable.) 64-bit Windows
became a reality in XP, and Vista was Microsoft’s first
serious attempt to make 64-bit computing mainstream.
| am sure more people will use Windows 7 64 bit
because of the increasing demands for more RAM. The

guestion is: how mainstream is 64 bit?

1.2.2 How Mainstream is 64 bit?

While 64-bit 7 can run most 32-bit applications without
a problem, it’s not compatible with 32-bit hardware
drivers or 32-bit utilities like Windows Explorer
extensions (e.g., context menu add-ons.) This means
you need a native 64-bit driver for every device on your
PC; finding support for all your hardware may be a bit

of a challenge, at least on older computers

1.2.3 Is there a Performance Increase?

Now, 64-bit software running on 64-bit Windows has
been known to run as much as 10% faster, which
illustrates the other reason—aside from memory

addressing—that people find 64-bit 7 alluring. Just be
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prepared for lackluster industry support, at least for
the next few years until Microsoft releases a 64-bit-only
OsS.

1.3 Install Windows 7

Now you’ve decided which version of Windows 7 to
use, you’ll want to get it installed on your PC. You have

three options:
e Upgrade from Windows Vista
e Dual boot with XP or Vista
e Install Windows 7 from scratch

Learn how to do each of the above in this section.

1.3.1 Upgrade to 7 from Windows Vista

Upgrading is the easiest option of the three. However,
upgrading can take a long time. To upgrade to

Windows 7 from Windows Vista, do the following:

1. Insert the Windows 7 DVD into your DVD-ROM

drive



11|7 POCKET GUIDE
Getting Started
2. Click Run setup.exe from the Autoplay menu

ul AutoPlay [o) = ]
-"r Searching for content...
= ———— =)

‘Your default action will occur or other options will become
available.

®

Install or run program

—_—
| Run setup.exe
9@‘[ Published by Microsoft Windows

General options

Open folder to view files
l using Windows Explorer

Set AutoPlay defaults in Control Panel

3. Click Install now on the Install Windows screen

£7 Install Windows

Check compatibility online ‘3

Install now ,-)\
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4. Setup will begin by copying files to your

computer

Setup is copying temporary files...

5.1 recommend you get updates online before

upgrading Windows

Cj £7 Install Windows

Get important updates for installation

Go online to get the latest updates for installation (recommended)
Get the latest updates, such as security updates and hardware drivers, to help
successfully install Windows. (Your computer will remain connected to the
Internet throughout the installation process.)

Do not get the latest updates for installation
Without these updates, installation might fail and your computer could be more
vulnerable to security threats.

Why should I get updates for installation?

V' 1want to help make Windows installation better

What information will be sent to Microsoft?

Read our privacy statement

1 Collecting information 2 Installing Windows
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6. Accept the license terms and click Next

@ £7 Install Windows

Please read the license terms

MICROSOFT PRE-RELEASE SOFTWARE LICENSE TERMS
MICROSOFT WINDOWS 7 OPERATING SYSTEM BETA
These license terms are an agreement between Microsoft Corporation (or based on
where you live, one of its affiliates) and you. Please read them. They apply to the pre-
release software named above, which includes the media on which you received it, if
any. The terms also apply to any Microsoft

updates,

supplements,

Internet-based services, and

support services

¥ [ accept the license terms,

1 Collecting information 2 Installing Windows

7. Now click Upgrade and follow the instructions.

You may get a compatibility report, which will help you

determine what may not work properly after the upgrade.

@ £ Install Windows

Which type of installation do you want?

Upgrade

Upgrade to a newer version of Windows and keep your files, settings, and programs.
The option to upgrade is only available when an existing version of Windows is
running. We recommend backing up your files before you proceed

Custom (advanced)

Install a new copy of Windows. This option does not keep your files, settings, and
programs. The option to make changes to disks and partitions is available when you
start your computer using the installation disc. We recommend backing up your files
before you proceed.

Help me decide

1 Collecting information 2 Installing Windows
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1.3.2 Dual Boot Windows XP/Vista with 7

Dual booting Windows is the most challenging of the
three options; however, making it work can be very
rewarding. The process of creating a dual boot
environment differs from Windows Vista to XP. Please
follow the instructions according to which version of

Windows you are currently using.

To run two operating systems on your computer, you
will need to add a second partition. If you are not
familiar with adding a partition, you can learn how in

this section.

1.3.2.1 Dual Boot Windows XP with Windows 7

You will need third party software to create a second
partition for Windows 7. Once you have created the

partition, you may install Windows 7 on it.
Creating a New Partition

To create a second partition on your hard drive in

Windows XP, do the following:

1. Download the GParted live CD here


http://gparted.sourceforge.net/download.php
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2. Burn the image to a CD, reboot your computer,
and boot from the CD. (How to burn an ISO to a

disc)

3. Once you’ve booted into GParted, create a
partition for Windows 7 (16 GB+ recommended)

(How to create a partition with GParted)

4. Refer to the Install Windows from Scratch
section of this chapter to learn how to install

Windows 7 on your newly created partition.

1.3.2.2 Dual Boot Windows Vista with Windows 7

Windows Vista natively manages partitions; you will
need to create a second partition for Windows 7. Once
you have created the partition, you may install

Windows 7 on it.
Creating a New Partition

To create a second partition on your hard drive in

Windows Vista, do the following:

1. Press the Start button, right click Computer, and

select Manage


http://mintywhite.com/tech/windows-7/burn-the-windows-7-iso-to-a-dvd-how-to/
http://mintywhite.com/tech/windows-7/burn-the-windows-7-iso-to-a-dvd-how-to/
http://mintywhite.com/tech/windows-7/burn-the-windows-7-iso-to-a-dvd-how-to/
http://www.howtoforge.com/partitioning_with_gparted
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_—

—

2. In the left pane, click Disk Management

g5 Device Manager
4 23 Storage
=F Disk Management
s _::'{3 Services and Applications

3. Now create a new partition by shrinking a
previous volume. Right click on the partition and

select Shrink Volume

Media (E:)
16479 GB NTF Open
Healthy (Legic

Change Drive Letter and Paths...

Format...

Fxtend YVolume...

Shrink Volume...

Nalatz VWalimna
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4. Input the size, in MB, you want to shrink the
partition by (16 GB = 16,384 MB)

[ Shrink E: ﬁ
Tatal size before shrink in MB: |1'E'3?‘1‘5
Size of available shrink space in MB: |56503
Enter the amount of space to shrink in MEB: 16384 =
Total size after shrink in MB: |1525|"'51
Size of available shrink space can be restricted if snapshots or pagefiles '
are enabled on the volume.
| Shink | | Cancel |
—

5. Now right click the free space and click New

Simple Volume...

148,79 GB MTFS 16.00 GB

) Mew Simple Velume..,
Healthy (Logical [ | Free spac

Mew Spanned Volume...

Mew Striped Volume...
Delete Partition...

Help

6. Click Next
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(= N

New Simple Volume Wizard

Welcome to the New Simple
Volume Wizard

This wizard helps you create a simple volume on a disk.

A simple volume can only be on a single disk.

To continue, click Mext.

< Back MNed> | [ Cancel |

F

7. Select the volume size and click Next

New Simple Volume Wizard [é]

Specify Volume Size
Choose a volume size that is between the maximum and minimum sizes.

Maximum disk space in MB: 16383

Minimum disk space in MB: 8

Simple volume size in MB: -

<Back | Ned> | [ Cancel |

i’

8. Assign a letter to the drive and click Next
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Mew Simple Volume Wizard

Azsign Drive Letter or Path

For easier access, you can assign a drive letter or drive path to your partition.

(@) Assign the following drive letter:
() Mount in the following empty NTFS folder:

(7 Do not assign a drive letter or drive path

<Back || Net> | [ Cancel |

9. Format the drive as NTFS, give it a label, and

click Next

MNew Simple Volume Wizard

Format Partition

To store data on this partition, you must format it first.

(") Do not format this volume

File system:
Allocation unit size:
Volume label:

[ Peform a quick format

Choose whether you want to format this volume, and f so, what settings you wart to use.

(@ Format this volume with the following settings:

[nTFS

[Defaut

Win7

[ Enable file and folder compression

<Back |

Net> | [ Cancel |
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10.Click Finish

MNew Simple Volume Wizard @

Completing the New Simple
Volume Wizard

You have successfully completed the New Simple Volume
Wizard.

You selected the following settings:
Wolume type: Simple Volume

Disk selected: Disk 0 i
Volume size: 16383 MB
Drive letter or path: F:
File zystem: NTFS
Allocation unit size: Default B
Volume label: Win7 i
Ciniirle farmat- Mn

»

m

To close this wizard, click Finish.

<Back || Fnsh | [ Cancel |

11.Refer to Install Windows from Scratch to learn

how to install Windows 7 on your newly created
partition.

1.3.3 Install Windows from Scratch

Whether you are installing Windows 7 on a blank hard

drive or a newly created partition, the procedure is the
same.

To install Windows 7 from scratch, do the following:
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1. Turn your computer on, insert the Windows 7

DVD, and restart your computer

2. Press the necessary key to initiate booting from
your DVD (usually ESC or F12.) If you are unsure
how to do this, please refer to your

manufacturer’s website or computer’s manual.

3. Windows will now load the installation files.

windows 1is loading files...
I

4. Click Install now

£7 Install Windows

Check compatibility online ‘3

Install now ‘@

What to know before installing Windows

Copyright © 2008 Microsoft Corporation. Al rights reserved
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. On the Get important updates for installation

page, | recommend getting the latest updates to

help ensure a successful installation and protect

your computer against security threats. You need

an Internet connection to get updates

. On the Please read the license terms page, if you
accept the license terms, click | accept the
license terms. (You must accept to continue the

installation.)

. On the Which type of installation do you want?

page, click Custom

. On the Where do you want to install Windows?

page, do one of the following

a. If you don't want to specify a partition to
install Windows on, or create partitions on
your hard disk, click Next to begin the

installation

b. OR If you already have another existing
partition with enough free space and want
to install Windows 7 on that partition to

create a multi-boot configuration, select
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the partition you want to use, and then
click Next to begin the installation. (Be
sure to install Windows 7 on a different
partition from where your current version
of Windows is installed.)

9. Windows will take some time to install, so be
patient

£7 Install Windows

Installing Windows...

That's all the information we need right now. Your computer will restart several times during
installation.

1 Collecting information 2 Installing Windows

10.Your computer will restart several times during
the process. Be sure to leave the DVD in the
drive and let Windows take care of itself
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£7 Install Windows

Windows needs to restart to continue

|
Restarting in 1 second

1 Collecting information 2 Installing Windows

11.After some time, Windows will now be installed.
If you are running a dual boot, you should have
the choice of either version of Windows when

you turn your computer on.

1.4 About the Windows Registry

Throughout this book, some guides require you to
access the Windows Registry and make changes. | try
to make executable registry hacks in most cases, but it
can be fun to script or create your own registry files.
Before doing anything with the Windows Registry, you
should know what the registry is, how to back it up,
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how to restore it to a previous state, and how to add

keys and values.

1.4.1 What is the Windows Registry?

Think of the Windows registry as a control center for
your computer. Windows settings, individual program
settings, and other important configuration

information are stored here.

1.4.2 Access the Windows Registry Editor

To access the Windows Registry, press the start button,

type regedit, and press Enter.

‘ |I'I':E|El:|it % |

Bfe - J |

The registry is made up of the following components:

e Keys
o Subkeys
o Values
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Getting Started

In some of the tutorials in this book, you will need to

create a new key or value.

1.4.3.1 Add a New Key
To add a new key, do the following:
1. Right click on the parent key

2. Select New > Key

%8 ClickLockTime REG_DWORD
tolu., REG_SZ

Collapse
New 3 Key

Find...

0x000004k0 |

3. Follow the guide’s instructions for what key

name to assign

1.4.3.2 Add a New Value

To add a new value, do the following:

1. Navigate to the key that you want to add a value

to
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2. Right click in the blank space of the right pane

3. Select New > xx (Where xx is the value specified
in the guide)

REG_SZ 3

RE Key [ Mew r

RE

RE String Value
= RE Binary Value

RE DWORD (32-bit) Value

RE QWORD (64-bit) Value
- RE Multi-String Value
S Expandable String Val
RE xpandable String Value

RFG 57 J

4. Follow the guide’s instructions for what value to
assign

1.4.4 Back up the Registry

To back up the registry, please refer to the Back up
Your Data chapter.

1.5 About the Group Policy Editor

Group Policy is a feature of Microsoft Windows that
provides centralized management and configuration of
computers.
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Please Note: The Group Policy Editor is not included
with every version of Windows 7 and is currently only

available in Windows 7 Ultimate.

1.5.1 Access the Group Policy Editor

Press the start button, type gpedit.msc, and press

Enter.

| gpedit.msc # |

1.5.2 Work with the Group Policy Editor

I Local Group Policy Editer =3 =R

File Action View Help
Lo X i NREN ? i

& :EZ‘ ComputerPolicy ||| | ocal Computer Policy.
4 (& Comy

Select an item to view its description.  Name.
& Computer Configuration
% User Configuration

| |\ Extended {Stondard
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To enable options (as directed in any of the guides),
double click on the specified option in the right-hand

pane, and change the setting to Enabled.

[ Local Group Palicy Editor o= =
File Action View Help
4 ' & Desktop Wallpsper o L= )
.
[} Deskiop Wallpaper Previous Setting | [ NextSetiing |
. Not Configured Comment: , ot
_ Mot
@ Enabled ot
J i
Disabled - Net
Supported on: At least Windows 2000 Mot
Mot
Options: Help: Not
— _. ot
Wallpaper Name: | [Specifies the desktop background (‘wallpaper) | = el
displayed on all users' desktops.
4 E Mot
This setting lets you specify the wallpaper on ot
Example: Using 2 local path: || | users' desktops and p sers from
Chwindows\web\wallpaperihome jpg | | changing the image or its presentation. The
wallpaper you specify can be stored in a bitmap
Exarmple: Using a UNC path: {~.bmg] of JPEG (~jpg file.
\\Server\Share\Corp,jpg
Wallpaper Style | oo _| | To use this setting, type the fully qualified path
ok |[ cancel | apply i
q
11 setting(z)

1.6 You Are Ready to Begin

You made it this far and now you are ready to begin.
As a brief recap, you learned the requirements of
Windows 7, the version to install, and how to install
your chosen version. You also learned about the
Windows Registry and the Group Policy Editor. |
strongly suggest you review the Back up Your Data

chapter, but you are now free to explore the book.
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2.0 Back up Your Data

f you are not familiar with data backup or currently

choose not to back up your files, please read this
chapter. Making changes to your computer brings a
certain level of risk. This risk is alleviated greatly when
you make backups that are timely, complete, and

functional.

If you are one of the lucky people who have never lost
a file on your computer, congratulations; however, this
chapter is definitely for you. If you have lost files
before - yep that’s you - then you should review this

chapter too before you begin.

In this chapter, you’ll learn how to use Backup and
Restore, backup and restore your registry, and how to

recover lost files.
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2.1 Backup and Restore

Backup and Restore - bundled with Windows 7 - is an
excellent tool, which allows you to backup and restore

either your files or an image of your operating system.

2.1.1 Launching Backup and Restore

To launch the Backup and Restore Center, do the

following:

1. Press the Start button and type Backup

‘ |hackup x|
e 5 d

2. Select Backup and Restore

2.1.2 Backing up Your Files
To backup your files, do the following:

1. Click Set up backup...
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"

Back up or restore user and system files

Backup

Windows Backup has not been set up. '&'Set up backup...

2. Windows will now prepare your system for

backup

m i e i e e s =
.

‘@ Configure Backup @

%}y Starting Backup
Please wait while Windows Backup starts

:

3. Choose a backup destination and click Next

Select where you want to save your backup

d that you save your backup on an external hard drive. Guidelines for choosing &

Wi

Backup locations:

Drive Free Space Total Size

ﬁ__@ DVD/CD-RW Drive (D)

4. | recommend you choose your files to backup.
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What do you want to back up?

_ Let Windows choose (recommended)

Windows will back up data files saved in libraries, on the desktop, and in default Windows
folders. Windows will also create a system image, which can be used to restore your
computer if it stops working. These items will be backed up on a regular schedule. How
does Windows choose what files to back up?

You can select libraries and folders and whether to include a system image in the
backup. The items you choose will be backed up on a regular schedule.

5. Select the files you want to backup. You may
include a system image, which will save your
Windows settings as they are. This can be

restored if something goes really wrong.

What do you want to back up?

Select the check box of a library, folder, or drive to include it in the backup. A filled check box
means that not all items in the folder or subfolders will be backed up. Items with cleared check

boxes are not included in the backup.

4 |82, Data Files
[T]82, Back up data for newly created users
4 [V]52, Rich
. Documents Library
4. Music Library
=| Pictures Library
B videos Library
> [¥]Il Additional Data
4 W Computer
4 [z Local Disk (C9)
> [C]J. DRIVERS

= -

»

m

Include a system image

A system image is a copy of the drives required for Windows to run. You can use it to restore

your computer if it stops working.

6. Review your backup settings
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7. Set the frequency of backup

How often do you want to back up?

Files that have changed and new files that have been created since your last backup will be
added to your backup according to the schedule you set below.

[¥]:Run backup on a schedule (recommended):

How often: lWeekjy v]
What day: lSunday v]
What time: (7:00 PM -

8. Windows will now backup your files

Back up or restore user and system files

(.
g Backup is currently in progress...

2.1.3 Restoring Your Files

Launch Backup and Restore and click Restore Files.
Locate the medium your files are stored on and follow
the instructions to get your previously backed up files
back.
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2.2 Back Up and Restore the Registry

Some guides in this book will require you to change
values in your registry. If you make a mistake and
don’t correct it, you may find your computer is not as
functional as it was before. To protect yourself from
any mistakes, you need to backup your registry. To

back up and restore your registry, do the following:

2.2.1 Back up the Registry
To back up the Windows registry, do the following:

1. Press Start and type regedit

||'EgEu:Iit %< |

= o

2. Left click Computer in the left pane

ﬁ Registry Editor
File Edit WView Favorites Help

1M Computer -
> ) HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT
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3. Go to File > Export

ﬁ Registry Editor

File Edit View Favorites Help

a M Conf F
-

e b Export

—

Collapse

Disconnect

4. Save the file (for extra precaution, save the file to

a USB thumb drive)

@’ Export Registry File @

Savein: @ Documents

- @ = E

i MName ’ Date moedified Type

=

Recent Places

Desktop

Libraries

Computer

“
“ 4| i 3
Metwork

- Save

File name: RichsBackup|
v] [ Cancel ]

Mo items match your search.

Registration Files ("reg)

Save as type:
Export range
@ Al
(©) Selected branch
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2.2.2 Restore the Registry

To restore your registry from a backup, do the

following:

1. Press Start and type regedit

|rr:gE|:Iit ® |

e - o

2. Left click Computer in the left pane

ﬁ Registry Editor
File Edit Wiew Favorites Help

448 Computer -
- ) HEEY_CLASSES_ROOT | |

3. Go to File > Import

ﬁ Registry Editor
File | Edit View Favorites Help

Impert...

Fvrnnrt

4. Click your backup file and click open
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Q Import Registry File @
oot | | » Libraries » Documents » v|"| | Search Documents o |
Organize = New folder =~ O -Z@Z-
-« Favorites Document... Arrange by:  Felder ¥ Includes: 2 library locations
Ml Desktop = :
b Downloads Mame Date modified Type
=il Recent Places @ RichsBackup 2/15/2009 5:58 PM  Registr
w7l Libraries =
5 Documents
& Music
=/ Pictures
B videos
M Computer
o i bl < U G
File name: RichsBackup - |Regi:tratmn Files (*.reg) v|
[ Open |VI | Cancel

2.3 Create a System Recovery Disc

If Windows 7 goes wrong, you can attempt a repair, at
boot up, to see if the problem can be fixed. If you
don’t have access to a Windows 7 disc, you can create
a system recovery disc. The system recovery disc
cannot be used to install Windows, but it can be used
to fix common problems that prevent Windows from

booting.

To create a system recovery disc, do the following:
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1. Press the Start buttom

2. Type Backup

Il
| backup » |

@ - O

3. Select Backup and Restore

4. In the left column, click Create a system

recovery disc

{ :;D |'E’9 <« System and Security |

Control Panel Home

'@' Create an image backup .

I@ Create a system recovery disc |

5. Select your DVD drive and click Create disc
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" Create a system repair disc El =] @
Select a CD/OVD drive and insert a blank disc into the drive
A system repair disc can be used to boot your computer. It also contains Windows
system recovery tools that can help you recover Windows from a serious error or
restore your computer from a system image.
Drive:

6. Wait for the disc to burn

7. Test the disc by rebooting your PC with the disc
in the drive. Boot from the optical drive and

ensure the disc works.

8. Save the recovery disc in a safe place

2.4 Recovering Lost Data on Your Drive

If you lose your data, be sure to check the recycle bin
first. If there are no files in the recycle bin, there is still
hope. Even though your files are deleted, the data may
still be recoverable because the reference to the file

has simply been deleted and not the data itself. As
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long as your file has not been overwritten, you have a

chance at recovery.

After trying many file recovery programs, I’ve decided

Recuva is by far the best.

Recuva (pronounced “recover”) is a freeware Windows
utility to restore files that have been accidentally
deleted from your computer. This includes files
emptied from the Recycle bin as well as images and
other files that have been deleted by user error from
digital camera memory cards or MP3 players. It will
even bring back files that have been deleted by bugs,

crashes and viruses!


http://www.recuva.com/download
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3.0 Security

One of the most important ways to protect
yourself, when you are using your computer, is to
be in control of security. There are so many threats out
there that it is important to be proactive and protect

your computer.

In this chapter, you will learn how to choose an anti-
virus program, how to take ownership of your files,
how to encrypt your sensitive data, and how to protect
your privacy in Windows Media Player 11. There is so
much you can do to protect yourself, but these guides
should help you gain more control and help you know

how to make good choices when using your computer.
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3.1 Choose an Anti-virus Program

To protect yourself, you must have an anti-virus
program. A virus is designed to disrupt the normal
operation of your PC and can be costly: both in your
time and repairs that need to be made to recover your

system.

Microsoft currently supplies a list of all vendors whose

software works with Windows 7. Of the current

software, | recommend AVG.

3.2 Add Take Ownership to Context Menu

Many folders in 7 are protected from changes and

require administrative approval to change every time.
Sometimes this can become tedious, so I've created a
registry hack you can use to take ownership of select

files.

1. Download TakeOwnership.zip

2. Add Take Ownership to your context menu by
merging (double click) InstallTakeOwnership.reg
into your windows registry


http://www.microsoft.com/windows/antivirus-partners/windows-7.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/antivirus-partners/windows-7.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/antivirus-partners/windows-7.aspx
http://mintywhite.com/images/techtips/0804/10takeowner/TakeOwnership.zip
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Remove Take Ownership from your context menu by
merging RemoveTakeOwnership.reg into your registry.

3.3 Encrypt your USB/HDD Data

Do you have data on your USB drive that could be
accessed by someone if they found your key drive? Do
you have sensitive data that you need to protect, but
don’t want to pay for expensive software? TrueCrypt
was designed for you and in this section you’ll learn

how to use it.

This guide is written for TrueCrypt 4.3a, but newer

versions should operate in a similar fashion.

| will refer the media as a “USB key drive” throughout
this tutorial. If you are encrypting your hard disk drive,
simply replace this phrase with “hard disk drive” - the

procedure is identical.

Final word: do not encrypt the entire drive your OS is
stored on. You may encrypt parts of the drive, but not

system files.
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3.3.1 Download TrueCrypt

1.

2.

Download TrueCrypt

Run the installer

. When prompted, select Extract and click Next

. Extract the files to your USB key drive in a folder

named TrueCrypt

TrueCrypt.exe truecrypt.sys truecrypt-ubd. sys TrueCrypt
Format.exe

You can delete other files in the directory if you wish.
Ensure you keep the following four files as depicted in
the above figure.

3.3.2 Encrypt part of your USB drive

1.

2.

Run TrueCrypt.exe

Once loaded, select a drive letter that will
become the encrypted volume (the drive letter of
your USB drive won’t change - but will show as
two different drive letters when you complete
this tutorial)

. Press Create Volume. Your USB drive will still

keep its letter (i.e. “R”), but it will be split into


http://www.truecrypt.org/downloads.php

7 POCKET GUIDE |50
Security

two virtual drives (so the encrypted data will
appear as a “W” drive in Computer after you
finish the setup.)

4. Now select Create a standard TrueCrypt volume
and click Next

5. The next screen will ask you where you want to
store the volume. Save a file named Container in
the Truecrypt folder on your USB thumb drive
and click Next

6. Select the size of the encrypted volume (|
suggest you use 1/2 the size of the drive)

7. Create a secure password
8. Now select Format and your Container will form

9. After a confirmation message, click Exit

3.3.3 Verify Your Encrypted Drive Works

1. Go to your Computer and look for a “W” (or letter
you chose) drive. It’s not there; good news!

2. Open TrueCrypt

3. Select the drive letter you chose in the previous
steps
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4. Click Select File and find your Container you
created
5. Click Mount

6. Type in your password and press OK and your
volume will mount

7. Go to Computer and your drive will be there

When you are done, go back to TrueCrypt and select
Dismount. Congratulations, you now have your data
encrypted on your USB drive.

3.4 Maximize Privacy: Windows Media
Player 11

Personally, | like to ensure maximum privacy when
using my computer. There are many programs that
gather and send data; however, | will focus on Windows
Media Player 11 because this is bundled with Windows
7. This section will show you how to ensure maximum

privacy in WMP11.



7 POCKET GUIDE |52
Security

3.4.1 Configuring Privacy When Setting up WMP11
for the First Time

To configure privacy settings, when setting up WMP11
for the first time, do the following:

1. Click on the Windows Media Player icon on the
Superbar

2. Select Custom Settings and click Next

| 4
4 Windows Media Player @

Welcome to Windows Media Player

& i
Choose the initial settings for Windows Media Player. You can change these settings in the Player later.

(7' Recommended settings

Make Windows Media Flayer the default program for playing media, automatically get media
information and usage rights online, and send usage data from the Player to Microsoft.

(@ Custom settings
Customize privacy, playback, and online store settings.

Usage data will be sent to Microsoft if you use recommended settings, but the information will not be used to
identify or contact you.

To learn more about Recommended settings, read the Privacy Statement online.
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3. Adjust the privacy options accordingly. Review
the screenshot, below, for my recommendations.
Click Next

I A Windows Media Player @ I
~— .. Select Privacy Options

Privacy Options Privacy Statement

Enhanced Playback Experience
[T] Display media information from the Internet

[ Update music files by retrieving media information from the Internet

[ Download usage rights automatically when I play or sync a file
Note: Mediz information that is refrieved may not be in your Bngusge.
Enhanced Content Provider Services

[ 5end unique Player ID to content providers

Click Cookies to view or change privacy settings that affect cookies

Windows Media Player Customer Experience Improvement Program

History
Store and display a list of recently/ffrequently played:

[ Music [TPictures [ Video [[]Radio [T Playlists

(e ] [(wes

l@l More information about these privacy options

4. Choose whether or not to make Windows Media
Player your default media player. Click Finish
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I 4 Windows Media Player (= I
3, Select the Default Music and Video Player

e~

How do you want to use Windows Media Player?

(@) Make Windows Media Player the default music and video player

() Choose the file types that Windows Media Player will play

Your privacy is now protected when viewing and
listening to media.

3.4.2 Configuring Privacy after WMP11 is Set Up

To configure privacy settings, after WMP11 is already
set up, do the following:

1. Click on the Windows Media Player icon on the
Superbar

B2 . 0o

2. On the Windows Media Player screen, Press the
ALT key, and click Tools > Options...
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[Z] Windows Media Player
C‘Hr 1 » Library » Music » All Music
File 3
Or Niew 5 Fyllst -
Play »
Tools » Download
Help * Apply Media Information Chang
4
Menu bar Ctrl+M Plug-ins
s Options...
i) Genre

3. Under the Privacy tab, configure your privacy
settings. Review the screenshot, below, for my
recommendations. Click OK
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Opticns @
Player I Rip Music I Devices I Bum | Performance

|-

Lbrary | Plugins | Privacy | Secuity | DVD | Network
% Spedfy privacy settings

Read the privacy statement online

Enhanced Playback and Device Experience

[ Display media information from the Internet

[ update music files by retrieving media info from the Internet
[ Download usage rights automatically when I play or sync a file
Automatically chedk if protected files need to be refreshed
Set dodk on devices automatically

Enhanced Content Provider Services g
[] send unigue Player ID to content providers

Click Cookies to view or change privacy settings
that affect cookies. Eoglies.
Windows Media Player Customer Experience Improvement Program
I want to help make Microsoft software and services even better by
sending Player usage data to Microsoft.
History
Store and display a list of recent/ffrequently played:

[ Music [7] video [ Playlists Clear History

[T Pictures [ radio

Clear caches for CDs, DVDs, and devices., Clear Caches

[ ok || camesl || ppi Help

Your privacy is now protected when viewing and
listening to media.
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4.0 Windows 7’s New
Features

Windows 7 is packed with a whole host of new
features. In this chapter, we’ll take a look at
some of these new features and how they can help you
work more efficiently on your computer. While this is
not an exhaustive break down of each feature, my
hope is to both bring awareness of what Windows 7
has to offer and inspire you to make the most of what

is on offer.

Some of these features, and others, are explained in
more detail laterin this book.
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4.1 Libraries

Libraries are special folders, which aggregate your
current media folders into one. For example: if you
have three video folders (e.g. Movies, TV Shows, and
Camera Videos), you can merge them into one, and
have quick access to all your files at once. Public
folders will also be merged into your files so your
whole network can have seamless access to public
files. This feature is particularly useful if you have a
home media server and want to access the media on

the server without navigating to mapped drives.

Figure 1 shows the Libraries view, which gives you
quick access to your documents, music, pictures,

videos, and more.

l\v/”\.__/l |_,.J v Libraries » v|¢.?| | Search
Organize « MNew library
¥ Favorites =) Documents J\] Music
Bl Desktop I - 7ran Horar
¥ Downloads — . R
= Pictures Videos
=l Recent Places ‘L L iar Librar

' Live Search

Figure 1: Windows 7’s libraries
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Figure 2 shows an example of a library, which contains
two different folders. A library can contain many

folders from different locations including network

locations.
Documents Iibr'ar'y Arrange by:  Folder ¥ Includes: 2 library locations
Name : Date modified Type Size
@ RichsBackup 2/15/2009 5:59 PM Registration Entries 75,940 KB

Figure 2: Libraries can contain many different folders

4.2 AeroSnap and AeroPeek

AeroSnap and AeroPeek are two features, which help
you work more efficiently in Windows 7. Both features
work well with Aero enabled; however, AeroSnap will

work regardless of Aero running.
4.2.1 AeroSnap

AeroSnap is used to “dock” your windows to a side of
the screen. If you’ve ever wanted to compare two
windows side by side, this is the feature you’ve been

waiting for.
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Simply drag the window you are using to the left or
right hand side of the screen. The window will then
“snap” to that side of the screen, as shown in figure 3.

You can also drag a window to the top of the screen to

maximize it.

w - ‘ http://mintywhite.com/tech/about/

| | Windows Foru.. l" Competitions |... |& About | Wi... X |1
Previous  Mext |m Opti

ons v | T matches

d set up connections

ae e See full map

Internet
Connect or disconnect

Access type: Local only
Connections: @ Local Area Connection

XP. Learn how to custol

you customize Windows Vista or

hoc, or VPN connection; or set up a router or access hance usability. Join the community and learn more.

wife and | decided to start websites. We both thought

dial-up, or VPN network connection. own website since | was 15. I've really enjoyed the expe

that have been here from the start, I'm sure you’ll agree

hir ma ac =2 hahba —it'c far fram narfact — cnif unn find an

Figure 3: AeroSnap “snaps” your windows to screen edges
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4.2.2 AeroPeek

AeroPeek helps you take a “peek” at your desktop by
moving the mouse to the bottom, right-hand side of
the screen. This feature helps you regain focus. Figure
4 shows an example of AeroPeek in action.

Figure 4: AeroPeek lets you “peek” at your desktop
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4.3 Federated Search

Federated search is used to search
_ ) beyond the scope of your PC. Based upon
whipdne | OpenSearch and RSS, you may search
@u==ies  'emote repositories. You can create your
own connectors, which is very easy
because of the standard format used by OpenSearch.
Figure 5 shows the Live Search connector after
installation; you can now use Live Search directly from

Windows Explorer.

ol |;f » Rich » Searches » Live Search v|‘-’| Sear
Organize =
[ Favorites Vs S Live S
garcn Live >earch.
Ml Desktop ’
¥ Downloads <
¥ Search Connector @
=il Recent Places
# Live Search .:0:. This Search Connector was successfully
= added to Windows.
= Libraries R .
A shortcut was added to your Windows favorites,
D Documents
& Music
= Pictures
i Videos X X
| & This Search Connector will send searches to
http://search.live.com
M Computer

Figure 5: Use Federated Search connectors
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4.4 Improvements in User Account
Control

One of Windows Vista’s most criticized features is User
Account Control (UAC.) Things need to be simple when
using your computer and UAC seemingly added a new
level of complexity that rarely helped the average user.
Yes, asking a user if they want to take a specific action
does add a level of security; however, if the useris
clicking yes to everything, then this level of security
becomes more of a stumbling block.

Microsoft listened to the user and has greatly improved
UAC. For example: the default user in Windows 7 (the
one you set up when you installed Windows) has the
setting enabled whereby self-made changes to
Windows settings do not need a prompt. However,
changes made by programs still need approval. Figure
6 shows the details of this setting. Note the only
warnings are given when changes to the computer are

requested by the software you run on it.
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Default - Notify me only when programs try to make
changes to my computer

= Don't notify me when I make changes to Windows
settings

llj Recommended if you use familiar programs and visit
familiar websites

Figure 6: Default UAC Setting

To access UAC settings, do the following:

1. Press the Start button, type UAC, and click on
Change User Account Control Settings

Currently, there are four options are offered when
deciding on the level of security set by UAC. These
options are range from Never notify to Always notify.

Microsoft isn’t the only one that made changes; other
companies have built their software to work with UAC
so there will be much less compatibility issues by the
time Windows 7 rolls around.
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4.5 BitLocker To Go and Biometric

BitLocker encrypts your drives so others cannot access
them without a password. Two new and exciting
features in Windows 7 are BitLocker To Go and
BitLocker Biometric. The following is an explanation of

both of these features:

4.5.1 BitLocker To Go

BitLocker To Go encrypts the data on your portable
media. With an increasing number of key drives at our
disposal, loss of sensitive data is becoming more of a
threat. In this guide, you’ll learn how to encrypt your
thumb drive with BitLocker To Go, how to verify the
data is encrypted and how to remove encryption from

your drive.

4.5.1.1 Encrypting Your Thumb Drive
To encrypt your thumb drive, do the following:

1. Plug your thumb drive into a USB port
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2. Click the Start button, type BitLocker, and click
on BitLocker Drive Encryption

3. Next to your thumb drive, click Turn on BitLocker

BitLocker Drive Encryption - Hard Disk Drives
f"l'_ C: 'E‘_.;' Turn On BitLocker

p” Off

BitLocker Drive Encryption - BitLocker To Go

Feera RICH (E:} Turn Off BitLocker
"===._fb"’
Encrypting Manage BitLocker

4. If your thumb drive is compatible, BitLocker will

prepare it for encryption

W W BitLocker Drive Encryption (E)

Starting BitLocker

Please wait while BitLocker initializes the drive.

/1, Do not remove your drive during BitLocker setup,

Cancel




7 POCKET GUIDE | 68

7 Features

5. Choose a password and click continue

u e BitLocker Drive Encryption (E:)

Choose how you want to unlock this drive

Use a password to unlock the drive
Type your password twice: It

LAl L L] 3

Tips for creating a strong password

[ Use my smart card to unlock the drive !

You will need to insert your smart card, The smart card PIN will be
required when you unlock the drive.,

I How do I use these options?

[ MNext ][ Cancel
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6. Either save your recovery key (used if you forget

your password) or print a copy of it out

=

@ Ly# BitLocker Drive Encryption (E:)

How do you want to store your recovery key?

If you forget your password or lose your smartcard, you can use your
recovery key to access your drive,

We recommended that you save your recovery key to a file and print it.

% Save the recovery key to a file i

< Print the recovery key

iﬂl Some settings are managed by your systermn administrator.

What is a recovery key?




7 POCKET GUIDE |70

7 Features

7. If you save the file, ensure the file is stored

somewhere safe

- 4| m

1 =RlFE051854-1138-421 5-AD35-904 225BBEEDF

itype: [Tm Files

rs Save [

8. Click Next

[ Mext ][ Cancel
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9. Confirm your chosen settings and password and

click Start Encrypting

=3

@ Ly BitLocker Drive Encryption (E:)

Encrypt the drive

The selected drive is E:

You will be able to unlock this drive on computers running Windows using:

Encryption might take a while depending on the size of the drive,

If your drive is removable, do not remove the drive while encryption is in
progress.

Until encryption is complete your files will not be protected.

[ Start Encrypting ll Cancel

10. Yourdrive will now be encrypted

Starting encryption

—

/0y Do not remove your drive until encryption begins.
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11. If you have a large thumb drive, this may take

a long time
P UlivEes

BitLocker Drive Encryption orized access to any files
o use the computer
Encrypting... use your files.

otion before I turn it on?
Drive E:11% Completed

¥ Turn On BitLocker

/1 Pause encryption before removing the drive orfiles on
the drive could be damaged.

e Al oo o
""::ff)? RICH (E:) Turn Off BitLocker
Encrypting Manage BitLocker

4.5.1.2 Verifying Your Data is Encrypted

When protecting your data or anything you own, it is
important to ensure the protection actually works. |
took my thumb drive out of the Windows Seven
machine and putitina Vista machine. You should do

the following too, to ensure your data is protected.

Please note: If you check the drive in an older version

of Windows, you will need either XP SP3 or Vista SP1 or



73|7 POCKET GUIDE

7 Features

above to read the encrypted drive. Other operating
systems will recognize the drive as an unformatted

drive.
To verify your data is protected, do the following:

1. Put your thumb drive in another PC and try to
open the files. You should see a BitLocker setup
file, which shows BitLockeris notinstalled on
the computer you’re testing on. If you have
BitLocker installed on the machine, you will be

prompted for a password (see the next step.)

By Organize ~ ws  * (@ Burn

2. If you have BitLockerinstalled on the PC you are
testing on, you will be prompted foryour

password
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u Ly# BitLocker Drive Encryption (E:) I

This drive is protected by BitLocker Drive Encryption

Type your password to unlock this drive

"EERRRRY f

[C] Show password characters as | type them

[ Automatically unlock on this computer from now on

!
Why do | have to unlock the drive?

3. Enteryour password to get to your data

4.5.1.3 Removing BitLocker Encryption

If you would like to decrypt your drive, do the
following:

1. Plug your thumb drive into a USB port

2. Click the Start button, type BitLocker, and click
on BitLocker Drive Encryption
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3. Next to your thumb drive, click Turn Off
BitLocker, and click Decrypt Drive

stored on the drives shown below. You are able to use the computer
fa

e
e BitLocker Drive Encryption =] s
W . or

Turn Off BitLocker 2

Bitt  our drive will be decrypted. This may take censiderable time, Vou can moniter
m|  thestatus of your drive decryption.

Decrypt Drive ” Cancel

BitLocker Drive Encrypticn - BitLocker To Ge
'5.-:;_"!_F' 7 RICH (E:) Turn Off BitLocker

Encrypting Manage BitLocker

4. This will take some time
BitLocker Drive Encryption - BitLocker To Go
L,”,,, RICH (E:}

1 Decrypting

5. Yourdrive is no longer encrypted

Now you are familiar with Windows 7’s built-in feature,

which helps you protect your data.
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4.5.2 BitLocker Biometric

BitLocker Biometric protects your computer via
fingerprint credentials. If you don’t currently have a
fingerprint scanner on your laptop, | am sure, by now,
you’'ve seen someone with a laptop that does this.
BitLocker Biometric provides native support for logon
authentication for Windows and also comes with an API
that software vendors can use to protect access to
programs. Expect to see more and more programs
using this feature. Figure 7 shows a list of biometric

devices attached to your computer.

Manage biometric devices

You can use a fingerprint reader to log on to Windows. Some programs also offer features that work with
biometrics.

Biometric Devices

UPEK Enrolled Manage your fingerprint data

@ TouchChip Fingerprint Coprocessar ..
Properties

Figure 7: List of Biometric devices

You can assign any finger when enrolling a biometric

device as shown in figure 8.
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Click a button over a finger to start enrollment.

Close

Figure 8: Assign a finger to your biometric device

BitLocker biometric looks to be an exciting feature that
will become more integral to our computing habits in

the near future.

4.6 The Windows HomeGroup

Setting up a home network can, at times, be
complicated. In the past, Windows XP and Vista haven’t
done a great job at guiding you through the setup

process. As the average household houses more than
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one computer these days (no source, but I’m just
assuming this is the case), home networking is
becoming more of a mainstream need. With PCs
running Windows 7, a home network is easier to setup
and a lot more useful. HomeGroup makes it easier to
connect to other computers and devices on a wireless
home network, so you can share files, photos, music,
printers, and more throughout your home network.
HomeGroup is strictly a feature of Windows 7, so you'll
need to have at least two PCs running Windows 7. Once
you've set up a HomeGroup, you can use the Network
and Sharing Center to choose what you share with

other HomeGroup members.

4.6.1 Setting up Your HomeGroup

Figure 9 shows the location specification of the current
network you are connected to. When you select Home
as your network, Windows will start modifying settings

to enable resource sharing.
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Select a location for the- network

This computer is connected to a network, Windows will autermatically apply the correct
network settings based on the network's location.

Home network

["l L.'J Choose this for a home or similar location. You can participate in a hemegroup,
T and you can see other network computers.

Cennecting to your network and applying settings...

Figure 9: Selecting the location of your network

After Windows prepares your network, you will be
asked to decide what you want to share on the
network. Choose from Pictures, Documents, Printers,
Music, and Videos (Figure 10.) When you click Create
Now, your network will be set up appropriately with

the choices you made (Figure 11.)
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Create a homegroup to share libraries and devices in your home

A homegroup links computers on your home network so that you can share pictures, music,
videos, decuments, and printers. The homegroup is protected with a password, and you'll always
be able to choose what you share with the group.

Tell me more about homegroups

Select the libraries and devices you want to share with your homegroup:

Pictures [T Documents
B -

Music Printers 1 g
| -
7] Videos | )

[ Create now ][ Cancel ]

Figure 10: Selecting shared items for your HomeGroup

Create a homegroup to share libraries and devices in your home

A homegroup links computers on your home network so that you can share pictures, music,
videos, documents, and printers, The homegroup is protected with a password, and you'll always
be able to choose what you share with the group.

Tell me more about hemegroups

Figure 11: Windows prepares your HomeGroup for you
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Now your HomeGroup is neary set up. All you need is
the password, which allows other computers, running
Windows 7, to connect to your HomeGroup. Figure 12
shows the screen where you are given your password.
You can view this password whenever you need by
going to the Network and Sharing Center.

Use this password to add other computers to your homegroup

Before you can access files and printers located on other computers, add those computers to your
hemegroup. You'll need the following password.

Write down this password:

Print password and instructicns

If you ever forget your homegroup password, you can view it in the Network and Sharing Center in
Control Panel,

How can other computers join my homegroup?

Figure 12: Your HomeGroup password
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4.6.2 Joining Your HomeGroup with Another PC

Now you've set up your HomeGroup, you may join
other computers to it. To join your current

HomeGroup, go to your second PC and do the

following:

1. Connect to the same network (wireless or wired)

the HomeGroup is set up on.

2. You will be prompted to join the HomeGroup.
Click Join Now

Do you want to join a homegroup?

"I'.' _has created a homegroup on your network.

A homegroup links computers on your home network so that you can

share pictures, music, videos, documents, and printers. The homegroupis | &‘
protected with a password, and you'll always be able to choose whatyou || £ -
share with the group.

—
—
| -
Tell me more about hemegroups f‘ >

Change advanced sharing settings

I Jain now H Cancel

3. Type inyour HomeGroup password

Type your homegroup password

A password helps prevent unauthorized access to homegroup files and printers. You can get the
password from the person who set up your hemegroup.

Where can [ find the hemegroup password?

Type the password:
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4. Now you can decide what you would like to share
on the HomeGroup

_ has created a homegroup that you can join

A homegroup links computers on your heme network so that you can share pictures, music,
videos, documents, and printers. The homegroup is protected with a password, and you'll always
be able to choose what you share with the group.

Tell me more about homegroups

Select the libraries and devices you want to share with your homegroup:

[¥] Pictures [7] Documents
'hl:z‘n‘ -
Music Printers 1
I| - =
| 4~
[¥] Videos ;
S~

[ Join now J[ Cancel ]

5. After sharing your files, you are now part of the
HomeGroup

You have joined the homegroup

You can begin accessing files and printers shared by other people in the homegroup.

How can [ access files and printers on other computers?
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4.6.3 Accessing Files Shared on the HomeGroup

To access files shared on your HomeGroup, do the

following:
1. Open Windows Explorer (Winkey+E)

2. In the left-hand pane, you should now see your
HomeGroup files. Click on the links to access the

shared data.

. Libraries
& Documents
o Music
b= | Pictures
E Videos

52 Homegrou

c| Docurments
o' Music

= Pictures
E Videos
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4.7 Device Stage

Device Stage is a new technology that helps you
interact with any compatible device connected to your
computer. Device Stage lets you see device status and

run common tasks. This a current list of products that

take advantage of Device Stage.

Device stage is designed to take the pain out of adding
new devices to your computer and have them working
almost instantly. Many people wonder why it is so hard
to recognize a device plugged into a machine. Simply
put, Windows cannot interact with all these devices
instantly because they all work differently; Windows
needs drivers for these devices to communicate with
them propery. Device stage will install drivers when
you plug a new device in or go out to Windows Update
to get the necessary files. | am very impressed with
Device stage. | plugged in my LG TV and not only did it
recognize it as such, but it changed my resolution to
the TV’s native resolution of 1920 x 1080 without my

clicking the mouse once.


http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/devices.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/devices.aspx

7 POCKET GUIDE | 86

7 Features

Essentially, device stage should alleviate the need for
bulky third-party applications that were required, in the
past, to access your devices.

4.8 Action Center

Windows Action Center is an improved version of
Vista’s Security Center. The action center alerts you to
problems with your PC and lets you know how you can
resolve them. Notifications are delivered through the

notification area (Figure 13.)

W% 1 important message
\ &Y 2 total messages

Find an antivirus program online (Important)

Change Windows Update settings

Open Action Center

Figure 13: Action Center notifications
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Figure 14 shows the action center, which gives you

alerts about virus protection settings, Windows update,
and more.

(E=8He =)

Search Control Panel £l

U\J [P+ Control Panel » System and Security » Action Center [ 4]

]
Cantrol Panel Home ‘ N
Review recent messages and resolve problems

Change Action, Center sefings Action Center has detected one or more issues for you to review.
User Account Control settings

View archived messages Security

. <

View performance information
Virus protection (Important)

Find a program online
Windows did not find antivirus software on this computer.

Turn off messages about virus protection

Windows Update

Windows Update is set to check with you before downloading and [ Change settings..

instelling updates.

Turn off messages about Windaws Update

Maintenance

. <

Ifyou don't see your problem listed, try one of these:

.
Seealso Troubleshooting ) Recovery
Backup and Restore A Find and fix problems [b«&

Restore your computer to an
earlier time
Windows Update

Windows Program
Compatibility Treubleshooter

Figure 14: The Windows Action Center

The Action Center deals with both security and
maintenance.
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4.8.1 Action Center - Security

The security section of the Action Center deals with
antivirus and spyware protection, firewall settings,
UAC, and more. This is your one-stop solution to
ensuring your computeris secure. Figure 15 shows the

settings that are monitored.

Metwark firewall On

ﬁ Windows Firewall is actively protecting your computer.

Windows Update Mot automatic

Windows Update is set to check with you before downleading and installing updates.

Virus protection Mot found

Windows did not find antivirus software on this computer.

Spyware and unwanted software protection On

e Windows Defender is actively protecting your computer,

Internet security settings oK

All Internet security settings are set to their recommended levels,

User Account Control On
UAC will netify when programs try to make changes to the computer,

Adjust UAC settings

Metwork Access Protection Off
Metwork Access Protection Agent service is not running

What is Metwork Access Protection?

Figure 15: Action Center - Security alerts
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4.8.2 Action Center - Maintenance

In a similar fashion to the security section, the Action
Center also ensures your computer is maintained and
deals with backup, updates, and more. Figure 16
shows the areas the Maintenance section is responsible

for.

Maintenance &)

Check for selutions to preblem reports On

Check for solutions | Privacy policy | Settings | View system history

Windows Backup Mot set up

B Set up backup

Check for updates Mo Action Meeded
Windows Update does not require any action,

Help

Troubleshooting: System Maintenance Mo action needed
Windows is actively checking your systern for maintenance problems.

Change troubleshooting settings

Figure 16: Action Center - Maintenance alerts
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4.8.3 Action Center - Troubleshooting

One great feature bundled with the Action Center is
troubleshooting. If you are having problems with your
computer, open the troubleshooting component and
Windows will run tests to determine why the problem

exists and how it can be fixed.

To test the troubleshooter, | decided to let Windows
find out why | cannot run Aero. To troubleshoot a

problem, apply the following steps:

1. Press the Start button, type action, and click on

Action Center

‘ |a|:ti|:n| x|

2. Scroll down and click on Troubleshooting

Troubleshooting
= Find and fix problems
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3. Locate the issue you are having (in this case

Display Aero desktop effects)

Appearance and Personalization
'&' Display Aerc desktop effects

4. Windows will now determine why you are having

the problem

o) H| Aere

Detecting problems

Cancel
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5. In this case, Windows determined | need to

update my drivers

&5 & Aero

Update the driver for your video card

The current video card may support Aerc if the video card driver that is compliant with the
Windows Display Driver Medel (WDDM). Centact the video card vendor for the latest WDDM-
compliant driver for the video card,

Update video card driver

6. Windows may continue to detect problems

=)
\-..-/ & Aero

Detecting additional problems

Checking video card driver settings..,

Cancel
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7. Windows has found the exact problem: my

graphics card (a generic VMWare card) is not
compatible with Aero

(&) & Aero

Troubleshooting could not fix the problem

Problems found

Video card driver doesn't support Aero effects Mot fixed 23

< Explore additional options

< Close the troubleshooter

View detailed information

Cancel

The Action Centeris greatand a move in the right
direction. Computers will never completely fix

themselves, but letting you know what the problem is
helps greatly.
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4.9 Internet Explorer 8

Internet Explorer 8 is Microsoft’s latest web browser,
which comes packed with many new features. Below is
an explanation of how to get IE8 up and running and a

breakdown of some of the best features.

4.9.1 Configuring IE8 for the First Time

When you first launch IE8, you are presented with some
questions. I’'ve put together a simple step by step and

explanation of the initial setup as follows:

1. Click on IE8 on the Superbar
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2. You will see the initial setup screen. Click Next

Set Up Windows Internet Explorer 8

==

Welcome to Internet Explorer 8

Internet Explorer 8 helps you use the Internet even faster than before.

New features like search suggestions retrieve information as you type,

and Accelerators let you preview online services just by pointing your
mouse at them.

Learn about these new features and how to manage their settings

Read the Internet Explorer Privacy Statement online

[ Net |[ Askmeloter |

Choose whether you want suggested sites or not

Set Up Windows Internet Explorer &

)

Turn on Suggested Sites

Do you want to discover websites you might like based on websites
you've visited?

2 Yes, turn on Suggested Sites
@ No, don'tturn on

Suggested Sites is an online service that uses your browsing history to make personalized
wehsite suggestions. You can turn off Suggested Sites at any time,

Read the Internet Explorer Privacy Statement online

[ Back |[ met || cance
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4. | recommend choosing Custom Settings

Set Up Windows Internet Explorer 8 @

p-

Choose your settings

Before you get started, do you want to:

! Use express settings
Search provider: Live Search
Accelerators: Blog with Windows Live, Map with Live Search, E-mail with Windows Live,
Translate with Live Search
Smart Screen Filter: Enabled
Compatibility View: Use updates

@ Choose custom settings
Review and modify each setting individually.

Read the Internet Explorer Privacy Statement online

l Back ][ Mext ll Cancel ]

5. If you want a custom provider, select Show me a
webpage after setup to choose more search

providers

Set Up Windows Internet Explorer 8 @

(/=

Choose a default search provider

Search providers enable you to search for information on the Internet.
Your current default search provider is: Live Search

) Keep my current default search provider

@ Show me 2 webpage after setup to choose more search providers

Read the Internet Explorer Privacy Statement online

[ Beck ][ Net ][ cance
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6. If you want to set up more accelerators, select
Show me a webpage after setup to choose

more Accelerators

Set Up Windows Internet Explorer 8 @

f Choose your Accelerators

Use Accelerators with text selected from a webpage to quickly map
addresses, define words and moare.

Tell me about Accelerators

) Keep my current Accelerators:
Blog with Windows Live, Map with Live Search, E-mail with Windows Live, Translate with
Live Search

@ Show me a webpage after setup to choose more Accelerators

) Turn off all Accelerators that are included with Internet Explorer

Read the Internet Explorer Privacy Statement online [ Back ]l Nest ][ _ I

7. Smart Screen Filter helps protect you from

malicious websites

Set Up Windows Internet Explorer 8 @

Turn on SmartScreen Filter

SmartScreen Filter can help pratect you from malicious software,
fraudulent websites, and online phishing scams.
& @ Turn on SmartScreen Filter (recommended)

Some website addresses will be sent to Microsoft to be checked. Information received
will not be used to persenally identify you.

5 Turn off SmartScreen Filter
Website addresses will net be sent to Microsoft unless you choose to check them.

Read the Internet Explorer Privacy Statement online

[ Back ][ Mext ][ Cancel
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8. You can choose to use compatibility updates.
These updates make websites, designed for

older browsers, look better.

Set Up Windows Internet Explorer 8 @

@ Compatibility Settings

Do you want to use Compatibility View updates?
® Yes, Iwant to use updates

2 No, Idon't want to use updates

Compatibility View helps make websites designed for older browsers look better in
Internet Explorer 8. You can stop using Compatibility View updates at any time.

Read the Internet Explorer Privacy Statement online

1 Back H Finish H Cancel

9. Click Finish and you are ready to go

4.9.2 Web Slices

Web slices are used to save ‘snippets’ of your favorite
web pages and show you just the parts you want to
see. These can be really useful when you follow some

websites that are updated frequently. See the selection
of Web Slices here.



http://www.ieaddons.com/en/webslices/
http://www.ieaddons.com/en/webslices/
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An example of a Webslice: MSN News Slideshow

E ’@ http vwamsn.com/rss/ie8_slideshow.aspx

s | = [é MSN Slideshow v] £ | Suggested Sites v @& | Get More Add-ons v

ideshow
What a Mess! Objects
Around Earth Stack Up
Artist's rendition shows
: 12,000 pieces of space
N Slide: junk, satellites & mere
2 Debris falling in Texas could
are viey be frem satellite collision
imon Fe¢
ed inInt
Subscriby
Slidesl

> 4

4.9.3 Accelerators

Accelerators help you perform common tasks, such as

online search and mapping, with ease. Download

accelerators here and install the ones you want to use.

Then, when you are browsing, simply highlight some
text and click the accelerator arrow to perform a task.



http://www.ieaddons.com/en/accelerators/
http://www.ieaddons.com/en/accelerators/
http://www.ieaddons.com/en/accelerators/
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&5 Blog with Windows Live
() E-mail with Windows Live
&ﬂ' Map with Live Search

E7  Search with Live Search
gy Translate with Live Search

All Accelerators k

| 100

es

Adding new accelerators is easy; select the accelerator

you want and click Add.

o

&

Ad Sccelerator E

Do you want to add this Accelerator?

Mame: "Share on Faceboolk”
From: www ieaddons.com
Destingtion:  www facebook .com
Categorny: Share Accelerstor

[ Make this my default provider for this Accelerator Categony

| Ad || Cancel

-

Accelerator names can be misleading. Only add Accelerators from
websites you trust.
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4.9.4 Quick Tabs

Quick tabs show you all currently open tabs at a glance
to help you select the page you need.

- & About | Windo... | & Windows Tool... | & Windows Foru... | & Competitions |... | & Best Windo... X 2 v B v @ v Pagev Safetyv Too

About | Windows Tools, Help & Guides X Windows Teols, Help & Guides | Seven, ... X Windows Forums « Index page x

4.9.5 Improved Search

Search has been greatly improved, with smart

suggestions and even inline search - a feature I've
taken for granted in Firefox.

Enteryour query in the search bar and receive

customized results and suggestions depending on the
current search engine in use.
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|| L~
Live Search Suggestions
windows tools
E History
B Windows Tools, Help & Guides | Seven, Vista,..
I

| Find..

Inline search helps you find the key phrases you are
looking for, without the hassle of a pop-up search box.

% Find: | windows | Previous Next |@Optmns ¥ | 7 matches

Enter e-mail address

nsavers 2R Wallpaper

Windows
Windows Guides is designed to help you customize Windows Vista or XP. Learn how to customize @Abuut
looks, improve performance, and enhance usability. Join the community and learn more.

& Announce

4.9.6 InPrivate Browsing

InPrivate Browsing helps prevent Internet Explorer from
storing data about your browsing session. This

includes cookies, temporary Internet files, history, and



103|7 POCKET GUIDE

7 Features

other data. Toolbars and extensions are disabled by

default.
"_E Best Windows Freebies and Guides 10 [January 2009] | Best of

@U L m& http://mintywhite.com/tech/be

4.9.7 Automatic Crash Recovery

If IE8 crashes while you are using it, you won’t lose
your current tabs; IE8 recovers your browsing session

automatically.

-

Windows Internet Explorer @

Your last browsing session closed unexpectedly

< Restore your last session
Recpens all tabs that were cpen when your browser
closed,

= Go to your home page




7 POCKET GUIDE | 104

7 Features

4.10 Geographic Location

Many programs in Windows 7, such as Firefox, will
utilize your geographic location. This location will be
used in a variety of ways including letting people know
where you are when you send emails and take pictures

etc.

To set your default geographic location, do the

following:

1. Click the Start button, type loc, and click on

Default Location
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2. From this screen, you may set you default location

settings

[F=3 E=H )

@\:/nv| <« Default Location - | +y | ‘ Search Control Panel 2|

Enter a default location

You can provide a default location for programs to use when a location sensor, such as a GPS receiver, is not
available. This location can be used by all programs and users on this computer,

How is my privacy affected?

Zip/Postal code; 98989

m

Country/Region: | United States

A More options

Enter your address to give programs a more precise location.

Address 1: 123 minty lane
Address 2:
City: Minty White Land

State/Province: m

“ I 3

Delete information 1% Apply

3. When you are done, click Apply

Now you are ready for maximum utilization as more

location-aware programs and services are released.
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4.11 In Conclusion

Windows 7 has some excellent new features. Yes, there
are even more new features than | previously listed in
this chapter; however, | feel ones I’'ve covered are the

most exciting and useful.

Windows 7 is Microsoft’s best operating system to

date; | amin no doubt about this statement. The future
is bright.
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About This Book

M y name is Rich and | am the author and creator of
Windows Guides on mintywhite.com. Web design
is my hobby and I’ve been developing websites for over
ten years - HTML, DHTML, XML, C#, J#, VB.NET,
ASP.NET, ASP, Javascript, Java, PHP - you name it, I've
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tutorials, guides etc. and want to share this passion

with you all.
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Contact Me

You may have questions as you read this book -
please don’t keep them to yourself - ask me them
anytime. There are a number of ways you can contact

me - listed below:

@ Website: http://mintywhite.com

. Email: ich@mintywhite.com

Digg: http://digg.com/users/mintywhite

Plurk: http://www.plurk.com/user/mintywhite

+ StumbleUpon: http://mintywhite.stumbleupon.com

Twitter: http://twitter.com/mintywhite
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# 1CQ: 363425810
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*Z Yahoo: mintywhitecom
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mailto:rich@mintywhite.com
http://digg.com/users/mintywhite
http://www.plurk.com/user/mintywhite
http://mintywhite.stumbleupon.com/
http://twitter.com/mintywhite
http://mintywhite.com/tech/announcements/donate-a-dollar-to-pay-for-next-years-web-hosting/

247 |



7 POCKET GUIDE|248

Version History

Version History

Version Date Revisions
1.0 14 Feb ‘09 First edition prepared
1.0.1 28 Feb ‘09 Grammatical changes
1.1 24 March ‘09 | Finalized “RC1” Edition for preview by readers
1.1.1 25 March ‘09 | Fixed some consistency issues

Get the latest version of the book here

Donate

If you enjoyed this book, please consider making a
donation.



http://mintywhite.com/tech/seven-pocket-guide/
http://mintywhite.com/tech/announcements/donate-a-dollar-to-pay-for-next-years-web-hosting/

Windows 7
The Pocket Guide






To get the full FREE (seriously, no cost - | just want you
to check out my Windows Guides site) version of this
book, please head here:

http://mintywhite.com/tech/books/

Windows 7
The Pocket Guide

Windows Vista

Customization Manual

Windows Vista
The Pocket Guide



http://mintywhite.com/tech/books/

